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Further Examination 
OF OUR 

Prefent American Mealures 
AND OF 

The Reafons and the Principles 

On which they are founded. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF 

Conjiderations on the Meafures carrying on 
with Refpedl to the BntiJJj Colonies in 

North-America. 

An Englifh Whig can never be fo unjuft to his Country and 
to right Reafon, as not to be of opinion ; that in all civil 
Commotions, which Side foever is the wrongful AggrefTor, 
is accountable for all the evil Confequences. 

Lord Molefwort/Cs Preface to Franco-Gallia. 

In one and the fame Nation, when the fundamental 1 linci- 
ples of their Union are fuppofed to be invaded . . . . . 
the only Tribunal to which the Complainants can appeal 
is that of the God of Battles, the orily Procefs by which 
the Appeal can be carried on is that of a civil and mtd- 
tine War. 

Blackflone, b. I, c. 3. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE writer was not aware to what a 
length his work would runj until 

it had been fome time in the prefs. He 
prefumes however topublifh it; now that 
it is printed. The public will no doubt 
find the proper remedy for its bulk by 
being no more troubled with it j. than 
they pleafe. Some very material altera¬ 
tions have happened in our American af¬ 
fairs i fince that it was firfi: in the prin¬ 
ter’s hands. Certain accounts are come 

\ 

of the Provincials having made themfelves 
matters of Fort St. John’s, Chamblee and 
Montreal in Canada and of their approach. 
Ing or belieging Quebec. Our people 
likewife appear to have burnt fome places 
and to have attempted more on thefea.coaft. 
Thefe things affedt the iubjeft before us 
and efpecially with refpedt to the terms of 
peace and of accommodation. The Rea¬ 
der is therefore delired to make in his 
mind allowance for this change of cir- 

cumftances. 
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Page 42, line 27, dele bafe. 

P. 45, I. 18, for under that infamy, read under the infamy 

P» 56, 1, 6, for /V read <was, 

P. 60, 1. 4, for ejfjent ial read effect ah 

P. 61, 1. 15, dele under. 

P. 67. lad line, for defea read defers. 

P. 82, 1. 13, for and read cr. 

P. hi, 1. 20, for mime read mine. 

P« 125, 1. 13, for readym* his. 
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FURTHER EXAMINATION. 

THE writer of the following papers 
has before troubled the public 
concerning our prefent civil con¬ 
tention : neither his words nor 

they of wifer than him were then heard; 
our affairs are from being at thofe times 
bad become now much worfe : thefe in- 
crealing difficulties do but too well warrant 
an individual to offer once more his hum¬ 
ble fentiments on the fubjedt: the coun- 
fels of thofe’ at the helm have hitherto 
not been fo fuccefsful as to preclude all 
other from being propofed. Let us a lit¬ 
tle look back upon our hiftory. We and 
our colonies of North-America were lately 
in the utmoft harmony and tranquillity 
the fame ftate might have continued, it 
that our miffiffers could have been con-* 

p; tented 
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tented with it: they began to trouble it 
about the tea: that circumd.an.ce gave rife 
to fome diftafts and difturbances: thefe 
were pretended to require the fending of 
fhips and of troops, the overturning of 
chai ters, the flopping up of ports and the 
taking away the inqueft of blood in the 
country, where they happened. Fleets 
and armies are not always the beft peace- 
makei s nor oppreffion the fureff cure for 
diffatisfadtion. Thefe means much in- 
crealed the mifchief. Our fninifters there¬ 
upon repeated and heightened their re¬ 
medies. We fent more men of war and 
more regiments having found fuch very 
ill effects from thofe, which went before: 
we drived to ftarve the people there bv 
preventing their procuring provilions, 
which proved but an unlucky manner of 
reconciling them to us ; we forbad them 
their trade and their fifheries, by which 
means we drew from their leaders to our- 
felves the difcontents aridng from the re- 
flraints upon their commerce : We con¬ 
trived to make the conted: a common 
caufe and quarrel of all our colonies, 
whereby we exceedingly weakened our- 
felves and flrengthened to the greated. de¬ 
gree the league againd: us; if any appli¬ 

cation 



cation came from them or from any of 
the firft men of our country on their be¬ 
half we anfwered it with rejection, left 
they fhould flacken or fufpend their ope¬ 
rations from any hopes and expectations 
of peace. We have by this very extra¬ 
ordinary conduit brought on an open, an 
avowed, a declared civil war with thir¬ 
teen colonies of that continent united and 
combined together againft us. We have 
fown the feed, we have nurfed, have wa¬ 
tered, have raifed and reared the plant; 
the tree is now come to its maturity, we 
find it to bear bitter fruit naufeous to the 

e 

palate and noxious to the health; we pre¬ 
tend to complain of the owners of the 
foil; but the whole nation both at home 
and abroad muft fwallow down the poi- 
fonous produce, that our political quacks 
may have the profit and the benefit of 
adminiftring it. This is the American 
fcene. The fame minifters have fown the 
dragon’s teeth in our fettlements of the 
Eaft-Indies and are dooming to famine and 
to diftrefs our ifiands of the Weft; Ireland 
is difcontented and impoverifhed; Spain 
is armed; France is ftrengthening and re¬ 
covering; the nation at home is defpond- 
ing of its condition and finking under its 

2 burthens. 

- ...... L*t«.ta-iElklE.lClCiri-C.. 
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burthens. We are in the mean time not 
to conlider which way we came into thefe 
perplexities and difficulties ; we are not 
to return and to retreat by treading our 
fteps backwards; we are to go on becaufe 
we have got fo far; our having begun at 
firft with folly and with madnefs is an 
unanfwerable reafon for our proceeding 
with fury and with defperation. 

All the old and the mutual ties, the 
union, the conjunction between Great- 
Britain and our ancient North-America 
are now cut, fevered and dilfolved: aCts 
of parliament, aCts of affembly, orders 
of council, charters are between us be¬ 
come only a dead letter and waihe pa¬ 
per: the authority of the mother-coun¬ 
try on the one hand and the duty of 
our colonies on the other are totally and 
abfolutely cancelled : our protection is 
changed into war and into wafte towards 
them and their dependence into reliftance 
and into a return of hoftility towards us : 
The dominion of Great-Britain over rich 
and vaft territories fo lately her own ex¬ 
tends now no further than our cannon can 
command : we have parted with our pro¬ 
digious poffeffions on that continent only 
for the hopes and the profpeCt of con¬ 

quering 



quering them againj they are in future all 
to be recovered by the dint of the fword 
and the puih of the pike; the next rela¬ 
tion or conditions between us muft be 

as the chance of arms fhall decide 
and determine j but what ought moil 
nearly to concern us, we have parted with 
a people who have for ages pail been to 
us moil cordial, as countrymen; moil af¬ 
fectionate, as friends; moil faithful, as 
allies; moil dutiful, as defcendants and 
dependants; and, what fome may value 
above all, moil profitable and moil bene¬ 
ficial, as inhabitants of our provinces. All 
confiderations of intereil difcarded out of 
the queilion, can any man but be moved 
with the reflection of our ingratitude and 
our infenfibility towards this community, 
who have certainly deferved after a very 
different manner at our hands ? If ftatef- 
men and miniiters mutt be made of fluff 
fit for fuch meafures ; God grant to me 
and to mine an humble life, in which we 
may preferve fome remains and fenfations 
of humanity ! 

Let us however baniili all thefe foolifh 
feelings of the human breafl; let us leave 
the mean fubjeCt of morality to cafuifts 

B 3 or 
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or to philolbphers; let us confider our 
prefent proceedings in the light only of 
policy and of ambition, the fuperior ob¬ 
jects of the great and the fublime fpirits, 
with whom we are going to reafon and to 
argue. We are told by thofe the belt in¬ 
formed, that this country contains three 
millions of fouls. All due allowances 
therefore made for flaves or for any others 
not to be taken into our account, there will 
on that number remain not fo few as four 
hund red thoufand fighting or fencible men. 
Their popular forms of government fuffer 
and enable them to arm all thefe : they 
are now in fadt availing themfelves of that 
advantage; they are turning theii whole 
country and continent into ioldiery. Wre 
were before told what might be expedited 
on this head : it gained then no credit. 
we fhall now bid fair to believe our own 
eyes. Thefe are circumilances, which 
majorities cannot at the command of a 
minilter confirm or over-rule,as they pleaie. 
Here is at our outlet feme fmall impedi¬ 
ment in the way : lour hundred thouiand 
are a great many throats to cut of men 
able, ready and willing to defend them¬ 
felves. Thefe fame people are likewile 
mailers upon the Ipot and ol every thing 

there. 

L 
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there. Their towns, their houfes and 
their other buildings provide them with 
barracks; their wives and their children 
ferve them for futlers; their herds and 
their flocks furnilh their proviflon : They 
are affifted with all thele things and the 
conteld is for them. Their defertions muft 
be almoh, as if trees were to defert their 
forelds, they having in like manner been 
by the hand of nature planted and rooted, 
where they are. They are free and they 
fight to be free. Their governments par¬ 
take of the principles, which magnified 
Greece and Rome and which made their 
citizens the firft foldiers ever known in the 
world. They will both in council and in 
action be conduced by the beld and the 
ablelt men ; which their continent con¬ 
tains and will fupply for the purpofe. 
Their country is one general and natural 
fortrefs, the defence of which its natives 
well underhand. Should they with all 
thele advantages hand in need of help 
from abroad, they will not fail to find it ; 
as furely, as that we have the mold potent 
nations upon the globe for conldant and. 
for inveterate rivals whether with regard 
to Europe, to Africa, to Alia or to this 
very America; I fry, as furely, as that 

4 France 
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ITJ r P°ffel]'ecJ Ganada or Louifiana 
or that Spam ever held or claimed Flo- 

no7;n i3m r°7y t0 ^ Whether ^ 
not on their fide another aflifknce befides 

not yet mentioned; which is the juftice 
of their caufe and its influence on the 
affairs of men. The anceflors of thefe 
people led by thegeneral protedion of Pro¬ 
vidence left formerly their native homes 
to avoid tyranny, cruelty and perfection: 
they placed themfelves in thefe wilds and 
thefe wades, which their defcendants now 
enjoy and inhabit: their innocence, their 
defire of good order and of peace guarded 
and preferred them : their temperance, 
their frugality, their induftry procured 
them plenty, property and various forts of 
po eflions. is not it to be expeded, that 

the tame benevolent and all-prot^dimr 
Power will extend his hand and his fhield 
over them in this (as they think) juft or juft, 
elt of caufes and in a contention not of am¬ 
bition not of oppreffion, not of rapaci- 
oiifneis on their part, but a due defence of 
thefe bleflings and thefe benefits thus defer- 
vedly acquired or conferred upon them ; 1 
do not prefume to fignify by any immediate 
miracles or any ipecial interpofition, but 
by the means of thole mod excellent, thofc 

mod 
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moft wife, • thole univerfal laws, which 
perpetually preferve and maintain the hap- 
pinefs and the harmony of the whole 

world ? 
. i ' « ' *' * , » 

.. . • ’ 

So much for the party to be conquered, 
let us next confider the conquerors. The 
force now voted and fpoken of as deftined 
for that purpofe is twenty-five thou and 
men upon paper; twenty-five thoufan 
men for all America including the Weft- 
India Iflands, the two Flondas, Canada 
and Nova-Scotia and taking credit for the 
troops now at Bofton and elfewhere of 
that country to make a part of them after 
efcaping Wafhington, the winter and all 
other chances. Such is the prefent ap¬ 
parent project and eflimate. This body 
is however not yet colledted : t is o 
recruited from all countries and all quar¬ 
ters and much the greater part is then to 
fail more than three thoufand miles to the 
feene of adtion. Does any one imagine, 
that North-America will ever fee twuny 
thoufand of thefe men at a time ? Who¬ 
ever does is right fit to make a mimfier 
of Bate in a country, that I know. - helc 
twenty thoufand ^pe^ men Imwever^what 

a prodigious powei a o hundred 
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hundred thoufand already and adtuallv 
pon the fpoti We were laffc year in con^ 

teft with Maffachufets-bay only: we fem 
agamft them between four and five thou 

d If neeh not now be defcribed 

£ I™*™ COnfined’ ^mured and 
?‘df darv;ed In town of Bofton by the 

rTemv £"? °5 that °ne ^ c°iony? 

JlTfhTnT^ which 

* ,7*. f deep policy and how 
much to be depended upon for thefubdu- 
i°g o America ? Will any Alexander of 
ours have much occafion to weep for 
another world or even another quarter of 
one to conquer? Forty thoufand men, 

Mslt Europeans and half Americans, di¬ 
rected by counfels very unlike ours of 
thefe days were employed at land in the 
lute conqueil: of Canada. But what was 
that province? The incomparable att 

ol Parliament lately planned and pailedfor 
its regulation informs us, that it confin¬ 
ed at its reduction of fixty-hve thoufand 
I rench inhabitants, not to attribute how¬ 
ever too much to that authority, but to 
take them at one hundred thoufand, (which 

many as they were or more) one hun¬ 

dred 

is.as 
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dred thoufand inhabitants, men, womett 

and children made up in no fmall mea- 

fure of priefts and weakened with monas¬ 

teries, what comparifon or proportion o 

that number and ftrength bear to the mil- 

Eons occupying our thirteen colonies and 

affording above four hundred thoulan 
men for their defence? How long d ine, 

verthelefs their fmall militia without the 

aid of France prevented by a itrong fteo. 

from aflifting them baffle all our efforts 

and our endeavours ? May the (hades of 

Braddock and of Abercrombie and of others 

reft in peace for me; who do not deiire 

to difturb them again on this fuhject. 

Thefe twenty thouland men upon paper 

are then to be fed from England and front 

our fleet, to be lodged and to be covere , 

as they can ; to be recruited and to be re¬ 

inforced at three thoufand miles ddtance; 

to be in conftant danger of theii undoing 

by every little defeat or adveifity ; to con 

tend with a new and adifficult climate, men 

fighting for a few pence a day, minted 
fervice for life, vidfims of the lath andoi 
other military torments and liable on the 

other fide to be inftead of theie things 

tempted with lands and with liberty. I 

may appeal to experience, for how much 
j j 1 our 

' 
- .. • ... •• • 
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cZnf?rTr arm^es there have on thefe ac- 

and defertion bJ death> difeafe 

- t,h the opprefiors are there faid to hr 
Sometimes fick of their work S 31 
IllJgilt with its guns its hnrf ' J 

pewle ftfri j“™rf ft,m fubdue’d * fee 
their defence d,?r0Perly prepared for 
fL„ f i , ; Tl,,s ls mconfiftent with 
he whde hrrtory of tire world : the en“ . 

manki„d7t^Vrlat<i?e“iriti0n? > me rue and the ruin of empires 
rive ever proceeded in a contrary courfe 

vAhh regard to the Government or the 

tc^fTT by yh?fG COUnfels t}lis at- 
P{ \ t0 bf. SU^ed and conduced, I 

, ! , °;df ohierve; that it is the fame 
vmch has in io fhort a fpace brought us 
u l o our pail in to our prefent hate; which 
rojhmned and has executed and whole 

prudence and whofe policy we have 

fo. 
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fo amply experienced in the Ameri¬ 
can meafures of thefe times. Having 
taken notice of the caufe againft us, I 
ought to make with it fome companion 
of our own; but to fpill the blood, to 
fpoil and to plunder, to lay wafte with 
fire and with fword the habitations of a 
people, from whom we have received al- 
moft unfpeakable profit and benefit, who 
gave to us arichanda greatcountryplanted 
and improved at the coil and the hazard 
of themfelves,' who never entertained to¬ 
wards us a thought or a meaning of mif- 
chief, who, when our own fquabbles or 
impatience or ambition and not their de¬ 
fires hurried us into war, have fo often 
combated under our banners and contri¬ 
buted to our expences ; is, I fay, furely a 
fervice, at which the heart of every hu¬ 
mane man in our army muil turn and re¬ 
volt. All mankind will condemn tis and 
our miniilers and will compaifionate oui 
opprefied countrymen : the hand of God 
and of man is on every part to be expected 
againft us. With lucli difadvantages as 
to the means, with luch circumilances as 
to the caufe, order muft be inverted and 
diftradtion muft govern the world; rivers 
muft run backwards; right muft become 
wrong and wrong become right; ftiength 

0 muft 

ietkjpibi bib igiitffilllJgll.IB-i.EI.Kl.il 
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mull; be weaknefs and weaknefs beftrength • 
juluce and oppreffion, humanity and ty¬ 
ranny had need to change their nature 
with each other, before that our admini- 
itration can m theprefent conteft conquer 
or prevail over our colonies. The all- 
commanding, univerfal influence-has for 
the performance of his purpofes no occa¬ 
sion to call Are from Heaven, monfters 
rrom the deep or famine from the earth; 
every creature, every event, every caufe! 
every effect and with the reft the follies 
and the vices, the adtions and the paflions 
“ IJen are conftantly executing his will 
and his laws nor is there among all the 
means of wrecking the wrath and the 
vengeance of Heaven againft an unfortu¬ 
nate nation deftined to deftrudtion perhaps 
any one worfe or furer than a weak and a 
corrupt government. 

Oui navy however rides triumphant; 
we make adls of parliament at land and 
we execute them upon the ocean accord- 
ing to our plealure. 1 /hall not content 
myfelf with anfwering to this, that our 
fleet cannot fail over the continent nor our 
imps bombard woods and fwamps; as 
experience may by this time have con¬ 

vinced 

/ 
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vinced us, if reafon was before infufficient 
for that end; but I delire to touch on 
this lubjedt a new* firing, which has hi¬ 
therto been hardly founded. Is it lup- 
pofed impoffible, that we may be mo- 
lefted even upon that element, where we 
believe ourfelves fo much mafters ? The 
Hates of Barbary have no commerce or 
polfeflions abroad; they are therefore in¬ 
vulnerable in thofe refpedts. They keep 
fhips of war and no other; by which 
means they make more prifoners from 
thofe on whom they prey, than thefe do 
in return from them. They are at land 
on their own ground the ftrongelt. Thefe 
particulars enable that people to impole a 
tribute upon every maritime power of Eu-. 
rope, Great-Britain not excepted ; a tri¬ 
bute exacted of all by force and paid by 
all againft their inclinations. We all of 
us term them piratical ftates, but none 
treat them as fuch, which we Ihould un¬ 
doubtedly do, if we durlt. T. he ports of 
the Americans being fhut up and their 
trade prohibited ; they will with refpedt 
to us be under the lame or on their licie 
more advantageous circumftances : why 
will it then not be in their power to act 

like wilg 
* This was written feme months ago, 



like wife the fame part towards us ? Thev 

have creeks and bays which our veffel's 
will not be able to vifit: we may pro¬ 

nounce them pirates or rebels or what we 
pleafe ; they will hold themfelves for in¬ 
dependent hates and will proceed as fuch: 
we may threaten them with the laws of 
our land and they will anfwer with thofe 

of reprifal. Our minifters have in a very 
fhort time brought us out of the moft 

profound peace into the word: of civil 
wars; it is to be hoped, that they will 
not for their next hep make this a war 
without quarter; which feems one of the 
very few means left them for adding to 
its mifchief and its malignity. I don’t 
mean, that I depend on the mercy or the 
compaffion of fome men ; but the num¬ 
ber of captives will probably be in that 

fc a^ainft tis and the outcry on their 
blood too flrong at home to be withftood. 
1 he Spaniards and the Portugpefe went 
tiiat way to work with the Dutch; until 

tnat theie made them to repent of their 
proceedings : they threw in return and in 
retaliation over-board into the lea fhip’s 
companies of their enemies at once in the 

Eait-lndies. God forbid, that we Ihould 
ever read or hear fuch horrid relations be¬ 

tween 
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tween Great-Britain and her colonies; the 
very fuppofition of which is fufficient to 
make the blood of any Englifhman to run 
backward or his hair to ftand upright. 
How long did private perfons unavowed 
and unaffifted by any public ftate carry on 
in the Weft-Indies a buccaneering war 
againft the Spaniards and how feverely did 
thefe feel the effects of it ? Have not we 
by forbidding the American feamen their 
peaceable commerce and filheries driven 
them, as it were, purpofely and by force 
into privateers ? How many thoufands of 
them are there by fuch means at this mo¬ 
ment ready, earneft, eager, watching and 
almoft under a neceffity to embrace any 
employment and opportunity of that fort, 
which may arife or offer themfelves ? I 
will not now inquire, whether they will 
want the affiftance of Britifh feamen ; 
whether no part of thefe may join in plun¬ 
dering our merchants under American co¬ 
lours ; what ports and in what paits ot 
the world will probably be open to them; 
whether the Eaft-India Company may not 
one day have reafon to repent and to rue 
their fhare of thefe mifchiefs. Hoes any 
one doubt but that a powerful refiftance 
to Great-Britain and a more than-equal 

q contention 

\ 
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contention witn her will loon give thefe 
flates a confequence and a countenance a- 
mong nations ? Was it long before that 
our Commonwealth of England, as it was 
called, acquired a confideration with the 
powers and the empires of Europe ? Did 
not fuccels and advantage carry in a very 
fhort time the Dutch in their conteft with 
Spain far beyond what they thought of or 
hoped for themfelves in the beginning ? 
How might fome minifters hart and hare 
were they to be told, that North-America 
may poffibly become fuperior by fea to 
Great-Britain; before that they ihall in 
the name of Great-Britain, have by land 
or by any other means conquered North- 
America; fuperior by fea to Great-Britain 
(if our illand fhall continue united) or to 
England, if the two parts of it fhall by our 
future misfortunes and through thefe mi- 
ferable meafures be once more feparated; 
I fay. North-America now not miflrefs 
of one fhip of war in the world and Great- 
Britain queen at this time of the ocean 
and the Itrongelt maritime nation, that 
has hitherto appeared among mankind. 
What a companion and how llrange adif- 
proportion ! But how many molt mate¬ 
rial events have already fallen out very 

different!” 



[ 21 ] 
differently from the opinions and the ex¬ 
pectations of thofe, who have conducted 
our counfels ? What prodigies and mira¬ 
cles in mifchief have by them been per¬ 
formed within the fmall compafs of two 
years? Have they not loft, revolted, thrown 

away all our ancient North-America in 
lefs than that time ? This prodigious na¬ 
val power of ours now moft juftly making 
fuch an imprefiion on our minds, who 
knows, whether it may long fubfift un¬ 
der our prefent proceedings and how lit¬ 

tle do fome men feem to confider from 
whence it has arifen and whereon it refts ? 
I will not now enter into that field; it is 
a very wide one : it may comprehend not 
only certain late aCts of parliament rela¬ 
ting to the Newfoundland, the Labrador 
and to other fifheries, but likewife many 
more diftant circumftances and perhaps 
the whole circle of the minifterial fy- 
tem. Should any one be on this head in¬ 
clined to impeach the writer of prelump- 
tion or of extravagance; I fhall only an- 
fwer, that there does not appear more 
cauie, more reafon to expeCt iuceefs from 
the prefent wild attempts and projects of 
fuch a conqueft; than theft g.ve ground 
and foundation to apprehend, that^the 
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other probability or poffibility may by 
their means be brought about and take 
place not to-day or to-morrow, but within 
iome moderate diltance of time nor can 
I but obferve that the plain and the pro- '' 
per method to prevent or to avoid both# 
thefe extremities mult be by an immedi- 
s.te accommodation and peace, 

t .We wih however ranfack the earth on 
this occalion rather than to be fruitrated of 
our ends and if we cannot for our purpofe 
furnilh lufficient forces from home we will 
hire them from abroad or we will confide 
to foreigners our domeltic defence, while 
we facrifice our own people beyond the 
Atlantic. Does then any one imagine, that 
our colonies will not find during this con- 
telt as many and as confiderable refources 
in their favour, as our minilters are maf- 
ters of to turn and to employ againfl 
them ? Is the progrefs of thefe unhappy 

■ broils probable to be more on our fide, 
than the beginning of them has been ; 
at which moment our attempt might have 
been expected to make fome imprefiion, 
if it ever fhould ? A few thoufands of 
men were fent and went at firft on this er¬ 
rand, as if there had been little more to 

do 



do than todifperfe a tumult in theftreets. 
They were cooped up and befieged in Bof- 
ton one whole year for their pains. Thefe 
not humbling America to our minds, we 
multiplied them to their prelent comple¬ 
ment, which it was not doubted would do 
the bufinefs. We have not however made 
much more way by that means : the pro¬ 
vincials poured down and encamped there¬ 
upon their numbers in proportion. Our 
troops marched one day about a dozen miles 
into the country and were well pleafed to 
come home with better fpeed, tnan they 
went out. We have in two campaigns fo 
far proceeded towards the concjueft of Ame¬ 
rica. The Provincials now beiiege our peo¬ 
ple with about eighteen thoufand men in 
their lines; they keep nearly as many more 
cantoned in the fame colony and within 
call; they are laid to have in all not lets 
than one hundred and fifty thouland armed 
and muftered : they can and they will 
have more, if they want: thefe however 
feem fully fufficient to face, to confine, to 
controul any power likely to be former 
and to be brought againft them on our 
part; they will neverthelefs not burthen 
unneceffarily their country, but will be 
called forth into the field and into adhon, 

c n according! \ 
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accordingly as the occalion and the ftren <nh 
or their enemies lhall require. Is not it 
evident to every one that the further we 
have hitherto proceeded in this affair, our 
object is but the more removed and the 
more diftant from us ; that our provinces 
(1 don t know, whether it is permitted 
me to term them the thirteen united pro- 
vinces, but it may not be long, before 
that bigger and better than the writer will 
ftde them by that title; unlefs that we 
aall without delay take proper methods 

and very different from thofe hitherto pur¬ 
ged to prevent it) but, I fay, is it not 
molt evident, that they have improved 
and have fortified themielves in their de¬ 
fence much falter and more effedually, 
than we have gained and have advanced 
upon them in our attack ? Even Georgia 
Ip urns at us and has joined our enemies, 
while we are become proud of the friend- 
Ihip and the attachment of Nova-Scotia; 
whom we do ourfelves in a manner nourifh 
and maintain. America is now in the 
middle of a long and a itrong winter. 

A s 5S a time and a fealon of advantage 
given to the natives by Providence : what 

cn' ^ Jt may produce, no one yet knows; 
■'•at part experience will explain to us. 
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how it is probable, that they may employ 
the opportunity and whether it is to be 
expected, that they will be well prepared 
and ftrengthened by the Spring. Are we 
fure, that even their ports and their coafts 
upon the fea will be always fo open and 
fo expofed to us, as they have hitherto 
been? Thefe are in themfelves certainly 
very ferious confiderations; is it how¬ 
ever lawful for the adminiftration to 
introduce at will foreign forces into Gib¬ 
raltar and Port-Mahon ? Can the King 
of Great-Britain give and grant theie im¬ 
portant podedions to Hanover and make 
them part and parcel of that electorate ? 
They were purchafed at a prodigious ex¬ 
pence of the blood and the treafure of 
this country and were the only prizes 
of a very victorious war pretended at 
leaft to have been carried on in lupport 
of the protedant fuccedion and are they 
after all not the public property of the 
nation, but the private patrimony of the 
prince ? In what light mud the people 
and the fubjeCt be looked upon, if that 
could be the cafe ? A quedion of the like 
nature is faid to have on the occadon of a 
certain letter in the time of KingGeoige 
the Fil'd been determined on the national 
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fide. If therefore fuch a prepofterous 
power is clearly and undoubtedly beyond 
the jurifdiftion of the crown; does not it 
of neceffity follow, that neither can his 
Majefty s minillers take thefe fortrefies out 
of tne hands of our nation and deliver 
them into thofe of the other? I fpeak this 
with refpeft to that electorate remaining 
undei trie dominion oi our Km a* %y but 
fuppofe, that the Emperor of Germany 
or the King of Pruffia fhould in a fit of 
ill-humour or of ambition feize upon Ha¬ 
nover ; who would then have Gibraltar 
and Port-Mahon, if they were garrifoned 
from thence ? Would not he* who com¬ 
manded the country, who was mailer of 
the wives and the families, of the ellates 
and the concerns, of thofe, who had the 
cufrody oi them ? It may he obferved, 
that there will notwithstanding this in¬ 
troduction of ftrangers remain for the pre- 
fent at leafl rather more Britons than Ger¬ 
mans. But whoever is without the con- 
fent and the concurrence of our legisla¬ 
ture in titled to fend thither one company 
of fuch troops, mu ft likewife be fo to do 
tne lame by more; no bounds or parti¬ 
cular number of men or of regiments can 
\n that refpeCt be pointed out and pre¬ 

scribed. 
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fcribed. A greater proportion may more 

abfolutely deftroy, but a lelfer will weaken 

our fecurity. It is an utter abfurdity and 

almoft bordering upon ridicule to fay; 

that the King is obliged to preferve to 

Great-Britain the right, but that his mi- 

nifters may at their pleafure part with to 

another people the polfeffion of thole pla¬ 

ces. If we cannot be lawfully deprived 

of the polls themfelves, fo neither can 

we of the means neceffiary to hold and to 

retain them : thefe two circumftances are 

in the prefent cafe and of their own na¬ 

ture infeparably connected and united. 

There is alfo a report of twenty thoufand 

Ruffians defigned for America itfelf: that 

will be a prodigy indeed ! Are then foine 

of thefe to be raifed in the neighbourhood 
of Kamchatlka within three days ful of 

the eaftern coalt of America, to maich 

over Ruffia and along-fide of Afia, to fail 

through Europe, to pafs by Africa and at 

length to land again on theoppofite and 

the moll diftant part of America ana to 

wage war there, as it were, with t.ie n 

antipodes ; with a people again It whom 

they have fo little caufe or pretence ot 
quarrel; that perhaps hardly ever did a 

native of thefe newly-planted territories 
1 P t 



let his foot in the vaft empire of Mufcovy 
or a Ruffian vilit thefe weldern regions of 
the world, until that now being uro-ed 
and i nidi gated by a Britiffi adminiftra- 
tion they lhall have gone thither on this 
mo ft unjuft and mold inhuman errand 
How are they to be there recruited 
fifted and fupported with a good part of 
the globe between them and their own 
nation? Muft they not melt away like 
inow in the fun, whofe place is no more 
leen or fupplied ? Is this then the man- 
nei, in which our minifters make their 
conquefts? Muft heaven and earth be thus 
moved againft a people, who were within 
thefe three years in perfect fubmiffion and 
obedience to us ? In fubmiffion and in 
obedience do I fay ? who were united to 
ns by the mold cordial friendftiip, affec¬ 
tion and attachment. How muft the creld 
link and the pride and the honour be 
humbled od Great-Britain in that mo¬ 
ment, when we ftiall be leen under the 
neceffity to employ Ruffian troops and 
Ruffian armies for the ffibduing to us our 
o\vn provinces ; we who have for many 
yeais paid been the firld and the foremold 
to meddle in every idle fquabble, which 
could arife in any part of Europe and be¬ 

tween 
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tween whatfoever nations ? Muft not we 
from that time become obfequious flaves 
of the court and the Emprefs of Peterf- 
burgh ? Will our peace l'ubfift, but at 
their pleafure ? Muft not our navies and 
our armies be at their devotion, if any 
fuch lhall remain to us ? If we have an 
intereft there, why is not it employed to 
promote our trade and our commerce or 
will it not be very fufficiently wanted for 
that end ? What ftar reigns, that we muft 
turn to our ruin and our deftrudtion, even 
our few benefits and advantages ? Will 
Ruflia itfelf make fuch a return to our 
nation, as to facrifice our country to the 
paflions of our court? Fortune and France 
are however faid to have faved us from 
this infatuation, when our own prudence 
and difcretion would not have done it; 
France that lignifies herfelf to be lb 
friendly and fo peaceable, that would not 
for the world have a finger in thele mil- 
chiefs, that fome men feem to think would 
hardly accept again of Canada, ft it was 
offered to her. Let that report however 
be better or worfe founded, as it may ; 
let any fuch circumftances happen fooner 
or later, (for happen. undoubtedly they 
will and probably at fome conjuncture 

chofen 
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chofen by our enemies, if that thefe things 
proceed) Should vve however fend En^- 
lifh, Scotch, Iriffi, Dutch, Canadians, In¬ 
dians, Hanoverians, Heffians, Ruffians, 
and as many more nations to walle from 
one end to the other with fire and with 
fword and with the woril horrors and ha¬ 
voc of war that whole continent fo lately 
our own, of what benefit would all this 
be to Great-Britain ? We had lately a 
monopoly of the commerce of the Ame¬ 
ricans ; we have already obliged them to 
lay it open to all nations; we are now 
fighting to force an exclufion againft our- 
felves; we are endeavouring to drive them 
into fome new patronage and protection; 
this is the only poffible end of our pains, 
thould we by all thefe ft range means make 
upon them much more impreffion, than 
there is the leaft appearance or probability 
of our being able to do. Is the poor 
wretch chained and confined to his cell 
upon clean ftraw in Bedlam poflefled with 
more madnefs, than are thefe our own moft 
extravagant fchemes and projects, mea- 
fures and mi Chiefs ? This is however not 
all, that I have to lay on the fubjedt. 
There is in the way another obftacle, an¬ 
other impediment, more fatal, more dif¬ 

ficult, 
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ficult, more unfurmountable; than even 
any thing before mentioned, if that is 
ealily poffible. All thefe expenlive plans, 
thefe violent and forced efforts will only 
ferve to haften the independence of the 
provinces and our own undoing. It is not 
by the downright dint of arms and the de- 
cilion of many bloody battles, but by a 
failure of our revenue; that the prelent 
conteft will probably come to its conclu- 
lion. Twenty thouland men may make 
more wafte and fpoil in our provinces, than 
ten and thirty, than twenty; but nonum¬ 
bers will be equal to the conqueft of that 
great, united continent; which we are 
capable to provide and to pay. Our mi- 
niffers will want Hanoverian, Heffian 
and Ruffian finances, as well as the forces 
of thofe nations; for they feem already 
to be very nearly arrived to the extremity 
of thofe of Great-Britain. Let us for an 
inftant confider the ftate of our revenue, 
if that the height, the horror and the 
confufion of thefe affairs will allow us lei¬ 
sure and patience. The public accounts 
run from one Lady-day to another, ff here 
were at Lady-day laft due from the Sink- 
in g Fund about nine hundred thoufand 
pounds, with which were difcharged 
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eight hundred and eighty thoufand in 
three per cent annuities. This fum fhould 
rather have been ufed to reduce the debt 
ox the navy, which was increafed fix 
hundred and fiity thoufand pounds or up¬ 
wards within thefe three years and which 
amounted at Chriftmas lafi: to above eigh¬ 
teen hundred thoufand ; but we were 
proud of appearing to pay off our princi¬ 
pal. Let us however not criticife too 
ftridtly this circumfiance. We are in no 
great danger of running again into the 
fame error. This looks like the lafi: in- 
ftance of tne kind. We have now in 
twelve years of peace paid off according 
to the utmofi: pretentions on that head and 
before thefe late expences, as much as we 
incurred in nine months of the lafi: war. 
And here we may in all appearance make 
up and dole that whole account. No 
man now born may probably ever fee fuch 
another fum difcharged of the Britifh na¬ 
tional debt: this feems to have been the 
leal on the fubjedl. Thus however was 
concluded the account of the Sinking 
Lund ending at Lady-day 1775. We 
then took for the fervice of the current 
year upon the credit of that fund, upon its 
future growing produce fuppofed to arifc 

between 



between Lady-day laft and Lady-day 1776 
two millions wanting one hundred thou- 
fand pounds. That with the taxes of the 
land and the malt were our ways and means 
for this year. But what were thefe things 
in the hands of miniflers bent on cam¬ 
paigns and conquefts ? They fpent laft 
lummer fuch prodigious fums for the pub¬ 
lic good ; as made it in order to procure 
more money for the fame purpofe necef- 
fary to aflemble the parliament earlier 
this winter, than was perhaps ever before 
known in our annals. T hat body ac¬ 
cordingly met and paffed without delay 
the land tax at four {hillings in the pound. 
It is not the cuftom of adminiftration to 
ftay for the flow and the quarterly pro¬ 
duce of this tax ; but the Bank immedi¬ 
ately advances at a certain intereft money 
to the whole amount and takes it again, 
as it comes in by degrees. The wants, 
the debts and the demands were ready 
before. Thus is now in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five, 
that high and heavy tax at its full extent 
of four {hillings mortgaged, {pent and 
gone, as far as Lady-day feventeen hun¬ 
dred and feventy-feven inciuflve. Never 
was fuch an anticipation hitherto known 
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or attempted ; but he is a poor miniHer, 
who does not improve on thofe that went 
before him. We have now probably ap¬ 
proaching another moil expenlive year, 
likely far to out-go even the laflin extra¬ 
vagance. There remains to anfwer all 
only the malt tax affording three quarters 
oi a million and this poor hackneyed 
horfe the Sinking-Fund encumbered with 
nineteen hundred thoufand pounds before 
ipoken of and fuffering by the defalcation 
to be expected from the adlual condition 
or our aitairs and of which no man yet 
knows the extent. Thus Hands in grofs 
the Hate of the revenue at this day, all 
explanatory accounts and papers being de¬ 
nied. Some fervices may and no doubt 
will be run behind; means may pofiibly 
be found for anticipating yet further the 
Sinking Fund; thefe things however will 
have an end : they cannot laft long. Our 
next Hep muH be to borrow; but how to 
make that practicable may puzzle all the 
wifdom even of our prefent miniflers. 
How great a confufion of our infinite 
funds now fubfiHing may be then expedi¬ 
ted ? What will be our figure, when we 
appear again before the face of all Europe 
aiking in the old Hrain for more millions 

iioon 
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upon millions at intereft ? Our moll enor¬ 
mous incumbrance already incurred with=> 
out the lead: appearance of being ever paid 
off, our actual and mod: critical dtuation 
brought on wantonly and perhfted in ob- 
ftinately, the evident danger of the very 
fountain of our revenue drying up and 
failing will then all operate and have their- 
full force and effect* The going to mar¬ 
ket again for money is the particular cir- 
cumftance, which our adminiftration had 
from the beginning efpecial caufe to fear 
and to avoid. What {hall I fay, that our 
fate forces us or that we run with our eyesL 
open upon the rock, where we cannot but 
be wrecked ? There is no other ftage be¬ 
yond this of borrowing, but a ftoppage 
in paying the intereft of our public debt 
or in plain Englilh a national bankruptcy. 
The whole frame of our government will 
in that day {hake to its very foundation. 
I do not pretend now to go to the bottom 
of this fuajeft: more has in another place 
been faid upon it. (See Condderations, 
&c. page 96.) I proteft however, that 
I do not write down thefe words upon my 
paper without being not only fhocked for 
the fake of the public, but likewife ut¬ 
terly amazed at the madnefs of our mini- 

n fters -r 
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iters; fully fatisfied and confident in my 
own mind, as I am; that they are ac¬ 
cording to their prefent courfe going head¬ 
long upon that point and in all appear¬ 
ance without the lead queftion, fcruple, 
confideration or hefitation in themfelves ; 
when they had at the beginning no temp¬ 
tation or provocation towards it; when 
they might perfectly well have flopped in 
their progrefs and even might at this mo¬ 
ment poffibly do foyet, if they truly and 
fincerely defired and endeavoured it: I 
fay perhaps might yet do it; although 
the time and the opportunity permitted 
to us by Providence for that purpofe .ap¬ 
pear to be now drawing to a very fhort 
period. However unconcerned fome men 
may be about their country, have they 
no thought for themfelves? Should our 
public funds burft like an immenfe 
bomb, will not the fplinters flrike thofe, 
who hand the neared: ? What muft in 
ftich a conjuncture be the cafe and the 
hate of a firit minister ? It may perhaps 
be replied; I will then refign my place 
and will fay, that the repeal of the ftamp- 
aCt made the mifchief or that it proceeded 
from fomc long-concerted fcheme of the 
colonics ; men may perhaps be even then 

found 
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found to confirm and on occafion to vote, 
as much; fo fhall all be well, my private 
bread: be appeafed and my King and my 
country be contented. But is fuch lan¬ 
guage, the idle prattle of a parcel of chil¬ 
dren playing about kingdoms and em¬ 
pires or the ferious difcourfe of perfons, 
who have undertaken to conduft theflate 
and on whofe every motion, adtion, mea- 
fure depends the happinefs or the mifery 
of many millions of mankind ? Can this 
great empire tumble without crufhing in 
its ruin thofe whofe poft, whofe province 
and whofe duty it is to prop and to fup- 
port it; but who do on the contrary by 
their mifconduft and their mifmanage- 
ment bring it down ? Ruin will however 
not reft there. It has pleafed the Al¬ 
mighty Governor of the world in his tran- 
fcendent wifdom to conneit the concerns 
of the wife and the weak, of the provi¬ 
dent and the defperate. It behoves for 
his own fake anc. his own fafety every 
man to concur according to his power 
in the prefervation of his country: he 
will otherwile infallibly find himfelf 
involved in its fate. This cannot in 
our cafe be compafled but by the molt 
prudent and the molt difcreet means ; 

D 2 we 
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we had not been, where we now are, 
if that wildnel's and madnefs would 
have wrought it. This Ruffian meafure 
is on the contrary the meer, the hopelefs 
impulfe of refentment and of rage, of dif- 
appointment and of defpair: it can pof- 
fibly contribute to no end, but that of 
our own undoing. 

There is however one affifiance, of 
which it would be unreafonable to refufe 
the full force to thofe, who have provided 
and procured it. It is to be hoped, that the 
addreffes will be preferved containing the 
fincere and the difinterefled proffers of 
many lives and fortunes on this occafion. 
Men now fo forward will no doubt in cafe 
of exigency be perfedtly ready to perform 
their words: they will at leaf! offer them- 
felves for the firft facrilicej if any public 
misfortunes fhall follow in confequence of 
their advice and their defires. Have they 
then well ffonfidered; whether it is wife 
to caff combuftibles on a fire, which al¬ 
ready threatens to confume the whole Bri- 
tifh empire ? Counfels and profeffions re- 
ipecfting a point of this extreme moment 
can furely never be meant to gain only a 
little temporary court favour and then to 



be without further reflection forgotten or 
given to the wind ? But however that may¬ 
be ; let their authors well beware, that 
thefe things do not bring in time to come 
moil ferious mifchiefs on them and on 
theirs; that they never haunt them in 
their fleep and in their beds, unlefs their 
hearts lhall be heeled and be hardened 
againfl: every poflible calamity of their 
country": Are they i'urc, that it will be 
long before they fhall have reafon to re¬ 
pent with tears of blood the meafures, 
which they are now perhaps, but idly and 
wantonly recommending ? 

We have likewife been told; that mi¬ 
litary difeipline is irreflffible and that the 
Americans neither have nor can have on 
account of their equality among them- 
felves any fuch thing. The matter of 
fa£t furnifhes us here with the moft pro¬ 
per reply. This point however having 
on the prefent occafion been much vaunt¬ 
ed and fpoken of and the writer being 
one, who profeffes himfelf as yet to learn 
any fingle circumftance wherein fervitude 
is fuperior to freedom, he defires to offer 
fome obfervations on the fubject. I can¬ 
not perfwade myfelf to believe, that true, 
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real, proper military difcipline confifts in 
blows and in ftripes, in tyrannical laws and 

cruel executions, in the pride of the officer 
and the abjednefs of the foldier or that it is 
not equally compatible with liberty, as 
with flavery or much more fo. The art of 
war has in fad; ever flourifhed moft in free 

ftates. When the clear and the authentic 
accounts of hiflorians begin on that fub- 
jed, Greece excelled in it; whofe liberty 
will not be difputed: that people being 

reduced and fubdued by one another, it 
palTed to Macedonia, a bordering or in a 
larger fenfe another Grecian nation, go¬ 
verned by Kings, but not defpotically: 
their two celebrated leaders Philip and 

Alexander were captains general of Greece: 
the army was compofed of a mixture of 
Macedonian and of Grecian troops, with 
which the latter performed his great ex¬ 
ploits and fubjeded -®gypt, Alia and In¬ 
dia. This ftate however foon funk into 
abfolute fervitude. The military art then 
fet up its flandard in Rome, equally fa¬ 
mous for its freedom and for its moft ex- 
tenfive empire acquired by conqueft. The 
Roman legions were enrolled in the city; 
their generals and their chief officers were 
chofen by the people: their armies were 

often 
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often formed and led in a fhort time againll: 
the enemy. The ftory of Scipio is well 
known, who prepared and who difciplined 
his troops in Sicily one fummer, who car¬ 
ried them over into Africa and gained 
there great victories the fame year and 
who overcame Hannibal and conquered 
Carthage the next. The Roman com¬ 
manders had after the dilbanding of their 
armies the firfl and the nobleft boons ever 
conferred among men to aik of their fol- 
diers in the capacity of citizens. When 
this miftrefs and pride of the world felt 
the fate of all human inftitutions and was 
entlaved in her turn, her martial fame 
followed her freedom : conqueft and fuc- 
cefs in war were transferred to divers bar¬ 
barous people far interior to the Romans 
in other refpedts, but fuperior by their 
liberty. In thefe latter times and tmcc 
the fettlement of Europe by thofe nor¬ 
thern nations the inhabitants of no pai ti- 
cular fpot appear to have had on this head 
any very remarkable and commanding pre¬ 
eminence above the reft of mankind. The 

Enoiith have however been much diftin- 
puiihed for their civil conftitution, in 
which a part is preferved to the public and 
the community; that thefe are in almoft 
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eyery other country deprived of. The 
influence of this freedom has accordingly 
been found and felt in our military af¬ 
fairs. We have had many bloody con- 
teflis and battles with a neighbouring na¬ 
tion more pra&ifed and more experienced 
in arms than ourfelves •> but whofe nulfe 
is fuppofed not to haye beat fo high for 
liberty nor whofe form of government af¬ 
forded them the fame fhare of it. The 
eifedts correfponded to their caufe. No 
people have within a certain number of 
centuries perhaps gained in the field grea¬ 
ter or more fignal vidtories than have our 
own on thofe occafions; as witnefs with 
many others Creily, Poitiers, Agincourt; 
vidtories in which Englishmen often glory 
and that undoubtedly proceeded from dif¬ 
ferent grounds, than from numerous and 
mercenary armies then maintained and 
trained among us in time of peace. But 
fhould ever Britons in the chance and the 
change of things firfl lofe their own li¬ 
berty at home and then fight to deprive 
others of theirs abroad; it may be de¬ 
pended upon, that we fhall ourfelves add 
pne more bafe in fiance to the very many 
aiready experienced, of how much men 
and nations are by flavery demeaned and de- 
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bafed in military, as well as in every other 
virtue. May however heaven defend us 
from affording in our days an example to 
the world of fo unhappy and fo unfit a 
reverfe ! Thefe dates of America vie with 
the freed: in freedom: what reafon is there 
then, that they may not likewife rival the 
mod warlike in the art of war; if they 
fhall turn their views and their endeavours 
that way ? They are faiid to have already 
introduced means of offence in fighting 
and in battle hitherto unknown or un- 
pradtifed among Europeans and fuch as 
we are ourfelves at this time preparing to 
imitate. I don’t hereby mean to fignify, 
that fuch views and fuch endeavours are 
defirable or recommendable. It may be 
neceffary for them to maintain and to con¬ 
tinue in time to come the general milder 
of their country, as their bed defence a- 
gaind both foreign foes and any domedic 
defigns of ambitious men among them- 
felves ; but it is for their own happinefs 
and for that of the human lpecies to be 
hoped ; that they will feek their grcat - 
nefs and their riches not by conqued and 
by mifchief, but by peace and by com¬ 
merce whenever they fhall become a 
perfectly free, felf-governed, independent 

people j 
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people: which ftate feems to be fooner 
or later preparing for them ; later if we 
could continue contented with the pro¬ 
digious benefits formerly and hitherto 
received from them ; but fooner and per¬ 
haps immediately, if nothing fliall remove 
or reitrain the prefen t raging madnefs of 
our minifters. 

But it has been the falhion to fig- 
nify, that the Americans are cowards 
and poltroons and that therefore it mat- 
ters not what numbers or what difei- 
pline they may have : I dare fay, that 
their own inftant anfwer to this will be t 
let then better and braver men than our- 
felves Win our country and wear it, if that 
is the cafe: they will no doubt readily 
fling down the gauntlet on this fubjedt. 
They have however given to it another yet 
iuiier and more effectual reply, which is 
by their behaviour itfelf. This reflection 
will hardly be again repeated ; but is not 
it very extraordinary; that fuch a general, 
an injurious and in itfelf an incredible 
and an improbable charge Ihould have 
been fuggefted refpedting thefe numerous 
communities of men without one Angle 
, _ O 

iact being in confirmation of it produced 
or 
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or faftened upon them among all the va¬ 
rious events and occurrences of the late 
war, throughout which our and their 
troops almoft conftantly abted together 
both on the continent and in the iilands 
of the Weft-Indies; I fay, without its 
being fupported or confirmed by any one 
fadl of that kind hitherto known or heard 
of ? As to the fuccefsful fiege of Louif- 
bourg and their making thernfelves mai- 
ters of Cape-Breton in the war before, 
an expedition undertaken, performed and 
until now at leaft ever remembered highly 
to their honour and which afforded us tne 
only acquifition, that we had to part with 
at the enfuing peace; they could be in no 
very great danger of finking or of iuffer- 
ing under that infamy of that affair ; but 
they muff on the contrary have furely 
been much flattered, when they found 
their enemies forced to produce their vic¬ 
tories and their conqueits to piove their 
poltroonery and their cowardice. I don t 
hereby mean to exprels, that all the things 
were really faid in public, which may on 
this fubjedt have fometimes been report¬ 
ed ; but the particular reafon of my now 
introducing this circumftance on the fcene 
is, that it feems impoflible to account for 
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all the extreme ilrangenefs of our conduct 
except on the ground, that fome men did 
feriouily fuppofe, believe and proceed upon 
a principle, that the American militia 
would never have the valour to face our 
forces in the field, however they might 
perhaps vapour and fpeak big at a dif- 
tance ; as if our colours had carried with 
them an irreiiilible virtue and magic, like 
what has fometimes been attributed to 
the ilandard of Mahomet or to banners 
blefied by the Pope. Howmuil any man 
capable of the leaft pity for the public 
be moved ; if the fate and the welfare of 
this great, but ill-governed country have 
actually been flaked on any fuch childiih 
and extravagant conception ? It is the part 
of perfons ruling or leading others firil to 
found their own proceedings in prudence 
and afterwards rather to refpedt, than to 
defpife their enemies. If our miniilers 
are however fo much bent on making 
eomparifons between Britain and Ameri¬ 
ca ; why don’t they contrail the counfels 
of our cabinet and the fuccefs of them 
with thofe of the continental congrefs ; 
which feerns to be more peculiarly their 
province and where they will certainly 
find very fufficient matter to employ and 

to 
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to exercife their reflections ? The courage 
of others we cannot command ; our own 
meafures we may; let us then leave the 
provincial valour to itfelf and let us look 
to our ownfteps: the prefent conjuncture 
does but too much want all the wildom 
of the wifeft. 

I come now to a charge againft the 
Americans of a very different and a much 
mose ferious fort, of no lefs than rebel¬ 
lion made upon them not only in our or¬ 
dinary prints and our daily dilcourfe, but 
in the proclamations of the King and in 
other the higheft: authorities of our coun¬ 
try. This is indeed a matter of great 
magnitude and importance : our governors 
have involved in it the fate of Great-Bri- 
tain itfelf. Thefe conftantly deduce as a 
confequence from fuch a fuppofed ftate 
of things; that our own nation is for that 
reafon under a neceflity of running upon 
its ruin; that the dignity of government 
demands of us to purfue and to adopt mea¬ 
fures leading diredly to our deflruCtion : 
that there can be no talk, no treaty with 
rebels; but it mud be bas les armes, fub- 
miflion to mercy and to taxation or other- 
wife the fortune and the event of a civil 

war: 



war: there appears fometimes fuch an ea- 
gernefs in alTerting thefe premifes ; as if 
it was only done on purpofe to come to 
the conclufion: the parent-country of 
Old-England is abfolutely doomed to be 
undone, there feems to be in the whole 
wheel of fate no fingle chance left in her 
favour; however it may happen with the 
provinces. This is much as prudent in 
our politicians with refpedt to the public; 
as it would be juft in our judges with re¬ 
gard to a private perfon ; if they fhould 
condemn any one to be executed at 
Tyburn, becaufe he had the evil for¬ 
tune to be robbed upon the high-road. 
This is poffibly not all; who knows, whe¬ 
ther no rnen about the perfon of our ever 
gracious Prince may by reprefentations 
and by reafoning of the fame fort endea¬ 
vour to raife in the royal breafh difpleafure 
or indignation againft a large part of lately 
at leaf: fome of the moft loyal among his 
fuhjedts to the extreme prejudice not only 
of his people; but perhaps of the con¬ 
cerns and the interefs of his crown ? One 
would imagine; that fuch alarming, fuch 
enormous confequences, fhould bring into 
fufpicion the truth and the foundnefs of 
the principle itfelf, from which they do 
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or are pretended to proceed; that they 
fhould incline us well and carefully to 
queftion ; whether thefe prefent commo¬ 
tions of our provinces are at the bottom 
real rebellion or whether they may not 
poffibly arife from fome other reafon or 
Hand on fome other ground. It is in fo 
great a (lake of our country undoubtedly 
not only mod; lawful, but moft fitting to 
debate and to difcufs a pofition, big with 
fo much mifchief to the public : who¬ 
ever fhall difprove it, will open a way to 
our peace and our prefervation ; will wreft 
the means of malice out of the hands of 
ill-defigning men and will remove the 
foundation of the folly and 'the infatua¬ 
tion of weak ones. There can be left no 
true liberty of fpeaking or of writing, 
all application by the prefs to the public 
for the common benefit muff be foreclofed 
and forbidden; if that this fubjed fhall 
not find a perfect fandion and protection. 
The tafk demands and deferves a far bet¬ 
ter labourer, than the prefent writer: it 
has found and I truft, that it will again 
ffnd many fuch : I fhall however for one 
proceed without further fcruple to the 
confideration of that queftion, hoping at 
leaf! to point out the road for fome abler 

perfon 

 i miiniii nTniHHIIFfTTElHlllTTll.lt i ii ii Hi* fa 

-A-rst . 1 . ■ -o >. 'A - • - m 
- t ■ r ■ • . ■‘jt" - J . ■■ (. . ■ is 



perfon to purfue and being fully confix 
dent; that 1 am therein performing my 
poor, but my beft and my mod; faithful 
fervices to my King and my country. 

I fay then in the fir ft place ; that it is 
no wonder, if one looking without the 
ipectacles of learning cannot in the 25th 
of Edw. 3d. difcern the adtions of our 
countrymen beyond the Atlantic. The 
material words therein are “ If a man do 
levy war againft our Lord the King in his 
realm or be adherent to the King’s ene- 
mies in his realm giving to them aid and 
comfort in the realm or elfewhere” where¬ 
by it appears; that the treafonable war 
muff abfolutely be levied in the realm. 
It is in a fubjedl being at home or abroad 
treafon to aid, comfort or adhere to the 
King’s enemies in fuch a war; the ene¬ 
mies and the war itfelf mud neverthelefs 
be in the realm. Now the realm of Ame¬ 
rica, the realm of England and America, 
the realms of England and America are 
nonlenfej they are all jargon, no one of 
them as an expreflion of the Englifh lan¬ 
guage ; from whence it mod certainly 
and mod evidently follows ; that neither 

j J 

America nor any war levied there is or 
can 
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can be included in thofe words. The 
King of England had at that time great 
poffeffions and claims abroad and this a 
was indifputably couched in fuch terms 
on purpofe to confine it from affecting 
them. A law of Poynings paffed by the 
parliament of Ireland extended to that 
country all the Englffh ftatutes fubfifting 
in the tenth year of H. 7 : our laws of 
treafon were the year after the union by 
7 Anne c. 21. introduced into Scotland: 
but I want to know, how the words be¬ 
fore-mentioned defcribe or comprehend 
America. This mod penal of all laws and 
higheft of all crimes cannot be ftretched 
one jot beyond the ftridleft fenfe with re- 
fpedt either to purpofe or to expreflion : 
where the one or the other of thefe fails, 
there ends likewife the extent of the fta- 
tute. It is not very furprifing, if Ame¬ 
rica has hitherto been miffed or overlooked 
on this fubjedt; for rebellion never found¬ 
ed from thofe fhores, until that fome men 
at home gave occafion to tumults there 
and then chriftened them with a hard 
name. The queftion is not, what law 
our anceftors would under Ed. 3 have 
made ; if things had been then, as they 
are now; but whether they actually em¬ 
ployed on that occafion-terms expreffive 
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or America or whether we have iince flip— 
phed the defeCt; if that they did not. 
Men are not to be hanged, drawn and quar¬ 
tered without or ao;ainii law, becaufe that 

' O 7 

their anceftors long lived totally free from 
all fufpicion of deferring it. What re¬ 
flections ought this faCtto raife in us, that 
American treafon is neither to be heard 
of in our hiltory nor traced in our fta- 
tutes ? is it then fuddenly fallen from 
the clouds or has it flamed from the 
earth among them or is all this civil 
war only refinance ariiing from oppref- 
flon, oppreflion which has before formed 
fo many combinations and has already ef¬ 
fected fuch a number of revolutions in the 
world ? This is however net my immedi¬ 
ate fubjeCt; but it may be faid, that we 
will try thefe people by the 35th ofH. 8, 
as if their deeds were done in England : 
to which I fhall now only anfwer, that 

* 

the bade or the crime mult neverthelefs 
keep its American complexion; that a 
riot there cannot by that means be turned 
into a rebellion in England. We may 
likewife be told, that this term of rebel¬ 
lion is in fome late adls of parliament 
roundly attributed to the actions of our 
colonifls. My reply to this is; that fuch 
exprefiions are at moll to be efteemed 
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only, as the private and the perforial fen- 
timents of thofe fuffering them to pafs * 
but that the moft politive^ legislative, en¬ 
acting words are neceffary to constitute a 
new treafon and to move the land marks 
fixed by fo material and fo fundamen¬ 
tal a Statute, as this in queftion. I won¬ 
der, how an indictment for rebellion with¬ 
out the word treafon would be treated in 
Weftminfter-hall. But cries fome bolder 
man, we will cut the Gordian knot, if 
we cannot untie it; we will pafs a fpe- 
cial act for that purpofe. I will to this 
% only: that I Shall then delay the 
binding up my curious collection of 
our late American acts; until that I 
can include with them an ex poft facto 
Statute for treafon. I fpeakon this Sub¬ 
ject however no opinion of my own : I 
throw out thefe things for inquiry and for 
information. The writer is l'enfible, that 
he is according to the expreffion of a coun¬ 
tryman of his own on a like occafion put¬ 
ting his fickle into the harveSt of a parti¬ 
cular profeSSion. It is in thefe molt un- 
ptomifing times moreover a peculiar hap- 
pinefs, that our country has fome per¬ 
sons towards whom to caft their eyes; 
who are eminent not only for their con- j 
fummate knowledge of our laws and our 
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constitution ; but likewife for what can 
alone bellow a true luitre upon the moft 
fplendid talents, their integrity; men who 
have evidently facrificed to their opinion 
of the public good the firft polls and pro¬ 
fits and honours of ambition. I quit 
therefore this ground and freely defcend 
further into the field. 

I fay then, that rebellion is indeed a 
big word, but that it is at the fame time 
a moll fufpicious one : it is the common 
term, which tyrants ever affect to attri¬ 
bute to fuch, as defend and as maintain 
againft them either their own rights or 
thofe of the reft of mankind. When our 
anceltors depofed with fo much reafon the 
fecond Edward and the fecond Richard 
would not their proceedings have borne 
the name of treafon or of rebellion, if 
thefe Kings had been the llrongelt ? How 
fond are Englilhmen of the very found of 
Magna-Charta, but how often has force 
been employed to enadt, to renew and to 
confirm it ? Might not fuch lleps have 
palled for rebellion ; if the fortune of tire 
field had on thole occafions been againll 
our forefathers ? Who knows, but that 
Runnymede might in fuch a cafe have now 

been 
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been celebrated, as a lcene of disappointed 
rebellion ? The defence of the conftitu- 
tion by our anceltors againft Charles the 
Firft has it in our hiilories, in our ftatutes, 
in our prayers, neter been called a rebel¬ 
lion? The Revolution would not it have 
been branded for a rebellion, the Revolu¬ 
tion itfelf, whereon are founded the right 
and the throne of our moll gracious King 
now reigning over us and the claims and 
the expectations of his family after him, 
if it had unfortunately failed and mifcar- 
ried of fuccefs? Does any one queftion, 
whether Attornies and Sollicitors would 
then have been found to file informa¬ 
tions or judges to give fentence in that 
ftile ? Would honed Jefferies have on fo 
inviting an occafion been wanting to his 
office ? I hope however and I truft, that 
I may for the honour of our anceftors add, 
that Parliaments could not in thole days 
have been bought, packed or procured, 
who would likewife have voted, addrelfed 

• and enaCted in the fame language? Thefc 
are neverthelefs the parts and the pe¬ 
riods of our hiftory, in which Englifh- 
men efpecially pride themfelves and to 
which we believe, that we owe the pre- 
fervation of our molt precious rights 
and the pofielfion of every tiling, that 
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we can properly call our own. I will 
go no further into this trite topic; it 
is almoft a common place upon the liber¬ 
ties of the people ; but refiftance there¬ 
fore or levying and waging war againft 
the King is not always treafon or rebel¬ 
lion ; notwithftanding many plain, poli- 
tive, general adds of parliament contain¬ 
ing or exprefling no particular exceptions 
in the cafe. 

Our next queftion feems to be; what 
is then the circumftance, which diftin- 
guilhes adts of reliftance from one an¬ 
other ; that fandtifies or juftifies fome 
while others of the fame fort are fo im¬ 
moral and fo criminal ? I anfwer the caufe: 
the caufe is the original fource, which 
communicates on fuch occalions the qua¬ 
lity of good or of evil, of right or of 
wrong to the condudt flowing and pro¬ 
ceeding from it. What name is among 
Englilhmen held in higher honour, than 
that of Mr. John Hampden? He was ne- 
verthelefs one pi the firft, who levied war, 
who took the field, who marched, who 
fought againft the banners, the troops 
and the perfon of his Prince: He like- 
wife led and induced many others to do 

the 



the fame. He merits to be reckoned a- 
mong the ranked: of rebels; unlefs that 
his caufe fufficiently fupported him in all 
thefe things; I fay, if either that the 
King was intitled to have taxed him with¬ 
out his confent perfonal or rep refen tat we 
or if that the right of preferving from 
fuch injuftice and oppreffion himlelf and 
thofe after him did not duly and fully 
warrant his reiiftance. A claim of that, 
kind is well known to have been the great 
queftion of their quarrel and that it was 
in Weftminfter-Hall decided on the fide 
of the King againft Mr. Hampden by a 
mold folemn lentence of all the twelve 
judges there, being according to the writ¬ 
ten law of the land the perions propel and 
competent for that purpofe. Truth and 
time have notwithftanding determined o- 
therwife. The name and the remembrance 
of that excellent Englifhman are by his 
country, as much cherifhed and relpect- 
ed, as thofe of fome others may piobably 

• be condemned and reprobated; if that 
they lhall not be well aware, how they 
walk in the ways or they revive the fatal 
principles of thofe, who cpunfelled tnat 
unhappy Prince, with whom Mr. Hamp¬ 
den was under a neceffity to contend. 

t? ,, will 
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will not here multiply examples; our 
hiftory is almoft compofed of them. We 
have however proceeded one hep further: 
the caufe is then the criterion of right and 
of wrong in thofe extraordinary cafes; 
where a great part of the people believe 
themfelves obliged to appeal from their 
own government to the fupreme arbiter 
of the univerfe. 

What is on this occafion then the caufe 
of the Americans ? Every one will to 
that anfwer; the great queftion of taxa¬ 
tion, the claim of that country not to be 
taxed in England. On that point totally 
refts ail this difpute; if that is falfe, the 
Americans are errant traitors and rebels ; 
out it it be on the other hand fixed above 
in truth and in juftice, it will well bear 
the whole weight depending upon it. A 
rigut includes the means necefiary to main- 
trail it. A right fanCtifies the actions done 
in a juft confequence of it. A right in any 
cafe and a duty of palftve obedience and of 
jion-reliftance in the fame are an abfolute 
abfurdity and contradiction. The actions 
o! tne Americans done in a due defence 
of a real right, will be perfectly and ab- 
iolutely innocent; as much as to eat or 

to 
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to drink or to deep. Why may they in 
their opinions not partake of the nature 
of thofe which have preferved and have, 
as it were, confecrated the memory of the 
firft men of Greece and of Rome, of Tell 
of Switzerland, of the Nalfaus of Hol¬ 
land, of Rufiel, of Sydney, of Pym, of 
Hampden before-mentioned and of other 
eminent patriots of our own nation ? Moll 
facred fhades and names ever to he reve¬ 
renced, fure at lead I am; that I do not 
mean to introduce you on the fcene wan¬ 
tonly or unworthily ! Some alls of par¬ 
liament lately palled concerning thatwef- 
tern continent will no doubt be the admi¬ 
ration of pollerity; but I do not know, 
that we have as yet diredly and immedi¬ 
ately forbid to its natives the love of their 
country and fhould we in ourfelves Ihew 
them a domellic pattern of the negledt of 
that duty ; our fuccefs on the prelent oc- 
cafion or our profpedt in time to come is 
perhaps not fuch, as may tempt them to 
copy and to purlue the example. I lay 
then ; that we had need to demonllrate 
at lead, that the Americans ad unjudly ; 
before we pretend to accufe them of act¬ 
ing rebellioudy : the latter charge with¬ 
out the former would be a notable and a 
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curious paradox in law, in politics and in 
morality. Theyadvance particularly three 
defences; the neceflary and the inherent 
rights of humanity, the effential confti- 
tution of England and their provincial 
grants and charters: every one of thefe 
mult be fully difproved and removed out 
of the way before that the brand of re¬ 
bellion can be fixed upon the foreheads 
of that people. I do not mean at this 
moment to launch again into that large 
ocean. I fpeak now no opinion: my 
American countrymen have on thefe fub- 
jefts found friends and advocates the 
latchet of whole fhoes this writer is 
not worthy to unloofe ; although he may 
have endeavoured not to be wanting on 
the occafion with his mite. I 'diall 
leave this warfare of words, where it is 
between the mercenary troops on the one 
fide and the militia on the other. I rea¬ 
dily reft it on that iftue only repeating 
once more with refpedt to it; that there 
is no crime of rebellion in America, if 
there is no right of taxation in Great- 
Britain. 

It may perhaps be oblerved ; that Mr. 
Hampden was fupported by two parts of 

the 
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the parliament and that he only denied 
his fhip-money to the iingle command of 
the King : whereas our Americans are in 
arms againft the ftatutes and the autho¬ 
rity of the whole legiilature. They pre¬ 
tend likewife however to be in a fituatloft 
and to Hand on aground with refpedfto that 
point very different from the inhabitants 
of Great-Britain. I don’t at prefent med¬ 
dle in that matter : but the parliament 
here referred to (and of which Mr. Hamp¬ 
den was a member) was iummoned by 
force and by means of a Scotch army, 
which probably marched into the king¬ 
dom for that purpofe. It fubfifted under 
under an extraordinary and an extorted 
power of not being dillolved but by it- 
felf. Our ancient Barons adted on great 
exigencies fometimes in their colledtivc, 
fometimes in their legillative capacity and 
were in this latter cafe fometimes called 
together with the good will of the King 
and fometimes by compulfion upon him. 
What regard however does at the time 
any man pay Jo the exprels words or many 
afts of parliament, who once eredts in 
England his ftandard againft the crown ^ 
Did the Houfe of Lords or the Houfe of 
Commons addfefs the Prince of Orange 
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to come over from Holland ? i hardly 
■know f whether it is lawful for me to lay, 
that the revolution was brought about in 
file face of the higheft written laws of 
the land; but the ftatutcs of treafon, the 
iceptre oi the King and the cuftom oi 
fucceffion all plied and bent in that day. 
like twigs of ozier. We fhall be told, 
that our anceilors were on iuch high oc- 
calions warranted by reafon and by felf- 
prefervation. Who is more forward to 
acknowledge that than the writer ? But 
what is then become of thofe principles ? 
Did they in the year eighty-eight aban- 
oon England never to be known there a- 
gain ; when a lew men were once fatisfied 
with their having got at the head of the 
government? Have they under the prefent 
planet loft their influence and have power 
ana force tarcen their place ? But it may be 
laid; that our all was in thofe ancient times 
attacked and muff have been furrendered by 
fubmiffion. Will not the Americans in 
anfwer to this reply the prefent claim of 
taxation to dc a net; which evidently 
catches and covers the whole property of 
their continent ? We have by the means 
of luch maxims and fuch motives of ac¬ 
tion m thofe prece g us inherited and 

do 
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do enjoy the higheft of human advantages* 
our liberties and our properties; we mean 
then beyond doubt not to deny or to dif- 
avow them in any due cafe of anot her peo¬ 
ple our kinfmen, our brethren, the com¬ 
mon offspring of the fame forefathers and 
progenitors. I make here however no 
precife comparifons: my concluiion is ge¬ 
neral ; that therefore the Americans and 
all other communities of men are accord¬ 
ing to the practice of our anceftors, the 
right of the revolution and the principles 
of the people of England warranted m a 
juft felf-defence and a righteous caufe to 
wage war, if I may fo exprefs mylelf, with 
the whole or writh any part of the world. 

i had with regard to the future fact 
likewile rather, that any other would an- 
fwer than the writer ; I mean, how long- 
it would probably be, before that the real 
practice of taking the little all of this poo, 
and this beginning people might accom¬ 
pany the pretention lupported by me 
power. The property of America does 
wonders in the potTeflion and the difpo- 
lition of its owners, wonders that may 
make fome men amazed, if they 1 hall 
continue hardened; but would the whole 
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cl it be many breakfafts for a Britifh mi- 
mfter with two or three ways-and-means 
men at his table ? What hands have on 
me head of taxation been the heavieft of 
tfte whole world ? Die quibus in terris— 

' lat or kingdom is now indebted 
and mortgaged the higheft of any that ever 
was upon the earth ? If we have wantonly 
fpandered the fair lot left us by our own 
lore-iathers or have bafely and meanly 
fomented to its being done, is that a juft 
reaion tor us to bereave other more pru¬ 
dent perfons of the inheritance of their 
anedtors or the acquilitions of their in- 
ciuftry :J Mankind contend againft tyran¬ 
ny, m order to have fomething of their 
own and fome controul over it; but where 
' d»e cnflerence to any people by whom 
they are deprived of their all; if that the 
e'. j1 itieif is to be done them ? 

But what are we, if the Americans are 
not rebels ? Is it imagined; that their 
dictionaries do not contain on that head, 
as many hard words, as our own ? The 
rectitude of our actions refers to the fame 
claim of taxation, with tlieirs; but on 
toe oppofide fide. Let 11s build as high, 
as oabel ; all we .raife muft reft on our 

fir ft 
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firfl: foundation : the edifice above will 
certainly be ftrong or ruinous; as the 
ground below is found or rotten. We 
may cover the fea with our fhips and the 
land with our troops; we may add ingra¬ 
titude, injuftice, rapine, murder and other 
crimes to one another, as the giants of 
of old are faid to have heaped mountain 
upon mountain againft heaven; but we 
cannot by that means turn right into 
wrong, tyranny into protection or felf- 
defence into rebellion. Cruelty has often 
disfigured a fair beginning and made more 
black many a foul one; but we may, as 
well hope to wafh with water an ^Ethio¬ 
pian white, as to change by power the 
complexion of a bad caufe. When we 
accufe the Americans of offending againft 
our national ftatutes; let us remember our- 
lelves, that there is a law more unalte¬ 
rable than that of the Medes and the Per- 
fians and higher and ftronger than aCts of 
the Britifh Parliament. 

But does not this fubjeCt open to us 
obfervations of another fort; although 
whether fuch as will be taken in an evil 
or a favourable light for the Americans, I 
am at a lofs to fay ? Thefe have fuddenly 

and 



66 [ ] 
♦ 

and totally diifolved for the prefent at 
lead- our government throughout thirteen 
colonies and over a vad tradt of country; 
they have hitherto wanted time or per¬ 
haps on our account inclination to fettle 
and to edablifh another regular one in the 
room of it: they are neverthelefs fo far 
from falling into confunon and into dif- 
tradion among themfelves thereupon; that 
they have in the fame very Ihort time 
railed and formed a drong defence, have 
maintained an open and a declared war 
with a mod potent nation directed by mi- 
niiters earnedly bent upon their mifchief, 
have fuccefsfully and effectually made 
head again d our attacks, againd an army 
compofed of the flower of our troops, 
commanded by chofen generals, fupported 
by the fleet and backed with all the power 
and the means of Great-Britain. They 
rather threaten to gain of ours, than feem 
likely to lofe of their own. The whole 
conted has hitherto not cod them a thou¬ 
sand men. Thefe circumdances and many 
more coniidered, may not any one venture 
to affirm; that it is an event unequalled by 
any of the fame nature in the annals of 
mankind, the victorious contention of 
Holland with Spain not excepted ? It is 

difficult 

Uk 



difficult to determine, whether the vigour 
or the difcretion of their counfels and 
their adtions has been mod: dihinguifha- 
hle. The whole is an admirable, but a 
natural effeft of freedom united with a 
knowledge and an experience of govern¬ 
ment. Some men feem fo much out of 
humour with the neceffary confequences 
of their own conduct; that they will per¬ 
haps hardly permit me to fay that it does 
a credit and an honour to the actual hate 
of humanity. Let us however hope, that 
it is a fmall glimpfe or promifeof a much 
more improved and more advantageous 
condition, than the prefent; to which the 
general community of mankind is daily 
and by degrees advancing. Barbarous 
tribes of Savages, fuch as Indians or as 
Corficans, are like a loofe body of fand, of 
which no firm building can be framed. 
A people of Haves, the populace and the 
janilfaries of Conhantinople or any other 
can on their occafions aft only by hidden 
impulfes, harts and fallies; without a 
plan, without prudence and without tore- 
light. A happy combination ot order 
with liberty makes the cafe of our North- 
Americans equally to differ from each of 
thefe other and fupplies' the defeit of 

F them 
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diem both. They have all over their 
country many and various reprefentativc 
inftitutions; one for their whole union, 
the reft for particular provinces, counties, 
cities or other diftrifts; fome of them an¬ 
cient, fome new and introduced on ac¬ 
count of this critical and difficult con¬ 
juncture. Thefe bodies are truly and 
really without falffiood or fiction chofen 
and nominated either immediately or ul¬ 
timately by the perfons, whom they pre¬ 
tend to reprefent and for whom they aft : 
their duration is ffiort and their intire 
dependence upon their conftituents: their 
countrymen call their eyes towards them, 
they can confide in them and they pay 
them accordingly a due and adeferved re- 
fpeft and fubmiffion. -Thefe can there¬ 
fore reft rain, encourage, regulate and con¬ 
duct their aftions on great or on neceffary 
occafions. They are moft wife and moil 
excellent eftablifliments, however fome 
men proud of the little paltry power or 
diftinftion thrown upon them by a prince 
or a minifter may pretend to defpife and 
to traduce them : they can only obtain a- 
mong a free people, who will ever find 
the benefit of them; as will their enemies 
the difadvantage: they proceed indeed 

from 
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From the multitude and not from a An¬ 
gle matter, they bring with them no pro- 
lit, but in the fervice of the public ; but 
they are on account of thefe circumftances 
perhaps neither the lefs ufeful or the lets 
relpectable. Would to God, that no con¬ 
trail or contrary example could be pro¬ 
duced of any men nearer home and ad¬ 
vanced from a different quarter than from 
the people, who have by their inconli- 
derate conduit fir ft involved their coun¬ 
try in the guilt and the blame and who 
are by the lame means now bringing; on 
its head the milchiefs and the miferies of 
the prefent mo ft unhappy troubles* Thefe 
bodies might have been as beneficial to 
Great-Britain, as to America; if that a 
due ufe had been made of them* They 
removed from us the neceffity of ha¬ 
ving to do with confufed and enraged 
multitudes; we might by their means 
have treated with wife and with con- 
fiderate men : we needed no longer to 
have been in the hands of our own crea¬ 
tures and our own governors, fome of 
whom have by their falfe, their flat¬ 
tering, their felf-interefted advices and 
advice had but too much fhare in thefe 
mifchiefs > we fhould diredtly have dealt 

- F 2 with 
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with thofe, who well know and who 
would truly fpeak the opinions and the 
inclinations of their conftituents: they 
are the very provifion, which we fhould 
have wifhed for as the moft proper in- 
ftruments to bring back to their obedi¬ 
ence thefe our ancient colonies and depen¬ 
dencies. Ido not however mean by bribery 
or by bafe methods : there is not one of 
thefe men, but would be moft unworthy 
of his fituation and of the truft repofed 
in him, every drop of blood in whofe veins 
would not revolt at the leaft hint or ap¬ 
pearance of any fuch propolition nor would 
their conftituents be in that manner im- 
pofed upon ; but I mean by fair, fit, ho- 
neft, honourable terms, by conditions e- 
qually and mutually advantageous both to 
the colonies and to the mother-country 
and which furely might without difficulty 
have been found, at leaft far better and 
for Great-Britain efpecially, than the pre- 
fent unnatural and, it is to be feared, on 
our part fatal civil war. Let us then not 
aft'edl to contemn thofe, whom no man in 
his fenfes can but honour: let us not ar¬ 
rogantly rejedt every thing, which comes 
from their quarter: they are an appoint¬ 
ment of importance j if we will not profit 
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by them for our good, we fhall certainly 
feel the force of them by our evil. A late 
application from the chief Congrefs of 
that continent and its reception here do 
but too well warrant the urging and the 
preffing of this point: fuch another may 
never come from thence; but if neither 
reafon nor experience nor even opportu¬ 
nity provided and propofed to our hands 
will produce with us any effedt; what fate 
can a people expedt, who only turn againft 
themfelves the means, which Providence 
is pleafed to offer them for their fafety? 

The writer however does not mean on 
all occafions of this unfortunate divilion 
to warrant each action of our American 
countrymen under every poifible periecu- 
tion or provocation. I am unacquainted 
with their mifcondudt hitherto: let us 
drive or lead them into none fuch by our 
own behaviour and example. We are 
but at the beginning of troubles; the 
word parts of this ftory are probably be¬ 
hind. The paffions, the vices, the trail- 
ties of private perlbns will not fail to 
find a place amidft fuch ungovernable 
broils and contefts. What man or aflem- 
bly of men can diredt and confine within 
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compais all the confufion, the violence, 
the evils and the wafte of a civil war ? 
Who knows, whither the wind and the 
weather will blow the flame, when a whole 
region is on fire? What muft in that cafe 
the firflc incendiaries not have to anfwer 
for, be tney who they will* but how can 
any human repentance ever be fuflicient 
atonement in thole, who having undertaken 
the care of a great country and of its fafety 
and its welfare fling neverthelefs with 
their own rafh or impious hands the ac- 
curfed brands, which light up in it fuch 
a general and iuch a fatal conflagration ? 
Men of that turn certainly conceive in 
their minds no image of the many calami¬ 
ties occafioned by them : they would o- 
therwife never fleep in peace, who now 
appear perhaps little difturbed, but by 
their own diflipations or their own am¬ 
bition. What muft be the fituation of 
any one, who has it every moment to re- 
fled:; that he was born for the misfor¬ 
tunes of mankind and the ruin of his 
country? Let us however not make a 
very bad matter exceedingly worfe by 
harfhnefs, by cruelty, by any proceedings, 
which may require or may provoke and 
y/hich will in inch a cafe unquestionably 

be 
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be repaid with reprifals. It will be heap^ 
ing up of harm, that mu(t infallibly fall 
heavily on ourfelves. Hard words and 
big preteniions at home will be but a 
poor alleviation for the fufferings of 
thofe unfortunate perfons, who fliall in 
their turns be the victims of fuch a be¬ 
haviour on our parts. I have before faid 
fomething on this iubjedt: I will dwell 
no longer on it now. The weight however 
of all "the evils of this horrible civil war 
will lie upon the authors of the whole 
and every individual will belides be re- 
fponlible for his own immediate mifdeeds: 
fingle and independent actions mult be 
judged of by themlelves; but the general 
caufe will ever retain its original colour 
and complexion, 

We have however in a pamphlet in-r 
titled Taxation no Tyranny been told 
that government cannot he limited; that 

there mujl be in all jlates an unlimited 

government or one bounded only by pnyjical 

necefjity; that this may do wrong, but that 

it mujl neverthelefs not be rejijled; fog that 

can be done only by rebellionT I his is the 
pofition. 

* Taxation no Tyranny, p. 24. In fovereignty there 
are no gradations. There may be limited royalty, there 
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pofition. I would advife fuch writers 
well to beware how they renew princi- 
pies, which formerly produced among us 
fo much milchief , how they rafhly un- 
fheath again the fword dyed with the 
blood of Charles the Firft and which has 
twice driven into bamfhment his unfor¬ 
tunate family. The dodtrine of defpo- 
tifm did thefe things and more. We 
fhall perhaps be told, that this doctrine 
was then applied to the Prince, but that 
now it is fo to the Parliament. Alas! a 

thin partition—I will at this inftant not 
inquire, whether there is in that diftinc- 
tion always as much real difference, as the 
firif found of the words may fometimes 
feem to imply or to import; I will not 

afk 

may be limited confulfhip ; hut there can be no limitedgo¬ 

vernment . There mull: in every fociety be tome power or 
other, from which there is no appeal, which admits no 
reft nations, which pervades the whole mafs of the com¬ 
munity, regulates and adjufts all fubordination ; ena&s 
laws and repeals them, ercdls or annuls judicatures, extends 
or contracts privileges, exempt itfqlf from queilion or 
conti oul and bounded only by phyjical necejjity. 

By this power wherever it fubfills all legillation and ju- 
nldidion is animated and maintained. From this all le- 
gai rights are emanations, which, whether equitably or 
not may be legally recalled ; it is not infallible, for it may 

0pvp0/ig ; but it is irrejijlible, for it can be refjled only by 
rebellion, by an a£l which makes it quellionable, what 
ihall be from thence forward the fupreme power. 
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afk again, whether there were in the way 
no Adis of Parliament, when the Prince 
of Orange landed at Torbay, marched to 
London and was made King in his own 
right; but the proportions and the ex¬ 
pressions before referred to evidently iig- 
nify either a right in the government to 
do wrong or a duty of paffive obedience 
and of non-refiftance in the fubject, when 
there is no right at all in the govern¬ 
ment; the one or the other of which ap¬ 
pears to be no better than downright non- 
fenfe, contradiction and abfurdity and but 
a moft weak and molt defpicable founda¬ 
tion for the great work of overturning 
the liberties and the properties not of one 
Angle people only, but of all mankind. 

f. , 
»• 

When this claim of abfolute power was 
formerly trumpeted under thole princes, 
whom it was to have made magnificently 
great, but who miferably buffered by its 
means ; the parafites, the flatterers, the 
hunters after preferment of thole days 
firft founded it on divine right; but they 
had very evil fortune. A fecond fort then 
arofe, who faw this and who belides ne¬ 
ver loved to walk in the fame way with 
the others, even when they fought the 
fame end : thefe fixed it in the lirength 

of 
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of the Leviathan; which means in plain 
Englifh and when examined to the bottom 
neither more or lefs than the law of the 
dronged or the longed: fword. Our pre- 
fent advocates of the fame caufe are not 
pleafeci to be explicit on this fubjedt. 
They advance the like exorbitant and ex¬ 
travagant claim, but do not fo clearly ex¬ 
plain on what ground: It feems now to 
over-fhadow the earth with its body, but 
to hide its head in the clouds. Divine 
right however is gone much out of fa- 
lhion: fome other people formerly very 
fond of it are now fhifting their own de¬ 
mands upon a ground, which they like 
better. The pain of rebellion is likewife 
produced for the proof and the fmction of 
this power. It is undoubtedly of the 
.edablifhment of the Leviathan; although 
there may be fome caution with refpedt 
to fpeaking out. I fay then to this, that 
the longed fword is undoubtedly a very 
refpectable authority and what no prudent 
perfon would advife another hadily and 
ralhly to difpute, wherever it happens to 
be for the time; but that it is apt to 
change hands. The Behemoth may come 
and may overpower the Leviathan. The 
iword of Oliver proved longer or dron- 

ger 
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ger than that of Charles: he became then 
the governing beaft. What a parliament 
is to-day, afi'emblies or committees or 
congreffes may be to-morrow. That 
criterion determines now nothing be^ 
tween us and the Americans: it refers 
all, whether we are tyrants or they are 
rebels to be decided, when that the 
fwords fhall fairly and fully have been 
meafured. What are the pains and the 
penalties of rebellion to thofe, who get 
the better ? Will this writer or any other 
go and hang that bell on the neck of 
Wafhington or of Putnam; if they and 
their continent fhall be conquerors ? This 
is crying havoc and letting flip the dogs 
of war on all occaiions. Don’t relift un- 
lefs you are the ftrongeft; left you Ihould 
be lhort by the head : if you can make 
yourfelf raafter, all is well; my objec¬ 
tion is nothing, and your enemy muft 
then look to his. This is the dodtrine, 
which is to keep peace between hates and 
their lubjedts : it preaches abiolute power 
on the one hand, rebellion on the other 
and nothing between. It would no doubt 
fuit wonderfully well with patrons bent 
on ruling delpotically and ready rathei to 
rifque their due authority, than not to at- 

TjLI 
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tain to that end. The arguments of all 
from the paradoxical dean to the itinerant 
preacher bottom on the fame principle, 
which do not Stand on the ground of con- 
fent: even the words of legislative autho¬ 
rity and Supremacy fo extremely refpedta- 
ble in their right and their proper fenfe 
feem in the difcourfe of feme individuals 
to mean no more, than the Strength of 
the Leviathan. 

j 

Let us however totally quit this narrow 
ground and let us endeavour to coniider in 
feme general, extenfive, and decifive man¬ 
ner this moll important and to all mankind 
moll interesting queftion—Whether that 
there is and there mull or there can be in 
every ftate a clefpotic, abfolute, arbitrary 
governing body of men without check, 
without controul and whom it is unlaw¬ 
ful to refill in any cafe whatfoever with¬ 
out exception. I fay then thereupon; 
that all things will probably have a pe¬ 
riod, which have had a beginning; fo 
mull however moll certainly every hu¬ 
man institution. States have their birth, 
become mature and then decay; none is 
nor can be fo well contrived or well con¬ 
stituted, but that it will through its in¬ 

ternal 
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ternal weaknefs and by corruption or by, 
fome other means become in time the 
prey of abfolute and of arbitrary power. 
This has long been the cafe of the many 
free governments of Greece and of the 
mighty and the eminent republic of Rome; 
it is the conftant courfe of the whole 
world: every ancient nation has taken 
and every other mud and will take its 
courfe in the fame manner: the prefent 
public appearances of Europe are not fuch 
as to deny credit to that point. Let us 
then confider upon this the confequences 
of the doftrine in queftion. Here are all 
mankind at once condemned to a perpe¬ 
tual bondage : there remains no right of 
reiifiance, no remedy, no redrels, no means 
of recovery for them, at lead: unlefs that 
their tyrants fhould of themfelves be 
pleafed to lay down their arms and then- 
power and to beg of their iubjefis to ac¬ 
cept again of their liberties and their 
properties. I need not flay to inquire, 
whether fuch is the nature of tyranny or 
the purpofe of the proportion before us. 
A total, general defpotilin muff by de¬ 
grees obtain and in the end reign every 
where: it will, as it were, cover and en¬ 
velope the whole globe of our earth. 

r What 
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VV hat a comfortable condition of huma-1 

nity is thus carved out for us! Is this then 
the work of that molt benevolent Power, 
vvhofe every fmalleft production befpeaks 
a goodnefs infinitely beyond the wit of 
the wifeft man to trace or to underhand; 
can they be divines, fcholars and philofo- 
phers, who preach and who teach thefe 
doctrines and what are the rewards, for 
which men of letters fo lower themfelves 

to maintain the redtitude of ruinin°* 
their country, the right of irrefiifible ty- 
i anny and the unavoidable and the irreco¬ 
verable flavery of the whole human ipe- 
t jc s ? There was formerly a mythology 
of two eternal, independent beings, the 
one good and the other evil; who go¬ 
verned the univerfe, but who were ever 
at variance with one another. If that 
this could be the cafe and that the bad 
power was contrary to the Perlian opinion 
the rtrongefl and the uppermoft Inch a 
ftate of things might naturally and necef- 
farily obtain on the habitation of men : 
but any one may be bold to fay, that this 
oppreffive and this deteflable fyftem can on 
no other terms nor other fuppolition take 
place and propolitions of the fort in quef- 
tion would have better become the prieffs 

and 
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and the minifters of fuch a malevolent 
divinity; than they do the fervants or the 
dependants of that all-preferving princi¬ 
ple, which has framed the earth, the air 
and the feas and which is Pi eafed to grant 
unto man life, liberty and property for the 
purpofe of ufing and of enjoying them. 

So much for the dodrine of defpotifm. 
It is however to be hoped, that we are 
not yet fo bowed and fo broken to the 
yoke, as to trample with indifference up¬ 
on our bed: rights and privileges; we are 
Purely not going to become a bye-word 
among nations and the fhame of our own 
anceflors ; we cannot certainly be unwil¬ 
ling to hear the fix'd: intereffs of ourfelves 
and of all mankind endeavoured to be de¬ 
fended againft fuch extravagant and fuch 
exorbitant claims over us. The American 
caufe requires on this head, no more than 
is laid already and fo I would be under- 
flood ; the prefent writer however does 
not fcruple, but is proud to fet his hand 
to the principles of liberty, whenever and 
wherever they fhall lie before him. Let 
me therefore be on this fubjed differed to 
point towards the outlines of a fyftem of 
civil government, at leaf! very different 

from 
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from that of llavery. Good and evil, plea- 
fure and pain, happinefs and mifery are 
then the interefting objects of all beings 
endowed with a fenfation of them: they 
are, as it were, the polar ftars towards 
which the axle of every world mult per¬ 
petually point: they are the motives of 
all human adtions and endeavours : every 
thing elfe refers finally and perhaps folely 
to them : the one of them of neceffity is 
our conftant defire and the other our un¬ 
alterable averfion. Good or happinefs 
feems indeed to be the great end, and 
as it were, the foundation of the uni- 
verfe itfelf, fo far as our weak faculties 
enable us to judge upon fuch a tranfcen- 
dent fubjedt: mankind is not only inti- 
tled, but bound to purfue it. Such is the 
general and the unalterable nature allotted 
O 

to us by the tranfcendent principle on 
which we depend and from which we 
have received our being. The fame high 
author has under thefe landtions of good 
and of evil given us feveral laws, as duty 
to our parents, protedtion of our children, 
truth, juftice and others : that is, he has 
either inftantly or by neceffary chains of 
caufes and of effects duly and refpedh vely 
annexed to the obfervance or the violation 

of 
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of fuch rules the reward of pleafure or the 
penalty of pain. Thefe his laws all tend 
to the fame purpofe of the general happi- 
nefs : they are prior and fuperior to any 
human appointment: men and nations 
may negledt or may offend againft, they 
cannot however repeal, annul or abro¬ 
gate them; thefe chains will continue 
conffant and unbroken notwithstanding 
our ftrongeft efforts, our fulled: refolves* 
all our aits and our Statutes, our cuff 
toms and our practices to the contrary: 
a higher power than ours holds his hand 
to this point. Thefe things Sometimes 
proceed in a plain and an immediate, but 
often likewife in a complicated, an unob- 
fervable or to us an unaccountable man¬ 
ner; which is no wonder; fince that they 
are the combined effects of infinite power, 
wifdom and goodnefs. This is noble mat¬ 
ter, .but into which I do not now mean 
to enter nicely and minutely. 1 am not 
pretending to explain a compleat fyftem 
of morality or of policy ; it will be lutfff 
cient for my fubjeft to obferve the foun¬ 
dations, on which thele ftand. The mo¬ 
ral however much refembles the material 
world: outward force is the means, which 
commands us in the latter: we cannot in 
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it alter the great laws of nature: num- 
berlefs operations therein are notwith- 
flanding fubjeded to our will and our 
power; but ever within the bounds pre¬ 
ferred to us. I fay, that it is the fame 
in moral things: very many circumftances 
of them are within the compafs and the 
competence of man; but fo as we obferve 
our limits. We are in the one cafe con¬ 
fined by an external ftrength, which fate 
does not fuffer us to overcome : we are in 
the other reftrained by the confiderations of 
our own good and our own evil where a grea¬ 
ter freedom is left to us of addon; we have 
neverthelefs in both cafes laws and bounds 
from above. Civil government is among 
the things within our province and a moft 
important one : it is by experience found 
to contribute in a great degree towards 
the happinefs of our fpecies: it is an union 
and a compad for that end and for that 
only; for procuring the good and the ad¬ 
vantage and for preventing the evil and 
the calamities of thofe, who compofe it: 
a prodigious objed when millions of man¬ 
kind are therein concerned : this is the 
principle from which it proceeds : thefe 
are the views from which it never can 

confli- 



. V; v 

. 

I»’ 
^■1 

[ 85 ] 
constitutionally Swerve. To agree and to 
aSSociate together for our mifchief and our 
miiery, does not even come within our 
conception ; it would be fomething more 
than null and void, it would be utterly 
abfurd if that we did. I fay nothing how 
far every man has in himfelf or can in 
confequence give to others a command 
over his life; but what contracts would 
or could bind any one to continue in ex¬ 
istence and at the fame time not to defire 
or to endeavour after his own felicity ? 
There are various and different forms of 
civil government : its chief means is the 
institution of laws and of magistrates and 
its main ends are perfonal fafety and private 
property: the right of Self-defence is in 
neceffary cafes prelerved under it to indi¬ 
viduals: rights belonging to the body and 
not parted with remain there; rights en¬ 
trusted by it, but being at an end return 
again thither. This circumstance of ma¬ 
gistracy is not inherent in the perfon like 
a quality received from nature of youth or 
health, of Strength or beauty; but it is 
a truft, an office, a jurifdidtion. When 
magiftrates more or fewer in number and 
higher or lower in rank, a king, a con- 
itable,. an affembly, a fenate, a legiflature 

G 2 



exceed this their public capacity, they 
become and are in that refpedt no more 
than private perfons : they may then be 
withfiood and be refilled, as fuch; if they 
offer violence and injufiice. Should a king 
in a tranfport of paffion endeavour to flay 
one of his fubjedts; who had no means of 
defence, but by the deflrudtion of the ag- 
greffor ; it would for fuch a fubjedt be as 
lawful to put an end to the life of his 
king, as to that of any other man in their 
common nation on the like occafion. 
Where the right of command in the ma- 
giflrate ends, there begins in the cafe of 
wrong the right of refiflance in the fub- 
jedt. On this propofition depend all per- 
fonal fafetyand all private property, where, 
ever civil fociety has been introduced: 
there will be left neither the one or the 
other of them throughout the whole world; 
they are now not to be found among men 
in a ftate of nature and they will belides 
be totally banifhed from every empire, 
kingdom and commonwealth upon earth, 
if that this point be but determined in the 
negative. Should then any government 
pervert the very purpofe of its inflitution; 
fhould it infiead of the benefit and the 
profperity feek the bane and the defiruc- 



tion of the people confided to its care; to 
make a queflion; whether thefe have 
themfelves in that cafe a right to purfue 
and to provide for their happinefs by fuch 
means, as they conceive the moft condu¬ 
cive thereto, be it by rei'iltance or by obe¬ 
dience ; feems much what it would be to 
debate, whether it is lawful for the fparks 
to fly upwards or for (tones to fall to the 
ground or for the planets to gravitate to¬ 
wards the center of their fyftem: they 
mull all of them equally be impelled and 
be drawn by their refpedtive nature to 
their proper end. It is likewife not per¬ 
mitted for magiftrates to abrogate the e- 
ternal and the unalterable laws of Provi¬ 
dence. It is fo very far from being truej 
that there is or there can be upon the 
earth a body of men defpotic, abfolute 
and bound only by phyjicul nscejfity, than 
which the Englifh language hardly tuiv 
nifhes a more emphatical expreffion; tnat 
fhould a whole nation command with an 
unanimous voice one of its individuals to 
flay his own fon or to lift up his hand a- 
gainfl his father: I will be bold to fay, 
that fuch a perfon would have a right ra¬ 
ther to refill than to perform it; if he 
could on the face of the earth find help 
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or proteftion or if he was of himfelf able 
to matter thofe, who fhould endeavour to 
enforce the impious command. The firft 
laws mutt ever be thofe of the incompre- 
henfible power, on which the whole world 
depends. 

It may perhaps be hereupon afked; why 
aie not then almott all ttates in continual 
convulfions and diftradtions, lince men 
armed and tempted with power are lo 
apt to trefpafs beyond their due bounds. 
I fay from the fame fimple principle of 
this tendency and this attachment to hap- 
pineis perpetually fubfifting in all beings. 
A general love and defire of peace, an a- 
vertton to ditturbance and to confuiion, 
the common intereft of every one in or¬ 
der and in union remain and continue not- 
withttanding the imprudence or the am¬ 
bition of thofe at the helm. The acqui- 
efcence, the forbearance, the patience of 
the people and the public take place, 
where the ttridt right of their rulers is at 

often do thefe preferve 
and uphold governments, after that they 
have themfelves by their ill condudt wea¬ 
kened or perhaps deftroyed their firtt and 
their original foundations ? This is the 

great 



great and the effectual caufe which main¬ 
tains the internal tranquillity of nations 
and, if I may fay fo, the domeftic quiet of 
the world. How happy would it be for man¬ 
kind if the outward peace of dates with 
each other was half as well preferved, which 
commonly depends not upon the people, 
but upon their governments ? It mull be 
confidered, that a right to refill is almoll 
always accompanied by another circum- 
ftance, which is, if I may fo exprefs my- 
felf, a like and an equal right not to re¬ 
fill. A traveller has a right to refill a 
robber on the road, but his piftols are in 
his holders *or he can fpare his money and 
he defires to deep in a whole Ikin; he is 
not according to the vulgar expredion faid 
to be common on fuch occadons obliged 
to have his brains blown about his eais, 
only becaufe he has the benefit of felf- 
deftnce, if he pleafes. It is common to 
have a right to a fmall fum of money, out 
which will cod ten times its value to de¬ 
mand in a court ol law. A right does 
not deprive people of their fenfes. A pii- 
vate perfon in England would loon be diot 
upon the highway or be ruined in W ed- 
minder-hall or would meet with fome 
other milchance and be in the mean time 
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excluded from all honed; company, as 
tioublefome and quarrelfome; whodiould 
purfue and prolecute one half of the rights, 
which fortune to make no mention of na¬ 
ture confers upon him. It is not to be 
imagined, that every man cads about the 
fird moment of rifmg out of his bed in a 
morning only how to didurb the date or 
to dedroy himfelf. An Englidiman has 
a diorter method than to trouble others, 
when he is in fo didempered a mood or 
however he would foon be brought to a 
bettei mind in a country, where content 
and good government give a vigour to the 
laws. The Earl of Ed'ex is faid in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth to have run 
through the dreets of London calling and 
crying to arms: the citizens kept about 
th^ir budnefs in peace: he dept that even¬ 
ing in the d ower and from thence depped 
foon afterwards to the fcaffold. It is one 
thing ralhly and wantonly to unfettle the 
quiet of a date and another very different 
to move with the whole; when grievances 
are infupportable, when events are ripe 
and when the hand of Providence prepares 
a revolution as the lad refource of an op- 
predea and a luffering people. Govern¬ 
ments have drong and wide and deep roots 
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nor are to be moved or fliaken but by vi¬ 
olent hurricanes, by high and public and 
probably not ill-grounded difcontents. 
The head and the heighth even of the laft 
rebellion in Great-Britain give no con¬ 
viction to the contrary. Thefe were to¬ 
tally owing to the mifmanagement of the 
adminiftration at the time; as might from 
authentic materials be eafily demonfixated 
and as is well known to thofe, who are 
acquainted with the conduct of the re¬ 
gency and the cabinet on that occafion. 
How fmall a matter was the former rifing 
for the fame caufe in the year fifteen, 
which had neverthelefs more hidden foun¬ 
dation and was at the bottom more abet¬ 
ted than the other ? Is it believed, that 
fubjeCts are more apt to become rebels, 
than their rulers are to turn tyrants ; al¬ 
though the latter circumftance often gives 
occafion to a charge of the former ? How 
many free ftates have by gentle degrees 
funk into fiavery for one righteous rule, 
that was ever overturned by violence ? The 
difturbance ot the public peace is to a 
whole people always a moll ferious and 
moft important objeCl. It would perhaps 
be on a ;'air examination lound, that men 
of moderate means love and pofiiblj' that 

they 
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they enjoy too their domeftic comfort and 
felicity, at lead: as much as the rich and 
the great. What alone feems to caufe the 
true difficulty in this coniideration is, that 
fome perions are fo elevated with their 
privileges and their prerogatives, as ever 
to look down with contempt upon the 
community: they can brook no conde- 
fcenfion towards that quarter : they can¬ 
not perfwade themfelves to own; that 
tftey hold or they enjoy by their means 
fuch precious boons, as riches, honours 
and power : they delire enough to accept 
and to pollefs thofe benefits, but it is upon 
the proudeft and the mod: prefumptuous 
terms: give me leave to fay, that they are 
hardly willing to acknowledge the fupe- 
riority of Providence itfelf on this fubjett: 
I mean, that they deny the validity of his 
laws and, if they fometimes introduce his 
authority, it feems to be only for the pur- 
pole of putting themfelves in his place. 
It is however to be feared, that there are 
hanging over our heads events ; which 
may before long bring to another fenfe of 
themfelves fuch men, as mud: for that 
end learn the hard ledon of misfortunes 
and of calamities. 



It is perhaps no very uncommon opi¬ 
nion; that the many and the multitude are 
conftantly endeavouring to run wrong and 
that their rulers and their governors are 
ever hard at work to fet or to keep them 
to rights; but this is a fancy, which has 
not the lead; foundation except in the pre¬ 
judices of the perfons entertaining it and 
directly the contrary of which will upon 
a fair enquiry into the fadt be certainly 
found the cafe. I will appeal to any one, 
whofe fenfes are not abfolutely bought and 
fold; whether it is the people and the 
public or whether it is the adminiftration 
and (if a handful of inconfiderate men 
are to be dignified with that name) the 
government, who have in the prelent cafe 
and in our own country fought confufion 
and enfued it ? This reiledtion will like- 
wife hold true upon a larger fcale. States 
almoft always fiourifh according to their 
freedom and according to the greater or 
the lelfer proportion of the community,^ 
which pai takes in the government ot 
them ; but princes without reflraint and 
adding only by their minilhers feldom or 
never fail to turn into delaits tiiCir clo11ji 
nions. Let any one call his eyes or his 
thoughts over France, over Spain, over 

Italy, 
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Italy, over Germany without paffing from 

Europe into Turkey and into Perfia, all 
of them countries moft bountifully blef- 
fed by the beneficent hand of nature, and 
having io done let him then fay, whether 
it is rebellion or it is defpotifm, which 
lays waffce the world. Our own nation 
was formerly famous for the check and 
the controul which it kept upon its go¬ 
vernors and fo has it likewife been for 
its figure abroad and its felicity at home: 
our domeftic hiftory however confifts fince 
the Revolution of a conftant complaifance 
in our parliaments for our princes and 
their minifters, I mean in our parlia¬ 
ments, that are pafi:; but is the moment 
very far remote, when we fhall fenfibly 
and perhaps fatally experience, whether 
the abjedtnefs and the obfequioufnefs of 
this latter period have more contributed 
to the profperity or even to the quiet and 
the fecurity of the public, than the for¬ 

mer firmnefs, fteadinefs and let me add, 
at times warrantable and necelfary refin¬ 
ance of our anceftors ? We are fure, that 
the one rendered us an inftance of a rich, 
a powerful, and upon the whole likewife 
a well-governed nation; God forbid, that 

the other lltould firft fling us into confu- 
fion 
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lion and then fink us into nothing! But 
it may be faid; are there then no inftances 
of popular dilorders and difturbances ? 1 
anfwer ; what were the tumults of Tyler, 
of Cade or of Malfanello more than fires 
of ftraw kindled and extinguifhed in an 
inftant ? Such things are not the wounds 
of a needle, if I may fay fo, in the wel¬ 
fare or the hiftory of a nation. It was 
the defence of the conllitution, which 
drove our anceftors into arms againft 
Charles the fir ft nor fo far did they fuffer 
by it. The conduct of Cromwell was by 
the means of a veteran army devoted to 
its leader a fhort turn upon both prince 
and people, both royalifts and republi¬ 
cans ; but the bent and the inclinations 
of the whole righted again that affair in a 
few years. It was from the tempei ol the 
community at the time, that General 
Monk took his meafures. This ambition 
however and this apoftacy of Cromwell to 
difgraced the republican caufe and fo funk 
the republican fpirit, that they have fince 
never held up their heads in England. 
Were not the perfons now prefiding over 
us fo far above the poor counfels of this 
writer, my humble advice to them would 
be- that they fhould beware of reviving 
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them. I do not at all mean, that there 
is in the nation now any tendency that 
way: the prefent complexion of the pub¬ 
lic appears to be of a very different cad:. 
It mult be totally the management of our 
minilfers; if republicanifm does in our 
days ever recover and raife again its crefl 
among us. Who knows however what 
may poifibly and by induftry be brought 
to pais ? Some men have a mod; fuccefs- 
ful hand at milchief, when they fet about 
it. They have certainly given rife to thir¬ 
teen republics elfewhere; who appear a 
fhort time lince to have little thought of 
any iuch thing; but it is to be hoped, 
that the experience already proved will 
caufe them to flop their headlong career, 
before that they produce any fuch defpe- 
rate effedts nearer home. There is on the 
fubjedt of our companion in the balance 
of the people however many millions of 
men, who have with refpedt to political 
concerns no intered: but in the good of 
the public; there are the lights, the expe¬ 
rience and the underftanding of a whole na. 
tion : whereas on the other fide and in the 
miniflerial fcale are often only the blind- 
nefs, the obftinacy and the phrenzy of a 
lew, who are but too apt to make the 

whole 



whole a prey to their private paffions and 
advantage. Where is the wonder then 
that both the pail hiilory and the prelent 
condition of mankind ihould unite to in- 
ftrudl us, that it is not the many and the 
multitude but that it is courts and ca¬ 
binets which are the more given to go 
wrong and which commonly want the 
curb and the reilraint of the others to 
keep them right. 

Some one may perhaps on the other 
hand here demand ; what force and effect 
then can this right of the collective body 
have, if it is of fo gentle and fo inactive 
a nature, as is here reprefented ? I an- 
fwer; that it is like a fword, which may 
in cafe of neceffity be drawn out of its 
fcabbard. It is a power dormant and quiet 
in all tolerable times; but which provo¬ 
ked by oppreffion beyond bounds has in 
the hiftory of mankind tumbled many a 
tyrant from his throne. It keeps even on 
common occalions lawlefs and defpotical 
men in fome check and fome awe. How 
little liberty is now to be any where found; 
but what would be the condition of na¬ 
tions j if that this right and the fenle and 
the apprehenfion of it were totally remo¬ 
ved from among mankind ? 

It 
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It is a circumftance, which has fome- 
times been much agitated on this fubjed; 
who is then to judge when and whether 
thefe magiftrates, thefe rulers are within 
or without their limits, are doing right 
or wrong ? I truft, this point to have 
been already explained: the queftion how¬ 
ever anfwers itfelf. Grant to any man a 
grain of power and let him in the laft in- 
ftance but decide upon the extent of its 
jurifdidion and the reditude of its execu¬ 
tion and you give him the whole world. 
He will be far more powerful than the fa¬ 
mous mathematician and mechanic of old; 
for he will not move, but he will poffefs 
the earth: fuch is the boundlefs ambition 
of man. The very point formerly propo- 
fed by King Charles the firft to the twelve 
j udges was; whether he might not lawfully 
levy fhip-money in cafe of necefiity and 
whether he was not judge of that necef- 
fity. He wanted nothing more to put 
the whole property of his people in his 
power. It is therefore an utter abfurdity 
to fuppofe, that the perfons confided in 
are to determine this matter in their own 
cafe and for themfelves ; but it mult ne- 
ceflarily be the body of their conftituents, 
from whom the truft and the office are 

derived: 
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derived : but how will a whole nation of 
Such a number of people adt and execute 
their judgment and their opinion? This 
is going back again : I Shall only repeat, 
by fupporting and by preferving the peace 
of the fubfifting ftate; except in cafes of 
the very laft and utmoft extremity; when 
men will no doubt again do, as many 
others and Englishmen in particular have 
fo often done before. However we may 
have foregone the principles* we certainly 
have not forgotten the hiftory of our an¬ 
cestors. Thus therefore does upon the 
whole the great concern of human hap- 
pinefs firSt form civil government and then 
reStrain the magistrate on the one hand 
and the multitude on the other : a moft 
excellent institution, when that incom¬ 
parable principle is buffered to continue 
its operation and its influence ; but if we 
once quit that objed: as the end and con- 
fent as the means, we muft neceffarily run 
into a wildernefs; where we cannot fail of 
falling a prey either to a qualified plun¬ 
derer of a prince or to lome bold and law- 
lefs leader of banditti, who carves out 
his fortune for himfelf with his fword. 

Let us fee then, whether thele opini¬ 
ons are not confonant to the hiftory and 
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the confutation of our own country, as 
well as applicable to the events of the 
prelent times. Our anceflors formerly 
ah mbled and reiolved upon their laws 
and their nieaiures in their collective capa¬ 
city : their princes ana their leaders were 
as evidently commxffioned in the execu¬ 
tion of them, as one private perfon is by 
another : the power then reverted to the 
body and on occalion blued from it again. 
I his was tire nrit origin of our form of 
government ; where we are to leek, where 
we fhall find and by which we ihall com¬ 
prehend its real, original nature and ef- 
fence. Whatever changes or variations 
have through necefiityand the mutability 
oi things iince jbeen made or happened 
m its outward form and circumilances* 
thefe have all referred and related to its 
primitive inherent principle: this was on 
fuch occasions never underftood to have 
been overturned or over-ruled. Repre- 
fentation frit took place inftead of per- 
fonal preience : the condition of the na¬ 
tion united into one rendered this necef- 
fary : it was a great alteration, but it 
hands on the fame ground of the confent 
and the concurrence of the whole. Every 
freeman had in the beginning his voice 

towards 
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towards chuftng tbs general repreft 

nves Eledions began next to be con¬ 
fined and to be reftrifted: voters for coun¬ 
ties were required to own a certain annual 
income in land: other refhv in ts Were like - 
wife contrived : a nominal, artificial, fic¬ 
titious freedom was introduced into ci¬ 
ties and. into towns inftead of the true 
and the real one, a freedom only from 
ftavery and from villenage: new and nar- 
iow rights or voting were invented : bo¬ 
roughs were empowered to fend members 
or Parliament, to which the number of 
tneir innabitants did upon a juft and a 
general companion by no means entitle 
them : places once confiderable came to 
decay and preferved neverthelefs that pri¬ 
vilege. It is not more melancholy, than 
it is certain and evident, that our confti- 
tution has by the means of theie abufes 
multiplied and increafed through a fuc- 
ceftion of ages at length totally loft its 
true and its juft bias. I muft be per- 
fwaded, tli'it the pferfons now poflefied of 
its powers would upon a proper applica¬ 
tion of the public reftore to us our right¬ 
ful and our ancient form of government 
I mean, a delegated body as one part,, 
Which being fairly, equally, generally and 
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impartially chofen, may reprefent the 
whole by as natural and as necell'ary a 
connexion, as a fir ado w reprefents its fub- 
flance or the image in a mirror its origi- 
nal. Is it unlawful to fay, that we fhall 
be refuied our right, if that fuch a boon 
or demand {hall be denied us ? I truth 
however, that this will not be the cafe 
and the times do certainly require, that 
we fhouid fpeedily and earneflly make the 
requefL How vain muft then be the 
pretence, that perions appointed in their 
greater and confequently their governing 
part by a fmail proportion only of the 
whole nation can have over us an abfolute 
and an ar bitrary power in ail cafes what- 
ioever without any exception, without re- 
Grefs or resource in the laws of God or ot 
man ? T. j m is fpoken with ref peft to Great- 
Britain ; but when the fame claim is ex- 
ten dc 1 o\ - r countries diftant irom us feve- 
ral thounmd miles and being without the 
leaft lliare even in fuch a choice and ha¬ 
ving governments and legifiatures of their 
o vn and declaring with a wonderful una¬ 

nimity agairJl that claim, how can it but 
be numbered with infallibility, divine 
right and fome other pretentions of that 
fort, which power has at times been able 

more 
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more or lefs to impofe and to fpread among 
men, but again-d which reafon exer- 
cifed with any the leald degree of free¬ 
dom has ever mold Itrongly revolted and 
remonftrated ? Neither is this all; the 
prefent difpute particularly regards taxa¬ 
tion. This ruling and this taxing body 
are to fave and to fpare in the pocke s of 
themfelves and of their condiments pre- 
cilely as much money, as they t Jce out 
of thofe of the others, a pound for a 
pound, a thoufand for a thoufand and a 
million for a million. Does not this < 
cumftance contain in itfelf fuch a contraid 
and a contradiction, that it would appear 
impoffible to be a point of aifpute; but 
that at this inftant treatifes, addreffes arid 
I know what are writing in letters of 
blood, that a great continent is threaten¬ 
ed to be laid wafte with fire and with 
fword and that the mold eminent id and 
of the whole world is brought to the very 
brink of being undone upon the iubjeCd 
of it ? Were it in a common caie and about 
a moderate matter, would any one hear 
or anfwer it with feriouinefs ? \'V Quid to 
God, that I had yet done. This 1; me 
taxing body have in leis than ninety years 
contracted for its own nation a debt of 
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one hundred and forty millions fieri mg or 
thereabouts belides vaft turns fpent and 
i aidd in the mean time. The nation is 
oelieved not to have had fair play upon that 

head j but that particulars were by places, 
by penfions, by preferments and ad¬ 
vantages of various and endlefs forts re¬ 
paid or rewarded for the burthens laid 
upon them by the public. None will 
deny or aifpute this j at leaf! unlefs it 
fliouid be fome, who belt know it to be 
ti ue. Vv as tnen the hand of adminidra- 
tion ever dronger than at this indant ? 
Vvdiat has happened with refpedt to par¬ 
liaments not long pad: mud not the fame 
be expected to happen with regard to thofe 
toon to come; however the perfonal vir¬ 
tue of die individuals compofing the pre¬ 
fect may be proof againd fuch objects ? 
Vv iiat mud be die force of this means ap¬ 
plied to pen wade men to grant the money 
of. others abroad, when it has had fuch 
effecLis upon them in the cafe of giving 
and laviflung their and our own at home? 

The whole of thele things being there¬ 
fore taken together ; the original inequa¬ 
lity of our elections themfelves, the remote 
regions in qucdion having nothing to do 
even with them, the intered of the taxing 

* O 
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party to load thofe taxed for the eafe of 
themfclves, and a private, but mod ftrong 
influence holding the b ck hand of all, 
I will leave it with every one to deter¬ 
mine ; whether it is wronging this pro- 
pofltion to reckon it among the ahfurdi- 
ties of the firffc rank ever remembered to 
have been enforced by the hand or been 
advanced by the pride of power. How 
ftiould any fuch prdpofition poflibly con- 
lift with juftice ? \\ ho can fo diiTolve all 
fenfe and reafon, all right and wrong ? Our 
Parliaments themfclves are undoubtedly 
within the bounds of human beings. Are 
they able to feparate from exiftence a de- 
lire of happinefs or can they abolifh among 
men the right of felf-prefervation ? Have 
they depofed Providence from the govern¬ 
ment of the world or when did they wreft 
the feeptre out of the hands of the Al¬ 
mighty ? Is then any one fo full of him- 
felf as to fancy, that he can with a few 
ayes or noes at a table of corrupt or ot un¬ 
corrupt men repeal and annul the general 
principles and laws of all nature, which 
not only compafs and pervade this com¬ 
paratively fmall ball of our earth; but 
whofe beginning in time pair or whole 
end in time to come or whole extent in 

H 4 that 
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that prefent is every one of them infinitely 
beyond the very narrow bounds of his lit¬ 
tle and contemptible conception ? 

So much for our legiflative and I defirc 
now to fay fomething concerning our ju¬ 
dicial constitution, juries are not only a 

moft reafonable and moft equitable means 
of determination in matters of meum and 
tuum between man and man ; but they 
are likewife a very excellent fafeguard of 
the general rights of the community a- 
gainft the attacks and the attempts of 
princes, of minifters or of any other pow- 
erjul. perfons. They reprefent in their 
province the public, not by election, but 
as a lair, equal, indifferent part and pat¬ 
tern of the whole. This is the fenfe and 
the language of our law and in that mean¬ 
ing it is, that every one fubmitting to 
them puts himielf upon his country. 
They have in the moft dangerous and moft 
defperate periods ftood in the breach and 
made head againft our court and its ca¬ 
binet, when Parliaments were laid afide 
and unable to help themfelves. They 
have then not Icrupled to prefent and to 

demand juftice againft the fuccefibr to 
tne throne; which ad: of theirs the whole 

nation 
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nation confirmed by banifhing notwith¬ 
standing the moft folemn ftatutes him and 
his, when he came afterwards himfelf to 
the crown. They fheltered at the fame 
time, as it were, under the fhield of Ig¬ 
noramus the friends and the defenders of 
the public liberty. All human inftitu- 
tions muft ever keep an infinite diflance 
from every production of nature ; but if 
there is among them fome one, which 
bears more the femblance of a divine ap¬ 
pointment than any other; I believe it to 
be the democratical part of the Englifh 
conftitution. May heaven long prelerve 
the whole of it entire and perfect ! Being 
however the offspring of frailty it mult 
perifh and I appeal to every one, whether 
the legillative branch of it does not alrea¬ 
dy begin to betray ftronger proofs of its 
mortal birth, than the judicial. I don’t 
neverthelefs prelume from thence to lay* 
that it will fooner come to an abfolute de¬ 
cay and corruption than the othei: much 
lefs will I pretend to point out the day and 
the date of fuch a mifchief. I will how¬ 
ever fhew the figns, as plainly as yhe fun. 
marks the hour of the day upon tne dial, 
by which it may be known ; if lucn pn 

- event fhall ever happen. It may be de- 
u 



4 ^ ^ cafe is no longer 

tJ a fuJantie» !:'ut t0 be reckoned among- 
the facts already arrived ; whenever nri- 

vate property ihall be well preferved be¬ 
tween man and man and notwithftandins 
any fupenonty of the rich and the great- 

Pnnces and their minifters 
ihajx be able to take the money out of the 

I-* — i « people at their will and 
tiien . pleafure. Another ftrange appear¬ 
ance in politics and ariiing from one com¬ 
mon origin with the former may poffibly 
be ai tne fame period likewife feen among 

us; I mean, every individual free in his 
peiional concerns, but a general ruin 
iougnt upon all aga in ft the common 

lenle and confent of the whole and with¬ 
out their having the means or the power 
to pi event it. Let us however pray, that 
thcic things may either never come to 
pals or at leafl very far from our time if 
that they are already written in the leaves 
of fate. 

Om juries then have before them the 
great law oi nature, which makes a part 
oi tiie law oi our and of every other land; 
tiiey have our national cultoms and fla- 
tuies and give me leave to add, that they 

have 



have on very high and very extraordinary 
occafions likewhe the conduct of admini- 
ilrations and of government; which may 
in fome Inch cafes poffibly afford excep¬ 
tions, that, it is the practice never to ex- 
prefs in our acts of parliament nor always 
in the books of the profeffipn, Should 
therefore any one anfwering at the bar be 
ignorant; fhould his council be backward 
and bafhful ; ihould even his Judges 
(which I hardly know how to fuppofe) 
refufe him the full freedom of fell'-.defence 
or fhould he be under any other hard- 
fhip, I will be bold to fay, that as it 
is immediately within the province and* 
the power ; fo is it abfplutely a part of 
the incumbent duty of his. jury to remedy 
and to redrefs in the lad inftance all luch 
grievances or fuch deficiencies, in ext-to 
heaven, let uth^nk and admire the 
wifdom of our forefathers. Juries have 
at moffc to pronounce, but two words and 
thole only by one of thqmfelves: they 
muff be unanimous : a lingular circutn- 
ftance, but no doubt introduced at firft ill 
favour of life, of liberty and 01 pmpeity. 
they are for their fentence. accounted)!^ to 
no man, accountable to no man; out una¬ 
voidably fo to that Superior Power,which 

protects 
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protects thehappinefs of mankind, which 
prefcribes to us judice for that purpole 
and which will by the condant courle of 
his eternal laws cer tainly repay with a due 
retribution to them and to theirs, all who 
lhall perform or lhall negledl it. Whoever 
does injuftice as a judge, ads in an emi¬ 
nent manner againd himfelf and is at that 
indant preferring fome other intered to 
his own, however he may be far from in¬ 
tending it at the time. The greated con¬ 
cerns of our country come under the 
decifion of juries, in many of which 
thefe do in effedt give judgement upon 
themfelves and upon their children after 
them. Such mult be the iubjedts, which 
are now before us. I am in what is faid 
fpeaking not of abufes, but of the true and 
the genuine conllitution. It is the worlt 
abafement and proditution of that almolt 
facred name to apply or to attribute it to 
practices, which are its oppolite and which 
pervert and deltroy inltead of maintain¬ 
ing and of executing it. No fuch thing 
however is or can be law againlt the con¬ 
llitution. That is, in the date, as the 
fun is in the firmament, all mids and 
vapours vanilh before it: however it may 
by chance and for a time be under a cloud, 

It 



it neither is nor can be extinguiflied: prac¬ 
tice, ufage, cuftom mud all give way, 
whenever it appears. Maxims and rules 
of law are on fuch occafioris not wanting 
to fet afide abuies nor may the introduc¬ 
tion of thefe be difficult to account for ; 
although it might for the fubjedt be hap¬ 
py, if that they could always be as rea¬ 
dily removed. I declare with truth, that 
I have not the lead; meaning towards the 
refpectable perfons now prefiding and 
fitting upon our benches, in what I am 
about to fay ; I do not at all look that 
way; I defire neither to flatter or to of¬ 
fend ; although I think, that the trued: 
compliment in my power to pay them is 
by the writing and the expreffing my fen- 
timents with freedom under their protec¬ 
tion and I truff, that it will be fo received; 
if that thefe mean words of mime ffial! 
have the fortune to fall into fuch honour¬ 
able hands; but juries ought in political 
cafes never to be forgetful or unmindful 
of the general influence, which tne crown 
mud: naturally and neceflarily have in our 
courts of jufiice. Men are ever forwaid 

1. too will and me 

may be to thofe of their invilible Mafter 
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or Makei. Juries then are here referred 
to rree and uninfluenced, not picked or 
paciced or partially chofeft by the artifice 
of home fmall officer of a court or of any 
other perfon, but twelve men of the vici¬ 
nage fairly and indifferently taken, twelve 
near neighbours of the fad to be quef- 
tioned and confidered and who may by 
that means be probably able to diftinyuifh 
between a malignant defire to difturb the 
peace and a meritorious-attempt to preferve 
the rights and the privileges of tlie pub¬ 
lic. °nch is, I lay, our conftitution in 
its purity and its perfection and whenever 
tne practice fit all lb far deviate from 
tk^nce, as ror this its true nature and el- - 
fence to be loft, it becomes in thofe in- 
ftances a mifehief inftead of a benefit or 
it remains- at heft an inngnificant form 
without either virtue or eifeft. What 
v, ou d >t be moi e, than meet mockery, to 
preferve this cuftom with fcrupuloufnefs 
concerning the Healing of a horfe or the 
cutting of a purfe, where there is no ap- 
prehenfion of injuftice ; but to over-rule, 
evade or elude it in the great queftions of 
government, when a nation may in a 
mannei and by the means of fome one 
ftian Hand trial for its firft rights and in- 

terefts 
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tereSis and when the neceffity and the ef* 
fential ufe of fuch an excellent inftitution 
efpecially take place ? Thus then do the 
legiflative and the judicial parts of our 
constitution unite and concur in one unw 
form, congruous, confonant fydem of the 
good and the happinefs of the whole pur- 
lued and enfured by confulhng the gene¬ 
ral lenie upon the general concerns with 
refpedt both to the public meafures and 
the distribution ot j uitice a SyStem of 
confummate wifdom and the produ&ion 
probably not of one age or of one people t 
we received it as a birthright and an in¬ 
heritance, our obligations for which to 
our anceftors will be equalled only by our 
own bafenefs, if we do not deliver down 
the fame to their and to our posterity. 

Let us on thefe grounds then judge the 
perfons in queStion. Empannel a BoSton 
or a Maflachufets jury to try thofe, whom 
fome fo often affed: to term by the name 
of rebels. Solventur riju tabula—They 
may there be thinking of Statues and of 
pyramids to their honour, while we are 
pleading about Scaffolds and gibbets. I 
lay then, that this is according to the 
eonftitution a full and a fair determina¬ 

tion 
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tion of the point in difpute : the confli- 
tution itfelf decides the controverfy : you 
can pofiibly bring thefe men to no con¬ 
viction upon the comditution. When a 
people fo numerous, fo profperous, pof- 
fefied of very iarge provinces and other- 
Xviie fo circumftanced (as are our coun¬ 
trymen of America) concur on any oc- 
cafion of government in an almoft unani¬ 
mous reiufal and reiiftance, it becomes 
and it behoves minifters carefully and can¬ 
didly to examine their own conduCl and 
to new-model or to reverfe meafures pro¬ 
ductive ot fuch defperate and fuch fatal 
mifchiefs : fuch a people have an abfolute 
right to be ruled with their own conl'ent, 
opinion and fatisfaftion. On the Angle 
circumftance of that right then ftands 
without comprehending any other the 
American caufe as firmly and as immova¬ 
bly, as on a rock; although fuch other may 
perhaps be found equally ftrong: I fay this, 
whether we confider the general law of 
nature and the neceffary confequence of 
a ienfation of good and of evil or we go 
upon the national conffitution of England 
either in its legifiative or its judicial 
branch or in both united. I prefs this 
fubjeCt for the particular purpofe of bring¬ 

ing 
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ing to feme degree of reafon thofe, pn 
whom the fate of my country at this in- 
ffant depends: I v/ould on the fir ft of 
thefe grounds however make like wile the 
fame claim in the name and upon the 
behair of mankind, if that it became an 
infignificant individual to fpeak fuch a 
language; but I lay it with a moil con- 
fummate contempt of all the little, low 
ridicule or raillery of any bafe fcribblers ; 
who are ready to bark at the rights of 
that nature, from which they have re¬ 
ceived the very paltry talents, whereof they 
are proud, and who join in the cry for 
hunting down their country; withwhofe 
bread and whofe bounty they are them- 
l'elves, but too unworthily fed. 

This, may fay fome one, is more than 
the Americans themfelves demand : they 
contend only concerning taxation and their 
internal jurifdidtion; but this goes to the 
whole of government. I anfwer, that we 
had better be put in mind of thefe things 
among ourfelves ; than to be threatened 
with them by others from abroad. Such 
is the natural confequence of our ftirring 
dangerous and unneceifary difputes about 
the bounds of power and of obedience. 

I The 
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The Americans well underhand the rights 
of mankind and of themfelves and fo iri* 
deed do all the world and will advance 
them too, when they are opprelfed and 
can fupport them with the fword. It will 
be our bufinefs, our greateft both duty 
and intereft to give our countrymen no 
more caufe of complaint or of difcontent, 
if we fhall have the fortune to be once 
again united with them. Experience has 
proved, that they can find arms and a 
very little reflection might demonltrate to 
us, that they will not want reafons in 
their defence, if we aCt otherwife. We 
fhall be well oh', if we pay on this occa- 
flon no worfe a price for our folly; than 
to be forced for the future to govern, as 
men ought to govern and to be governed. 

Some other however will poffibly fay, 
that we have a furer way of proceeding 
by a jury, than what is here reprefented; 
that is to enforce and to extend to Ame¬ 
rica the 35th of H. 8, which with a little 
firetching of the 25th of Edward 3, will 
fufficiently anlwer our ends: but this pro¬ 
posal is neither more or lefs, than that we 
fhould ourfelves violate and break through 
jthe conftitution for the fake of calling 

other 
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other people rebels. Neither however 
will the ftatute itfelf bear fairly fuch a 
condruction. Words are only 'figns of 
the thoughts and the ideas exiding in the 
minds of men nor are they to be other- 
wife interpreted. They can on no occa¬ 
sion be confidently with judice extended 
beyond what was at the time the fenfe 
and the meaning ol the perfons employ¬ 
ing them. This is a condant maxim and 
principle in the common proceedings of 
men with one another, of bodies with bo¬ 
dies and of individuals with individuals. 
No faith or confidence could on any other 
terms obtain among us in our ordinary 
and our daily dealings; but difeourfe and 
language would indead of the happy means 
of our mutual commerce and intercourfe 
be no better than a fnare, a trap or a pit- 
fall. Our anceflors did at the time of 
palling the aft in queftion no more thinl 
of a people bearing a great proportion to 
ourfelves in their numbers and far ex¬ 
ceeding us in the extent of their territo¬ 
ries, removed at a vaft distance from us, 
wonderfully unanimous among themfelves 
and I am notwithstanding fome late com¬ 
pliments and addreffes perfwaded, that 
.any one may moil truly add concurred 
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with by very much the majority of* the 
nation at home and contending upon the 
general right of taxation or upon any o- 
ther, I fay, that they thought no more 
of inch circumftances, than of a new 
heaven and a new earth. Thefe provin¬ 

ces of America were then undifcovered 
and unknown. This a£l of parliament 
does not execute itfelf by internal provi- 
fions of its own : it is entrufted with the 
adminiftration for the time being; not 
however as an inftrument of pafiion, of 
malice, of revenge; but to be put in ufe on 
particular occaiions according to the true 
intent and meaning with which it was 
enabled and on no other account. The 
very inhumanity and unreafonablenefs of 
bringing perfons three thoufand miles from 
the i'cene of the fad:, from their friends 
and their witnefl'es and then trying them 
in a Arrange land for their lives do at firft 
tight fufiiciently demonflrate ; that it can 
only be feme {trained or fome perverted 

law, on which it is poffible to found fo 
unfit a proceeding. Laws are meant and 
made for far other purpofes or they are 

but ill employed, who pais them. 

Suppofe however an American dragged 
befory one of our courts of juitice and 

holding 
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holding up his hand at the bar* It would 
both for its merits and its importance be 
a mod: extraordinary trial. A whole people 

j i i 

would through one perfon beabfolved or be 
condemned in their conduit; all America 
would be determined to be in rebellion 
or under oppreflion. The decifion might 
much contribute to continuing in fome de¬ 
cree the ancient union between them and 
us or to divide and to diffever the chain ; 
fo as never to be again joined and united. 
The juft and the upright judgment of a 
jury given in the face of the public might 
perhaps have an effect upon the madnefs 
of lome men; which nothing has hitherto 
been able to check or to reftrain. No 
one knows, how far the fate of our coun¬ 
try or the welfare of each individual might 
be involved in the event. The jury would 
have before them the whole merits of the 
caufe and the quarrel, in which the per¬ 
fon accufed was engaged and from whence 
the particular fabt charged upon him mult 
take its damp : his laft relource and re- 
dreis or his ..aft fentence and condemna¬ 
tion would be in therm I will enter no^ 
more into that matter; but the eyes of 
Great-Britain, of Ireland, of America and 
of other parts of the world would be upon 

l 7 them 
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them and the invihble hand of the ever- 
ruling Power be over their heads nor 
might it probably be long, before that 

the due confequences of their good or 
their evil conduit would follow and be 
felt by them and by theirs. I don’t how¬ 
ever think; that things will come to fuch 
extremities : thefe would produce repri- 
fals. That circumfdance may bid fair 
to prevail • where reafon and jufdice might 
have failed : it will probably lpare all the 
trouble of the judge and the jury, of the 
heads-man or the hangman. 

O 

It is then fo far from holding good, 
what is fometimes faid; that there can 
be no reafon or confiffency in the doc¬ 

trine of its never being lawful to difobey 
or to refill: in the cafe of an ail of parlia¬ 
ment on any occafion or on any l'uppo- 
f tion whatfoever; that the Humbling 
blocks and the difficulties not to be fur- 
mounted do certainly lie on the other fide. 
I do not mean to affirm; whether or no 
it is impoffible to lay down in general a 
confident fyffem of defpotifm, confident 
with itfelf; but incompatible with every 
thing befides, with liberty, with proper¬ 

ty, with fcience, with happinefs, with 

virtue. 



virtue, with every thing good or great a- 
mong men and give me leave to fay, hke- 
wiie' with the benevolence of Providence 
and the whole apparent form of our 
world. This however mull tnen be in 
Utopia, in fome unknown or dilcantland: 
even that cannot be done with refpeit to 
Breat-Britain, the fcene ot our prelent 
meftion ; where are certain laws, certain 
katutes, Magna Charta and others, certain 
fails, certain points of hiftory, the Revo¬ 
lution efpecially, which mull be luppoited 
and be defended: infomuch thatwnoever 
proceeds on that ground in our country, 
cannot but fet his foot On contradiction 
and abfurdity, every Hep that he takes. 
No doctrine can with us wreft from the 
people their privileges, which will not 
equally pluck the fceptre out of the nands 
of the prince. It is not unpleafant to ob- 
lerve how gently and how tenderly lome 
even truly-learned and ingenious writers 
'embarraffed by their own principles touch 
the fubjeit of the Revolution, wnen it 
lies in their way and is not to be avoided. 
We are by no means to inquire into the rea 
fons of it any further, than for injtruBrw 
amufement and /peculation; tt may be oy 
dangerous conference for us to put ourfelves^ 
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in the place of our anceftors or to concern our 
conjcierices about its rettitude-, it was an in- 
tirely new cafe in politicks and in our hi (lory 
cm, us, true ground was the abdication of 
Jfn£ James-, whereas the principles' of Mr. 
Locke, would have levelled all dijliktions, 
have repealed all pofitive laws and have re¬ 
aped the fciety almoji to a fate of nature. 

We are 1 ike wife plainly enough given to 
underfiandj that the fentiments of him 

,lrii our two other eminent patriots and 
writers in politicks Milton and Sydney 

c'lte bottom much the fame with 
tnofe of Wat Tyler or Jack Cade; however 

tllc}7 may he expreifed in a more polite lan¬ 
guage or deeded in a more gentlemanlike 

d. But uoes then any one ferioufly 

mean 

, Black,l°ne b. i, c. 3. The true ground and prin- 
.uPon wil>ch_that memorable event proceeded, was an 

mutely new cafe in politicks, which had never before hap¬ 
pened m our hiftcry; the abdication of the reigning King 
and tne vacancy of the throne thereupon.. . The ref 

fons upon which they [our anceftors] decided may be found 
at large 111 the i arhamentary Proceedings of thole 1times and 
may be matter of mftruajve amufement for us to contem- 

Sen nnt JPeC V ^ °f ^ > but C3re be taken not to carry this lmjuny further than merely for in- 
ft uchon and amufement. The idea, that theconfciences 
cl poftenty were concerned in the reftitude of their ancef- 

“f r;firs blrth to ^dangerous political heref.es 
which fo long didrafted the ftate...... f. The principles’ 

of 
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mean to fay; that King James would have 
been buffered to reign again, if he had 
ftaid’at Whitehall or at Rocheftcr or at Fe- 
verfham or the expuliion of that prince to 
have been unlawful and the eftablifhment 
of King William an ufurpation; if the 
Revolution cannot be defended on the 
ground of abdication ? Had not the Re- D 
volution been perpetually ripening from 
the time of the Exclulion Bill; until the 
period in which it took place ? The King 
did not quit his palace until the Prince of 
Orange was arrived near Flenley. I won¬ 
der by what law his Highnels marched 
fo far or he wais afterwards preferred on 
the throne before his own Queen and 
Queen Anne; I mean, except by that of the 
common confent founded on the common 
good? It ought for the honour of our nation 
ever to be remembered, how unanimous an 

adr 

of Mr. Locke, which would have reduced the fociety almoft 
to a ftate of nature, would have levelled all diftinftions oj 
honour, rank, offices and property . . . ana have repealed all 
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vered and puffied to molt abfurd extremes by the Violence 
of a Cade and a Tyler ; which have fmee been applauded 
with a zeal almoft riling to idolatry ; when tokened and 
recommended by the eloquence, the moderation and the 
arguments of a Sydney, a Locke and a Milton. 
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sec that great event was: a drop of blood 
was not fpilt nor a head broken, if I may 
lay io, on the occafion throughout our 
Whole illand : the profits of.fome from it 
might be and were much more than thofe 
ot others ; but the confent and the con¬ 
currence and confequently the merit of 
all according to their rank was alike and 
equal from tne children of the Kang down 
to almoft the meaneft fubjedt: the deed was 
in effedt done, I will not only fay, before 
that the King went away from Whitehall 
or that there was any luch notable pretence 
for abdication; but before that the Prince 
of Orange landed in England or that he 
fet fail from Holland. T he whole quef- 
tion and introdudfion of that word Abdica¬ 
tion is perfectly well known to have been 
only a comedy adted between the leaders 
of parties at the time ; that the new con¬ 
duct might appear to fquare with the old 
principles of 1'ome of them. The fetting 
forth a breach of the original contract be¬ 
tween King and people and an endeavour 
to overturn the fundamental laws and to 
make thefe a part of abdication, as was 
then done; what was it but for the fame 
purpofe a public and a legillative perver- 
iion of the Englifh languge, an improper 

application 



.application of that term in head of For¬ 
feiture on the mold folemn fubjedt ? Flow 
many Kings of Europe have at that rate 
abdicated their thrones; who never dream 
but of maintaining and of magnifying 
them ? As to grounding this circumftance 
on the going away of one, whofe father 
had loft his head on a fcaffbld by flaying, 
I lliall only obferve; that however the 
Earl of Warwick mieht be fomewhat of 
a foldier, he was but little of a lawyer 
not to think of the abdication ol Edw. 
4th; when he had driven him out ol the 
kinardom. The parliament or pretended 
parliament of fixteen hundred and forty did 
not much mind Inch ceremonies ; it is 
therefore lefs furpriling, that they did not 
trouble themfelves about the abdication 
of King Charles the 2d after the battle of 
Worcefter. We furely ought on fuch fub- 
jedts to write and to reafon, as becomes 
men ; they who are mafters and capable 
of performing it, when they plcale. I 
don't mean, that paflages of a different 
purport may not be produced out of the 
fame well-written book; but they found 
in ignorant ears very like to contradidtion* 
How can it agree to affect extolling the 
fadt of the Revolution; but to condemn 

or 
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or to decry the principles on which 
tne nation in general undoubtedly adted 
aiiu proceeued, when they brought it a - 
bout ? Little did this writer think twenty 
years ago to fee in our nation the neceflity 
and much lefs to have ever the perfonal 
honour of Lying to the public one Angle 
word in fupport of fuch names; as Mil- 
ton, Sydney and Locke. He does no way 
mean; that the principles of thefe per- 
Ions or in his poor opinion of the Re¬ 
volution itielf are not juft as open to be 
queftioned and to be canvaffed, as thefe of 
any other men or other fadt; for what has 
truth to demand or to defire, but a fair 
difcuffion? So however is likewife the 
defence of them iurely full as free againft 
any living authority whatfoever. We are 
cl ten told of the protection, which a people 
Receive from their prince; but we are rarely 
reminded of that, which they confer upon 
him. it is however the public, that truly 
fupport the Revolution upon its real prin¬ 
ciples and who never obl'erve without im¬ 
patience either the one or the other to be 
difrefpedted or depreciated : they are len- 
fbie of thefe being the beft barrier and 
fecunty both of the lubjedt and theprince. 
I do nut mean applying the following re- 

fledtions 
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decdions to the refpedfable perfon, unto 
whofe expreffions I have before prefumed 
to refer ; but video equum ephippiatum--— 
as has on other occafions been faid. The 
horfe feems to be ready faddled and bri¬ 
dled : it may not be difficult to difcern, 
what might happen; if it was not for 
this temper of the people. Who knows 
how loon we Ihould otherwile fee a right 
of poffeffion raifed up and the poor Revo¬ 
lution left to fhift for itfelf; by fome who 
have reafon to be its firmed: and its mod 
grateful friends. How drange would it ap¬ 
pear to any one unpradtifea and unexpe¬ 
rienced in the arts or courts, ii he fliould 
be told ; that it may in fome future time 
be the way of becoming a good com tiei to 
profefs the principles of a doubtful hib- 
jedt and the means of tedifying loyalty 
towards a King to advance ciccti mes ciafli- 
ing or inconfident with the title, by which 

he wears his crown ? 
\ 

There is a point refpe&ing fenates, lc- 
eiflatures and other affemblies of that 
fort, which I have referved by itieii ; 
becauie that it does not relate to the prc- 
fent in dan t , although it may much con¬ 
cern thofe to come after us j who wul 

nprhuniv 
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pcihaps dc in that regard under circum- 
fiances utterly unlike our own and for 
wnieli real'on I dial) prefume to fay fome- 
thing upon it. Did then the laws of na¬ 

ture, the conditution of our country, the 
charters or the colonies all unanimoufly 
Confpire and concur after the dronged and 
the plained manner in fubjetfdng Ame¬ 
rica to the. taxation of a Britifh Parlia¬ 
ment ; this would and could only be 
meant of a true Parliament, of a Parlia¬ 
ment both in word and in deed, of a free 

Parliament, iree from corruption and from 
pecuniary influence, as well as from force 
and from violence. Should at fome fu¬ 

ture time therefore the perlon placed in 
commifiion for the common good at the 
helm of the public bend and employ to 
the purpofe of gaining, of leading, of in¬ 
fluencing, of corrupting the members of 
our national aflemblies all the prodigious 
power of the crown, by the civil lilt, the 
army, the navy, the church, the law, the 
cudoms, the excile, by our companies, 
by public contracts, by what are fome- 

times called honours and by innumerable 
other means, in Great-Britain, in Ireland, 
in North-America, in the Wed-Indies 
and tne Ead and fliould he through fo 

O 
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many ftrong temptations applied to the 
virtue of a few hundreds of frail men ob ¬ 
tain unhappily his end ; I afk then, whe¬ 
ther any jurifdidtion, any authority, any 

claim before-mentioned, however ifiuine: 
o 

from the higheSt and the moil facred 
Sources, would belong or appertain to this 
falfe, this figurative, this nominal, this 
venal parliament any morej than it would 
to the divan of Constantinople, the con¬ 
clave of Rome, the houfhold of the King 
or the menial family of the Minifler hirn- 
lelf ? How does the want of liberty in 
fuch an afiembly itfelf confiSt with its 
right of command over others ? Arc not 
powers of the nature with that here fpoken 
of entrufted in confidence and on condi¬ 
tion only of their being duly and faith¬ 
fully discharged ? Does it make any dif¬ 
ference to the constituents, whether their 
representative body is turned from its duty 
by the more open and more avowed force 
of arms or by thebafer, but no lefs effec¬ 
tual influence of corruption ? What mat¬ 
ter is it to them ; whether it be tne niet-d 
of gold or of iron, which is employed for 
that purpofe ? Either the one or the other 
equally cuts the chain and the connection 
between them. Would the icfolutioiio gi 

a Senate 
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a senate fo circumflanced be its own fenfe, 
its addreffes its own language, its ftatutes 
its own acts or thofe of the minifter; by 
whom it was guided and governed and 
from whom they proceeded ? Would not 
in that calc the minifter ipeak from the 
throne, the minifter anfwer from the 
home, the minifter eriadt, the minifter 
execute; the right hand and the left hand 
ct the minifter be perpetually playing 
backwards and forwards the fame ball to 
one another ? The prudent and the pro¬ 
per part of Great-Britain muft in fuch an 
exigency be patience, moderation and fub- 
mifiion; to expedl in peace a prince bet¬ 
ter informed, a more independent and 
more conftitutional repreientative or other 
gentle and benignant relief from the good- 
nefs of Providence. Great-Britain would 
be under the immediate hand of power : 
tiie bridle might be in its mouth and the 
faddle on its back. A minifter however 
would perhaps find tougher work on the 
other fide of the Atlantic: the means, 
and the inflruments of his influence would 
be at three thoufand miles diftance from 
thence or very flightly fcattered through- 
out that vail country. Should then 
fuch a one not content with having 

O 
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at his feet Great-Britain, Ireland, our 
prodigious pofleflions in the Eaft-Indies 
and our rich i(lands in the Weh and in~ 
head of pitying the hate of the public 
throw through an ambitious defire and an 
inconfiderate eagernefs to extend the fame 
ablolute fway over the continent of Ame¬ 
rica the whole into an utter dihra&ion and 
confufion totally ungovernable by him- 
felfi who could but be hruck with ad¬ 
miration of the manner, in which the 
paflions, the vices and the follies of men are 
punifhed by the very means of their own 
ehedts and confequences ? But let us avert 
our views from this melancholy fcene 
blefiing ourfelves ; that however any one 
may fancy himfelf to fee fome relemblance 
of the latter, the former part of it is very 
different from any thing palling in our 
days or before our own eyes. 

But it may be afked; what are thefe 
laws of Nature, which are thus oppofed 
to the pofitive ftatutes of a prince or a 
ftatej where are their fanftions, their re¬ 
wards and their punifhments ? Can a 
French cook ferve a dinner by the fitnefs 
of things or will their eternal relations 
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furnifh our houles or pay our equipages? 
Are we to part with our places and our 
penfions only to poffefs theorems and fyf- 
tems ? I aniwer, that 1 have no fuch mean¬ 
ing ; I underhand much better to whom I 
am talking. I am fully fenfible ; that the 
love of mankind and of our country, the 
regard and the affebtion of good men in 
return, an honell ambition of a fair name 
together with many other confiderations 
of the fame fort are by fome people held, 

as unworthy and below the notice of a 
wile man. I cannot perfwade myfelf to 
be of the fame fentiment. I refer how¬ 
ever here to the moll fubftantial good 
and evil; although not always obferved 
or attended to, before that it is too 
late and that it happens. Examples might 
eafily be produced of ftatefmen, of church¬ 
men and of gownfmen in times paft; of 
Strafford, of Laud, of Jefferies and of 
others; who little thought of the mil- 
chiefs, which they were bringing upon 
their mailers and how loon they fhould 
pay their own forfeit on a fcaffold or in a 
prifon; until that thefe events themfelves 
took effebt. Any one might perhaps ap¬ 
proach nearer and name another judge, 

whofe 
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whofe evil and fatal counfcls had no fmali 
lhare in find; fhaking the throne; which 
the violence of Jefferies afterwards over¬ 
threw.. The defendant of fuch an ancef- 
tor might be advifed well to beware, left 
meafures formed upon the fame plan and 
founded upon the fame principles may in 
our days likewife be produdive of fome 
fimilar or fome correfpondent cataftrophe, 
fo far fimilar or correfpondent as the ge¬ 
neral circumftances of each period will 
permit. To pafs by however fuch old fto- 
ri-t, and let the turn of any particular 
time be what it will; I fay, that the 
evils following the offences againft this 
univerfal law are fo far from being only 
the inventions of fancy, from being doubt, 
ful or in the prefent cafe diftant; that 
they appear now to be near at hand and 
that no one knows; in how fhort a time 
our rulers, our leaders and we ourfelves 
fhall all feel at leaft our own full fliare of 
them. The condud of Providence com¬ 
prehends a cycle far beyond the concep¬ 
tion of man. We appear inftead of being 
able to avoid the neceffary confequences 
of our own adions not free from danger of 
fuftering the evil effeds arifing from mif- 
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chiefs fir ft begun in the days of our fore¬ 
fathers ; 1 mean, unlefs that we fhall 
prevent them by an inftant alteration of our 
courfe; but of which there appears by far 
too little likelihood. Our government 
has ever fince the Revolution been fapping 
and undermining by corruption. This 
once noble fabric built up by our anceftors 
and the work of many ages might never- 
theiefs have probably been upheld and re¬ 
paired, might for fucceeding generations 

have continued affording fhelter and fafety 
to its numerous inhabitants by the means 
of a proper prudence and forefight in 
thole j to whom the care and the guar- 
dianfhip of it are confided. But the blind 
Sampfons of our ftate have on the con¬ 
trary themfelves let their fhoulders againft 
its props and its fupports and are pulling 
down the whole pile on our heads and 
their own : the pillars already tremble, 
the walls give way, the roof divides and 
we bid fair to be buried under the ruins; 
before that thefe frantic minifters fhall 
recover any lhare of their reafon. What 
prodigies do we expedt; that beafts fliould 
tpeak, that men fhould be feen fighting 
in the air, that the heavens fhould drop 
blood or that graves fliould open and give 

up 
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up their dead ? Is it imagined, that je~ 
rufalem had ever more figns of her ruin ; 
than Britain has at this moment of its 
own ? Reafon, experience, fadts, events 
all oppofe our proceedings and point to¬ 
wards the gulph, into which we are go- 
ing. But to what end ferves any admo¬ 
nition of God or of man ? Every warn¬ 
ing, every notice, every difeouragement 
and mifearriage prove only the caufe of 
fome new and further meafurc more ex¬ 
travagant, more ruinous, more wild, more 
mad than that, which went before. The 
whole will certainly fuffer and be over¬ 
whelmed ; but do the authors of thefe 
things expedt to remain themfelves fafe 
and exempt in the midif of univerfal mif- 
chief or that they fhall not be crufhed 
in the common confuiion of their own 
creating; even if the nation itfelf ihould 
be fo far funk and weakened, as in its own 
capacity to think of no vengeance nor to 
demand any account at their hands ? 

It may however be further afked on 
this fubjedt; if then thefe things are in 
truth any other than only pretended ter¬ 
rors in the air; why do not men more 
mind them nor the ambitious and the 

powerful 
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powerful be perpetually purfuing wrong 

and rapine without apprehenflon ? I an- 
fwer, that this is exactly the fame cafe 
with refpedt to human and to apparent in- 
Eruments of punifhment. How many a 
man commits robbery or murder while 
his fellow is hanging upon a gibbet over 
his head ? Offenders are continually caught 
in the fadt before a court of juftice and 

the face of a judge. The tranfported fe¬ 
lon returns unlawfully to his country one 
day and to his former pradtices the next. 
It does not however follow from thence, 
that there are no civil laws or civil penal¬ 
ties nor that thefe perfons do not in the 
end feel and fuffer by them. Fortune de¬ 
termines the firft flation of every man. 
Suppofe therefore thefe fame people born 
in palaces and bred in purple. They 
would have been nurfed and, as it were, 
fed with flattery inftead of eating the 
bread of mifery and of penury. Their litu- 
ation would have fecured them from their 
prefent temptations and perils. Might 
not they then have inherited many crowns 
and kingdoms in Europe and out of it ? 
Why could not they in a rank rather lower 
have become hereditary or elective legis¬ 

lators ? Many of thefe unhappy men do not 

want 
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want parts or talents. Schooled, taught 
and called might none of them have come 
to fit upon benches and, I dare be bound 
that it will only move the mirth of fome 
very relpeCtable perlons, if thefe queftions 
Should be pufhed even fo far as to aih; whe¬ 
ther they might not in fuch a cafe and in 
former times have by the help of a little 
more tranfpofition poflibly hanged thofe, 
who in the adtual courle of things have 
hanged them ? Education, circumftances, 
fituation do wonderfully vary our outward 
drapery and the particular objeCts of our 
purfuit; but they do not perhaps fo much 
alter our inward form and fafiiion or the 
turn and the temper of our minds. How¬ 
ever unwelcome a maxim it may fome- 
times be ; human nature is in all condi¬ 
tions ever underflood to be at the bottom 
much the fame. If we do not therefore 
fuffier ourfelves to be impofed upon by 
the reverence of robes nor to be fooled 
with the fancy of ribbands nor to be daz¬ 
zled with the fplendor of crowns and of 
coronets ; it will not be an hour's won 
der with us, that the laws and the pu¬ 
nishments of nature are by the high and 
the great often overlooked and neglect¬ 
ed ; although the firfl are eternal and 
univerfal and the latter are molt juft 

and 
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and that it will be well; if we do not by 
our own experience foon find them to be 
alio heavy and unavoidable. 

I have one more word to fay upon my 
prefent fubjeCt, which is; who have made 
the Americans rebels, if they are fuch ? 
flow long is it fince that weftern world 
was in peace, in fubmifiion, in obedience; 
when the wild, the wanton, the unjuft 
and the abfurd attempt to tax them at 
W eftminfter put at once into diforder that 
whole continent ? What a medley has 
theie been fince that time of odious and 
impolitic bills, of arbitrary alterations of 
charters, of defpotic plans of government, 
of cruel ichemes of refentment, of harfh 
and unbecoming language, of proud and 
contemptuous rejections of application ? 
Rapacioufnefs begun, oppreftion follow¬ 
ed, violence fupported and contumely 
added imult to all the reft; infomuch that 
we have by thefe means and thefe mea- 
fures io haftened and fo heaped on one 
another atchieved the revolt of thirteen 
provinces and perhaps the lots of more in 
almoft as little time, as a man can tell 
ten. When fome people found forth the 
pretended offences of our brethren abroad; 

one 
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one would almoft expedt that the force of 
truth fhould oblige them to add; that 
they have themfelves been the caufe of all 
the mifchiefs, of which they are com¬ 
plaining. But fay fome; the American 
plan now begins to open and they arc 
fetting up independent republics among 
themlelves. It is however a certain truth, 
that they intended and endeavoured no 
fuch thing three years ago : it appears 
likewife true, that they now propole it or 
that they will probably do fo very foon. 
What is then the reafon or the occalion of 
this great and fudden difference in fuch ef- 
lential affairs ? As truly and as furely our 
own condudt and management or rather that 
of our minifters. Rage, malice and revenge 
are now bringing up the rear of all the 
preceding righteous train and are intended 
to give the final blow; but it will be very 
contrary to the common courfe of things; 
if that thefe paffions do not in the end 
turn upon their own matters, who relign 
to them the reins of their conduit and 
who make them the guides of their actions 
againft others. May heaven however pre- 
ferve this poor nation from being the 
viitim and the facrifice on fo unfit an oc- 
cafion! 

So 
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So much upon the head of rebellion j 
but fome new arguments feem to be intro¬ 
duced on the general matter; at lead: fince 
that this writer prefumed laft to trouble 
the public upon the fubjeit of our Ame¬ 
rican difputes. The minifler himfeif is 
faid to have advanced; that this fingie 
ifland paying yearly in taxes at lead; ten 
millions fterling and a dozen of our colo¬ 
nies together not one hundred thoufand 
pounds it is fit and proper, that we fhould 
add to their proportion. I muft confefs 
myi'elf pleafed, that certain men begin at 
length to fignify fome fenfe of the^ load 
and the incumbrances lying upon this na¬ 
tion : it is to be hoped; that they may in 
time proceed to the intention of lighten¬ 
ing and of leflening them. But what an 
expedient for that purpofe is the prefent 
of an American civil war ! May it rather 
be ever the lot of our enemies to alleviate 
their burthens and to eafe their diflrelfes 
in fuch a manner and by fuch methods ! 
My anfwer however is on this occafion; that 
no reafon can demonftrate the right of 
Great-Britain to tax America or of Ameri¬ 
ca to tax Great-Britain; but that it would 
on thofe grounds follow, not that we ought 
to perform that good office for them; but 

that 
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that they Ihould do it for us and that all 
England would fay amen, if the point of 
one taxing the other was proved between us. 
Suppofe on the one hand a very rich man to 
fquander his all and to run himfelf exceed- 
ingly into debt, more than he or his can 
pofiibly expert to difcharge. Suppofe on 
the other fide one of moderate means pay¬ 
ing to all their own and faving for himfelf 
and his family: would you in that cafe 
make the richer prodigal or the poorer 
prudent perfon the fteward for them both ? 
What man in Britain apprehends, that 
our ftate would be more indebted, than it 
now is; if the aifemblies or a congrels of 
our colonies had inftead of our own par¬ 
liaments taxed us from the Revolution to 
this day ? But what would at the prelent 
inftant be the condition of the poor peo¬ 
ple with whom we are on this lubject at 
war, if the reverfe had been the caie ? I 
don’t know, with what to compare fuch 
a propoiition; except with the idle talk 
of fchool-boys at their dinners ; that he 
who has done firft fhould help his neigh¬ 
bour. We may perhaps be here put in 
mind of our protection, our protection 
not to be put in companion with that of 
a contemptible colony and that people 
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ought ever to remember the abundance of 
protection received in return for the de- 
mands made upon them. I believe how¬ 
ever; that ill-managed ftates have feldom 
much to boaft of on that fubjecft. The 
general bad conclude of a private man’s 
a ft airs may commonly be difcerned in the 
domeftic diforder of his houfhold. It is 
aelivered down to us as a proof of the 
good government of King Alfred; that a 
maiden bearing a purfe of money in her 
hand might in his reign have gone from 
one end of the kingdom to the other 
without fear of violence either to her per- 
fon or her property. How is it with us ? 
Can a man almoft ileep in his bed within 
the walls of our metropolis or travel on 
the King s high-road with fafety and with 
fecurity ? Have we not among us more 
capital condemnations and executions, than 
all Europe befides? Does nevertheless any 
one believe, that our people have in them 
a native iniquity or an original profligacy, 
beyond what there is in the reft of man¬ 
kind ? Are not in truth and at the bottom 
the accurfed taxes and the infupportable 
burthens of our country a conliderable 
cauie of the rapines, the robberies, the 
frauds, the forgeries and other offences of 

the 
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the fame fort now rife and reigning among 
us ? I would for the honour of human na¬ 
ture willingly carry this reafoning fo far; 
as to account in fome meafure by the fame 
means even for the venality and the pro- 
lfitution obtaining at this time among the • 
great and the qualified themfelves. We 
are notwithstanding told; that taxation 
is no tyranny; but I cannot conceive, in 
what corner of this kingdom, that expref- 
fion could be picked up. It furely becomes 
any one ufing luch difcourfe to explain; 
for what he pays taxes befides the pro¬ 
duce of a place or a penlion: left it Ihould 
look like the licentious language of fome 
bold beggar in the ftreets pretending to 
wonder ; that the owner of a houfe was 
alarmed at its being in flames, whereas he 
himfelf warmed his fingers very comfor¬ 
tably at the fire. Protection and ex¬ 
pence however do not go hand in hand in 
government: experience proves, that the 
rule ought rather to be reverfed. Let any 
one look around the world and frugal, 
(Economical ftates maintained at a Imall 

> charge and with a tendernels towards the 
property of the fubjeCt will almoit ever 
be found moil diftinguifhable for a peace¬ 
able difpofition and an obedience to the 

laws 
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laws in their people at home ,• as well as 
the lead didurbed by the infults and the 
attacks of their enemies abroad. Confi- 
dei our plantations the objedls of our pre¬ 
lent companion and into which we per¬ 
petually empty our jails, as into ajacques: 
are neverthelefs to be feen there fuch lure 
marks of mif-rule and mif-government ? 
It may look like much too ludicrous a 
quedion on fo truly and exceedingly fe- 
rious a fubjedt; but might not in moll 
countries as good a king be had for a thou- 
fand pounds a year and without putting up 
their regencies to auction, as any now 
known to reign, I mean, excepting our 
own ? How many a people in Europe 
would at lead: think themielves mod hap¬ 
py to have the experiment tried in their 
own date ? Nolo regnare is a new lan¬ 
guage and to be as yet learned among 
men. There is an expredion of the fame 
fort faid fometimes to fall from a reverend 
profeffion and yet how very worthily and 
let me add not very unwillingly is a cer¬ 
tain honourable bench condantly filled ? 
Iniomuch that were as many more wanted, 
their places might pollibly be fupplied; 
although not equally well. Would to 
God therefore that high duties and taxes, 

heavy 
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heavy prefl'ures and burthens were in a 
nation; but half as fure a fign of protection 
and of fecurity, as they are of corruption 
and of venality and 1 know a kingdom (to 
which the v/riter withes moll extremely 
well) that might bid full defiance to all 
its foes without and through which Al¬ 
fred’s maiden might within travel as 
fafely in our days, as ever the did in his. 
Let however tome men inftead of de- 
fpifing, lufpending, overturning the af- 
femblies and the legiilatures of our colo¬ 
nies rather think in what refpects to copy 
and to imitate governments fo much bet¬ 
ter adminifiered than their own : let them 
try an other time to find fome more fin¬ 
king realon for taking their domeftic tax¬ 
ation out of their hands into ours, than 
their difcretion and our own extravagance. 

Here I quit then this new argument ; 
that we ought to tax our colonies, becaufe 
we do that matter fo very imprudently 
for ourfelves. It is likewife reported to 
have been flung out from the fame quar¬ 
ter ; that our wars have ever fince the 
Revolution been the wars and that our 
debt is therefore in confequence the debt 
not of our minifiers, but of our people. 

This 
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This may appear rather to relate to the 
part of our nation refident in England or 
in Britain, than to thofe in America: as 
it ieems however meant to throw the oc¬ 
casion of our adual neceffities and rapaci- 
ouinefs on the whole collective commu¬ 
nity and as I verily believe the prefent dif- 
pute to be the general caufe and concern 
of all the members of our great empire 
againSt a handful of over-bearing men and 
alfo the fad itfelf to be totally different 
from what is fo reprefented; I delire 
to fay fomething on the fubjed. The 
whole pretence is plainly and totally 
groundlefs. There is in all the domelKc 
hiStory of our country nothing more no¬ 
torious, than how much our adminiftra- 
tions have ever fince the Revolution been 
constantly mailers and unrestrained. What¬ 
ever picqueering there might in the time 
of King William be between the two an¬ 
cient parties or between individuals deli- 
rous to be at the head; that matter was al¬ 
ways ordered in the cabinet by Shuffling 
and cutting or balancing between whig and 
tory and tory and whig. For how very 
fmall a part did the body of the people or 
their inclinations or their interells ever 
enter into government; after that the 

great 

> 



I 

[ 147 ] 
great event of the Revolution itfelf ef¬ 
fected through them was to the minds of 
a few leading men once fettled and regu¬ 
lated. It is weli known how in the re?-> n 
of Queen Anne one let of minifters made 
war and another let made peace at their 
pleafure and how their refpeClive parlia¬ 
ments backed them both. Different par¬ 
liaments did then contradict one another ; 
but mere nas fines been an improvement 
made upon that practice; for'the fame 
parliament has on a change of minifters 
and of meafures not fcrupled readily and 
dneCtly to contradiCt itfelf. The power 
of the crown and of thole appointed by 
it has from thefe periods been continu¬ 
ally increafing until the prefent time; if 
there was between thirty and forty years 
ago in tne reign of King George the 2d 
once a momentary appearance of an inde¬ 
pendent majority it palled away in an in- 
itant like a flafh of lightning. The ho¬ 
nour and the merit are no doubt to he at¬ 
tributed to our adminifixations; if that 
the nation has from the beginning of the 
reign of King William been ftrengthened, 
inriched and improved j more than might 
naturally have been expeCted in a courfe 
of near ninety years: but to whom then 
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belong the guilt and the difgrace ; if that 
it is on the contrary fince that time weaken¬ 
ed, beggared and undone ? Thefe things are 
in general; but let me be fullered to fay a 
word concerning our wars themfelves. 
Whoever has heard of the name of King 
William knows ; that an oppofition to 
France was his ruling paffion. He firft 

„ led us into Flanders and into Germany; 
where fo much of the precious blood and 
treafure of this nation has fince been fpent. 
There was fome ground of gratitude to¬ 
wards him; but our obligations fliould 
have been paid in a more prudent manner 
and that was in a good degree perhaps 
then already done by the gift of the crown. 
He dying left us at his deceafe the legacy 
of a French war. Queen Anne and her 
counfellors adminifleredj but what was 
the public better than betrayed by our 
being again ledagainft the almofl impreg¬ 
nable cities and fortifications of Flanders? 
Our nation vras then in its vigour: the 
Spanifh Indies, Mexico., Peru, Manilla and 
the reft of thole rich regions were open to 
us almofl without defence. What it was 
probably in our power to have then done 
upon that gpound; if we had to the ut- 
moft availed ourfelves of our fleet, as we 

might 
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might and as we ought; the events of the 
laft war fufticiently tefhify. Our con- 
quefts there were beiides to have by treaty 
belonged to us: whereas we bargained for 
nothingupon the continent of Europe ex¬ 
cept to expend our men and cur money. 
Our next war was foon after the accefiion of 
King George the firft; when Bremen and 
Verden extended their influence into the 
Mediterranean and involved us in hoitili- 
ties with Spain. That court accepted of 
peace through force : the Emperor pro¬ 
fited by it: the evil of the war all fell 
on ourfelves. The Spaniards long re¬ 
membered and relented our conduct on 
that occafion ; if they have at this day 
forgotten it. From thence proceeded their 
many inlults, injuries and depredations; 
which produced the laft war but one for¬ 
ced upon us by thole means in defence of 
our commerce and called for by our mer¬ 
chants on that account and under thofe 
circumftances. This has been our onlv 

j 

neceffary war fince the Revolution nor was 
any one of the three former entered into 
even upon the fubjedt of our own inte- 
refts. The mifehief of this meafure was 
firft in the miferable management and o 

then in a French war brought on by our 
L 2 German 
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German campaigns and German meafures 
in thz middle of it and which was even 
worle conducted and made by that means 
yet a greater grievance than the other. 
There remains to be mentioned only the 
late war. I wonder, who called for that? 
Not the Americans. Some men could 
at that time not deep in their beds and in 
peace for want of a war with France to a- 
mule them, when they were waking. There 
were then forward ; who are faid to have 
now been not backward in prefling and in 
recommending the prefent American mif- 
chief. The French built caftles, but had 
no numbers of inhabitants in America; 
hardly a hundred thoufand men/ women 
and children; when we took Canada. 
Our people on the contrary multiplied in 
a prodigious proportion $ but did not much 
trouble themfelves about building cables. 
I wonder ; whether that the cables were 

'7 A. 

in the end moll likely to take the men or 
the men to take the cafties or why our 
Americans might not have been left to 
judge $ when was the feafon to fettle with 
the fword the bounds between themfelves 
and their neighbours on that vaft conti¬ 
nent; as would probably one day be done; 
but the more in all appearance to our ad¬ 

vantage. 
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vantage, the longer that it was deferred. 
We armed however, as it were, in filence : 
the nation was fuddenly engaged in hofti- 
lities and in reprifals. So much for our 
adventures in the fields of Mars; but what 
neceffary connection have lefs than half a 
dozen wars with a debt of one hundred and 
forty millions fterling? Do not wc read and 
hear of wars throughout our whole hif- 
tory P Our anceftors have feated their 
King on the throne of France. The reign 
of Queen Elizabeth was almott a conti¬ 
nued fcene of war. She is well known 
to have neverthelefs refufed in the mean 
time the money offered by her people. 
King Charles the firft was not without fo¬ 
reign war. The mock commonwealth 
waged war. Cromwell to be tire more 
like a King would have his war. Had 
not we feveral wars under Charles the fe- 
cond ? But there was with all thefe things 
no national debt at the revolution; hardly 
of a fingle {hilling. This immcnfe fa¬ 
bric and fyltem of our funds has all been 
raifed fince that time; a ftruCture never 
equalled in the world of its kind; a build¬ 
ing that may in its confequences caufe 
more and worfe confufion; than ever did 
Babel; although after pi different manner. 
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, Our common income raifed on the public 
and without reckoning the collection is 
by this means now mounted to between 
ten and eleven millions flerling annually. 
The whole of this immenfe edifice are our * 
wife minifters at this moment undermi¬ 
ning and going by their trains to blow up 
into the air and if 1 may lo exprefs myfelf 
about the ears of themfelves, of us and of 
all Europe. Providence was by a long . 
interval of peace pleafed to afford us an 
opportunity of fo new modelling the fyf- 
tern of cur taxes, our revenue and our 
trade; as that we might have flood under 
our prodigious burthen and perhaps have 
in time leffened or difcharged it. That 
feafon is now pafifed in vain and we fhall 
in all appearance never have fuch another: 
a proper plan for that purpofe could ne¬ 
ver enter into breafts fufceptible of our 
prefent moil extravagant fchemes : far o- 
ther counfels, very different conceptions 
were required for that end. It is always 
fulpicious, that fomething is bad at the 
bottom; when minifters endeavour to 
flnft upon the fhoulders of the people 
mealures or events ; which they are at 
all times exceedingly unwilling to fuller 
them to have any real fhare in the form- 
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ing or the producing. Let however fome 
men at lead coniider the extreme impor¬ 
tance and confequence of our prefent in¬ 
cumbrances now that they are brought 
upon us and do fubfid; by whatever 
means, thefe things havd happened : let 
th em well reded:; that whol'efoever was 
the debt, theirs will be the bankruptcy; 
if they fhall drive us into one. 

. \ # 

It will hardly fail of being here afked, 
whether all adminiftrations fince the Re¬ 
volution are included in thefe obferva- 
tions and particularly, whether there is 
any exception kept for the noble Lord; 
who conduded a condderable part of the 
late war. I anfwer; that as long as the 
health of that noble perfon will permit 
him to pay any attention to the buhnefs 
of the public; fo long will in any extra¬ 
ordinary or difficult conjundure his coun¬ 
try certainly cad their eyes towards him. 
H is Lordfhip is laid to have on this oc- 
cafion been not wanting to ofter his ad¬ 
vice and his affidance in his lituation, as 
one of the legiflature and the great coun¬ 
cil of the nation. A very reipedable al- 
fembly of America have declared, that the 
propofitions thrown out by his Lordfhip 

might 
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might united with thofe of the continental 
congrefs be made toferve for the bafis or the 
beginning of a treaty of accommodation. 
The concilia or the noble Lord, as a mini- 
fa ,has therefore not only a relation to the 
paft and the general concerns ; but like- 
wife a connexion with this prefent and 

iio efyecial exigency of our country. 
Every public perfon lubmits of courfe his 
addons to the examination and the opini¬ 
on of the wholej who are warranted to 
canvals them with freedom; fo far as 
their own welfare, their good or their 
evil is or has been affe&ed by them. I 
don’t know; that his Lorddiip was an 
a&ive advifer of the lad: war; that did 
not at leaft appear in public. It was how¬ 
ever begun with other counfels and thofe 
very unlike his Lordfhip’s. What cam¬ 
paigns in Germany and in America and 
v. hat neglect of the Mediterranean and of 
Minorca! Let us draw, the viel over 
thofe dilgraces. The nation fenlible of 
its lituation crouched under the appre- 
beniions of a foreign invafion. Our mi¬ 
ni tiers t or tiie time being however had 
happily fo much wit at leaft* as to per¬ 
ceive their own week nets and their want 
of abidance. When the counfels of Provi¬ 

dence 



dence and the courfe of events arc fully 
ripe for the ruin of a people; thefe iall 
under the government of men equally 
blind to all outward circumftances and 
to their own inlufficiency; but that mo¬ 
ment was with us not then come. In 
this ftate and condition of the public Lord 
Chatham was called to the helm. How 
fudden and how glorious a change for this 
country then took place ; I fhall leave for 
our hiflory to tell; to tell perhaps, after 
that the government itfelf of Great-Bri- 
tain fhall be no more; which period how¬ 
ever let us hope to be very far removed ; 
much farther than fome ligns feem at pre- 
fent to threaten and to forewarn. It 
would be impertinent to repeat here the 
long and the well-known catalogue of our 
victories, our conquefts and our acquifi- 
tions under his Lordfhip’s conduit in 
Europe, in Alia, in Africa and in Anre^ 
rica; as the language of the times then 
was. When a b rench fleet had fet fail 
known to be deltined for the invafion of 
thefe realms and that no news came of it 
for fome days, how indifferent an objeft 
of idle curiofity and inquiry was it with 
us ? His Lordfhip united all the parts of 
tiiiS great empire and turned and employ¬ 

ed 
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cd againft its enemies the combined 
ftrength of the whole. I don’t know, 
whether I may fay; that he was as fortu¬ 
nate at union, as fome men have lince 
been effectual at divifion: the whole 
world may perhaps be well challenged on 
that head; but he and others have each 
had their different means of adminiftra- 
tion and the effects have on both fides 
accordingly and perfectly correfponded. 
How is our America changed fince that 
time! Under whofe banners did it then 
ferve and then fight ? But for what de- 
fign are its colours now flying, its fwords 
now drawn, its armies now marching, 
its artillery now mounted: who and where 
are its enemies and againft whom are all 
thefe preparations provided and intended? 
-—The war however went cn in Germany 
and we continued to run in debt under his 
Lordlhip.—Nothing will ever induce me 
to deny the having learnt with my alpha¬ 
bet in politics; that our ifland ought on 
fuch occafions to keep clear of the con¬ 
tinent : the whole experience of my life 
has to the greateff degree further drength- 
ened in me the fame opinion nor do I in 
the lead: doubt; but that I fliall to my lad 

day 
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day continue in it fo confirmed and corro¬ 
borated. I am yet more averie to borrow¬ 
ing, than to the other ftep, if poffible, 
and fo far as they are different. Were it 
not for our debt; the madded: fet of mi- 
nifters would be put to it totally to undo 
the nation within the period of their 
power. Lord Chatham did not how¬ 
ever firib carry us into Germany; he found 
us there. I will not enter mto the parti¬ 
cular circumftances of Hanover or into 
any difficulties with regard to giving it 
up at that time, engaged as it was; but 
a defenfive war in that country was cer¬ 
tainly very different from an often five one 
in Flanders : our enemies confumed in 
that conteft many mien and much treafure. 
With refpedt to the latter point of money 
matters ; Lord Chatham did not 'during 
the preceding peace guide the reins of 
government. He never had tiie power or 
the opportunity of fettling any previous 
eftablifhment on which to have fupported 
a war without adding to our debt. toe 
midft of hoftilities with France was not 
a fit moment for fuch a purpole. The 
revenue withal was not within the pro¬ 
vince of his Lordfhip. He recommended 
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in the firft feafon of his minifhy a fcheme 
foi a taxj but which his colleagues in go¬ 
vernment refufed : I might perhaps have 
fomething to fay on that particular fub- 
jeft j weie it to my purpofe. It was 
however without doubt infinitely prefera¬ 
ble to gain every thing with an additional 
debt of twelve millions a year than to lofe 
all with one of eight. His Lordfhip’s 
plan appears to have been the making by 
victory way to a fpeedy, an honourable 
and an advantageous peace and he nobly 
performed his part towards it. Every 
candid man will in reflecting on this fub- 
ject confider; how much our wonderful 
fuccefs and conquefls were evidently ow¬ 
ing to the counfels of Lord Chatham ; as 
likewife how far any difficulties or em- 
barrailments obfervable in- his mealures 
proceeded from the fituation and the cir- 
cumllances of the nation; at the time 
that the adminiftration of it came into 
hxs hands. Fortune however has proba¬ 
bly never buffered us to fee or to experi¬ 
ence the full effects of the views and the 
defigns of his Lordlhip. This able ftatef- 
man was not long after the conclufion of 
the late war again called to take upon him 
the care and the conduct of our govern¬ 
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ment. I am perfectly perfuaded, that 
his Lordihip would in fuch a fituation 
have difdained to ufe his poll; or his power 
only for the purpofe of heaping profits 
and advantages on himfelf, his friends or 
his family: that he would hardly have 
laid his head on his pillow with comfort 
nor have feen the face of the fun with fa- 
tisfadlion; until he had eftablifhed the na¬ 
tion on fome fure and folid ground of be¬ 
ing able to difcharge its debts in time of 
peace and to make head againft its ene¬ 
mies in time of war. His capacity would 
have comprehended the means and the ex¬ 
tent of our commerce, the fources and the 
effects of our taxes and the mutual com¬ 
binations and relations of thefe two great 
objedts with each other : his underftand- 
ing would have enabled him to avail him¬ 
felf of the lights and the afiiftance of 
ethers; where any thing of that kind 
might be required. It is inconceivable ; 
but what our condition and our circum- 
ftances would in the nature of things have 
admitted of fuch a fyflem and a fettle- 
ment, if that a due confideration and at¬ 
tention had been given to fo important a 
fubjedt and if our late time of leifure and 
*f quiet had been properly employed to 
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that molt effential and abfolutcly neceffry 
purpole. However motley the admini¬ 
stration then formed by his Lordlhip is 
represented to have been; he leems to 
have meant to manage and to govern them 
by the means and as it were the dint of 
wife, of honeft and of good meafures. I 
trull, that he would have accomplished as 
much : that way would have over-borne 
ail oppolition : the public would have 
co-operated with him : his Lordlhip had 
proved that in the progrefs of the late 
war. A prince or a minilter and the peo¬ 
ple united can do wonders : although 
that may unhappily be an experiment not 
often put to the proof. But the Guar¬ 
dian Genius of Great-Britain Slept at that 
moment. Lord Chatham was driven by 
Ikknefs from the helm and how different 
a feene of affairs is now before our eyes ! 
The evening fun of this great minister 
leems to be fetting with a beauty and a 
iuftre anfwerablc to the blaze and the 
brightness of his meridian. The laft en¬ 
deavours of his Lordlhip during his lea- 
fon of health and in the capacity of an 
independent patriot have been to reconcile 
the differences and to prevent the calami¬ 
ties of the public by a fcheme of accom¬ 

modation 



modation between us and our colonies and 
likewiie to improve the independence of 
Parliament by a moft well-judged pro- 
poiition of doubling the members for 
our counties in the Houfe of Commons 
together with correfpondent provifions 
for the Houfe of Peers; but which lat¬ 
ter I will not prefume to repeat. The 
writer wifhes the welfare of his Lord- 
Ihip for the remainder of his days accord¬ 
ingly and in juft proportion; as his fer- 
vices and his conduit towards his country 
have deferved : the fame is his moft fin- 
cere prayer with refpeit to every public 
perfon, minifter or any other. May all 
men wear eternal laurels earned by their 
merits: may all men bear on their own 
heads only all the evils brought about by 
themfelves ! Theie things come from one 
hardly known to Lord Chatham except 
in public and whofe obligations to him 
are only in common with all the king¬ 
dom. This fmall incenfeis unworthy the 
envy of any man : a poor, but due tri¬ 
bute of this kind is all the little return or 
reward likely to be received by thofe ; 
who endeavour at this time to ferve or 
to fiave their country. As to the general 
affairs before ua; his Lordfhip’s opinion 
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having on that fubjed been rejeded 
and a contrary plan being purl ued: what 
can we exped but likewife a fuecefs 
and an blue totally different from thole; 
which we formerly experienced under the 
counfels and thecondud of his Lordfhip? 

*'-*• • }■ * , • - 

We are however fometimes told; that 
it is not they, who cry war and havock; 
but who recommend peace and reconcili¬ 
ation: not they who palled or who enfor¬ 
ced the damp or the tea bills; but who 
repealed the one and who have attempted 
to do the fame by the other, that have 
made all this mifchief. I lhail in anfwer 
to this only wilh; that Providence may 
be pleafed to reftore the public to the 
date, in which it was before the date 
or between the execution of thofe ads and 
I will not add (but the nation itlelf would 
readily enough;) may the peace produced 
by the prelent meafures be upon the au¬ 
thors of them ! People mud however be 
furely hard driven in their own defence j 
when they condefcend to employ fuch 
an argument. 

But what fhall we fay to the authority 
and the fupremacy of theLegiflature fome¬ 

times 
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times founded fo high ? I trull myfelf to 
have already been lufficiently full and ex¬ 
plicit on that head. It is however a moil 
reipedtable expreffion : 1 know none more 
fo relative to human affairs ; fo far as it 
is founded on the true coniiitu tion of our 
country and when it is confined withifi 
the bounds pfefcribed by God and byNa- 
ture to human government. I bear it at 
all events fo much reverence ; that I (hail 
avoid to lpeak over-freely on the fubjedt 
of it: but lo much I mull fayj that when¬ 
ever it is proftituted to figftify directly or 
indiredtly the plealure of a prince or a 
m ini Iter or is put for arbitrary power and 
for abfolute defpotifm, in whatever hands 
placed ; the lancfity of it is exceedingly 
lellened. As to another language of the 
credit and the fteadinefs and the confill- 
ency of government often in fome men’s 
mouths I mull frankly confefs myfelf not 
fo much to worfhip thole words : they 
perpetually appear to me to mean no more 
than the polls and the places of thofe em¬ 
ploying them. A total alteration of our 
meafures might poffbly demand likewife 
one among our minillers. That impedi¬ 
ment removed, what further difficulty is 
there in the cafe ? How can the honour 

M of 
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oi government be really engaged in any 
meafures otherwife, than according to the 
rectitude oi them ? Prudent, upright, be¬ 
neficial proceedings do a credit to all go¬ 
vernments : but for weak, unjufl, de- 
flrudtive ones ; iurely the fooner that they 
are got rid of fo much the better. I flat¬ 
ter myfelf, that I could on this occafion 
have furnifhed certain perfons with a 
hint not unworthy of their reflection ; if 
I had enjoyed the honour of being in their 
counfels: which would have been; to 
have inflead of drawing fo very deeply 
upon the public made rather fome demand 
upon their own modefty ; I mean to have 
changed their meafures ; but to have tried 
whether they could not by the help of a 
good friend in the cabinet have kept their 
polls. One would have thought, that 
they fhould not have wanted advice on 
this head; but nemo omnibus horis—They 
appear now to have unneceffarily flaked 
both their country and their places ; if 
nothing elfe befides. 

Some one may however afk; why h 
there fo much contention about thefe co¬ 
lonies ; cannot we well live without them ? 
How dp many other nations and how did 

we 



we in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ? To 
which I fay; peace be with the fpirit of 
that excellent pnncels; whom I cannot 
mention or think of without honour: al¬ 
though it may perhaps be the fafhion of 
the times to refledt upon her name and 
that there may be reafon for it; fince 
thefe do certainly very little relemble hers. 
Heaven only knows; whether that exalted 
tpirits look down from above upon the 
aft urs of mortal men; whether they in- 
tereft theml'elves in our concerns or re¬ 
ceive fatisfadtion from our refpedt and our 
remembrance of them : the writer how¬ 
ever finds a pleafure in profefiing his re-* 
verence for the memory of that incom¬ 
parable Queen ; whom lie holds for one 
of the firft crowned heads, that ever fat 
on this or on any other throne: the diltin- 
guithing mark and charadter of whofe 
reign were a true care of her people and 
of the public; who commanded money 
and taxes granted to her by unbribed and 
by unbought parliaments to remain in the 
aockets of her fubjedts, as her heft and 
ier furefi: treafury. I wonder; whether 
thefe our invaluable provinces would have 
been under revolt againfi: the mother coun¬ 
try on the fubjedt of taxation, when that 

M 2 Queen 



i 

[ 166 ] 

Queen wore the crown of England; if 
they had then belonged to us. I am how¬ 
ever very far from meaning to charge this 
unfortunate event upon the perfon of our 
gracious Prince: the royal bread: is re¬ 
ported to have been filled and infpired 
with a warm affedlion to our colonies. It 
inure be makers of mifehief, whifperers, 
flatterers, evil minifters and favourites; 
who alone can in the prefent sera caufe 
out troubles and our grievances. Perfons 
indeed of that fort are faid to have from 
tne truly great Princefs before Ipoken of 
round but little entertainment and I trufl, 
tnat they will equally be difeouraged or 
be difeharged; if any fuch fhould have 
p re fumed to approach the prefence of ma- 
jefty m our days and if the fruits of their 
works fhall by this time have but too fully 
teflified the nature of the, parent ftock; 
from which they mull be fprung. It is 
however true •> that in thofe times Scot¬ 
land was not united, Ireland not fubdued, 
our Weft-Indies not planted, our Eaft- 
Indies not fettled nor Africa frequented 
by us : we were neverthelefs a great, a 
glorious, a fiourifhing and an improving 
people. Colonies and dependencies are 
doubtlefs not abfolutely necellary to a na¬ 

tion ; 
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tion; but there muft according to an an¬ 
cient expreffion be no brick to make, 
where no ft raw can be procured. There 
muft in iuch a cafe not be every year to 
pay near five millions of pounds fterliny for 
the intereft of a debt nor above five other 
millions to find for current fervices; there 
muft not be more than ten millions to 
bring annually clear and neat into an ex¬ 
chequer. I wonder how our minifters 
will manage thele matters without 
America. It is there, that the political 
ftioe pinches thofe, who feem to feel no¬ 
where elfe. Were it not for this caufe • 
America might be the main and tha 
whole continent be put upon the caft of a 
die. Were we out of wantonnefs or for 
amufement ftripped in a courfe of lefs 
than three years of all our provinces; the 
debt of honour might poffibly be paid 
and we neverthelefs not become bank¬ 
rupt ; but it is another conjuncture now. 
How will fome people in the prefent fitu- 
ation provide for our increafed navy, our 
various and numerous armies, our hand¬ 
ing troops, our militia, our foreign for¬ 
ces, Dutch, Hanoverians, Heflians, Brunf- 
wickers, Rufiians and the Lord knows 
whom; I fay, for the ordinance, the tranf- 
'* • : t J • *r 
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port fervice, the civil lift, for all the ex¬ 
traordinary efforts now making ; as well 
as the common ftrength and trappings of 
our moft expeniive government ? What 
will they anfwer ; if a defperate and a 
ftarving people, a licentious and an ill- 
paid foldiery tired with plundering and 
with deftroying each other fhould unite 
in requiring reafon of them, as of the au¬ 
thors of all their evils? What fatisfadfion 
will they make ; if a debt of near upon a 
hundred and forty millions of pounds fter- 
ling lhall one day be demanded at their 
hands ? The proudeft and the moft orna¬ 
mented among them may in fuch a time 
look very fmall: they do neverthelefs not 
know and they feem full as little to refledt; 
whetner or no that hour is very far off. 
f his is the point, which I would likewife 

willingly prels upon our country gentle¬ 
men. It may feem a fpecious language 
to tome : why cannot we iilently and qui¬ 
etly fink into an abfolute monarchy; like 
fo many other nations around us r We 
fhali neverthelefs enjoy our manfions, our 
park' , our tables, the regard of our friends 
and the reipedt of our neighbours : we 
may indeed be obliged to bend to a few 
fuperiors; but the natural pride of man 

will 

S 



.C 169 3 
will be pleafed and be flattered with a 
great number of inferiors, over whom he 
may himfelf lord it a little in return : 
Who can then call this fuch an uncom¬ 
fortable or an infupportable life ? I will 
not in anfwer to thefe things once more 
point out fome of the nob]eft parts oi the 
world laid wafte by delpotiim : I will not 
endeavour to roufe or to raife in fupport 
of the public liberty and prolperity thp 
honourable blood received from the an- 
ceftors and running in the veins oi thofc 
to whom I am now particularly preluming 
to apply mylelf but I lay; that this 
plealing dream ot fuch a peaceable change 
cannot in our circumstances poflibly take 
place. Bankruptcy and the breach of our 
provinces from us neceflarily muft and 
inevitably will produce diftrabtion, con- 
fulion, convullions and every evil; which 
thefe perfons do with very great reafon 
ever the moft fear and moft abhor. Should 
two fuch very considerable portions of 
this empire, as the mother country and 
our colonies of North-America feparate 
from each other only to meet again in a 
contention of arms; all Englilh eftates 
cannot but be broken into a thousand 
Shatters by the ihock and the confkbL 

Should 

It kj t» k i. .1 h ti I; iti 
1 j 



[ 17° 3 
Should the funds fail; however fome men 
may flatter themfelves about a fpongeand 
t le wiping off our debts in fuch a way * 
their lands will infallibly be brought to 
nothing long enough before even the bold- 
efl minifter will venture upon that mea- 
fure; however ill it may befides fare in 
the mean time with the public creditors. 
I verily believe, that there is in Europe 
no rank and number of men whatfoever 
without exception more to be envied than 
the country gentlemen of England nor 
perhaps fo much ; if that the nation fhall 
continue in the lame internal peace and 
tranquility as it has for many ages paft 
enjoyed : but fo then on the other hand 
there being throughout our whole king¬ 
dom not one Angle fortified place, no 
city, town, royal or private caftle capa¬ 
ble of rci'iltance neither are in appearance 
any perfons more expofed, more helplefs or 
lefs prepared for felf-defence, than they; if 
that thefe bleflings fhall unhappily leave 
our ifland and give way to rapine, to plun¬ 
der and to violence; either coming upon us 
irom abi oad, like a cloud, or arifing among 
ourfelves, as a peftilence. Some one how¬ 
ever may here fay; if that this America 
is fuch a fine and a fpacious place; as is 

oftep 
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often talked _©f: why may not we emi¬ 
grate thither, as well, as others ? Be it fo; 
but will the fame ratfiks be maintained in 
New England as in 'Old; may in that day 
poffiblyihe low not he made high and the 
high be made low ? Is the fable forgotten 
of a prince and a ploughman caff together 
upon a ft range coail and how much better 
the latter fared, than the former ? An 
Englifti country gentleman will make but 
an indifferent figure with the Atlantic 
ocean between him and his effete; when 
high taxes, abatement of rents, breaking of 
tenants and other domeftic diforders fhall 
abforb or fhall prevent his remittances. 
Let this matter be turned in all its lights, 
let the fubj eft be considered on every fide 
and it may be depended upon; that there 
will be found no poiftble lafety or welfare 
for this now happy and fortunate, as well 
as moft relpedtable order of men ; except 
by the prefervation of all the effential parts 
of our great empire in peace, in union 
and in harmony with each other. Thefe 

J 

things are fo clear and fo ftrildng ; that 
the prefent indifference, abjedtnefs, de- 
fpondency, or whatever it is to be called 
of our landed gentlemen in this moft cri¬ 
tical conjuncture of their country is in¬ 

deed. 
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deed very flrange. They might do much 
dm they exert themfelves on theoccafion: 
their proper applications could not well 
be refilled or refilled; but caufes appear to 
he even from that quarter preparing, con- 
ipiring and concurring towards our ruin. 
Thefe perrons will one Gay have hearty 
reafon to repent them of their conduit; 
but the time and the opportunity will 
men be palt and beyond the power of 
man to call back. There is anot.ier more 
hardened and more hard-hearted race, 
who may not in an univerfai calamity me¬ 
rit perhaps any particular companion • 
but to whom 1 would neverthelefs fay 
fomething; 1 mean, the expectants of a 
court and the creatures of a minilter. 
Such are the circumltances and the con¬ 
dition of thefe times, that even they will 
in all appearance be little longer able to 
enjoy peaceably their places and their pro¬ 
fits ; unlefs that they fhall likewife con- 
lent to join in the laving of their coun¬ 
try. It will he but poor plundering of 
the public for people; who fhall by the 
means of foreign enemies or by any other 
general misfortunes be themfelves the 
prey of others. So far is it then from 
being indifferent for us in our prelent li- 

tuation 



f *73 3 
tuation to forego America; that it would 
be a much nicer queftion, whether there 
is almoft a lingle man in the kingdom • 
who will not find and feel the lofs of it. 

One ingenious gentleman however de¬ 
clares himfelf to have difcovered; that 
there can be no medium or accommoda¬ 
tion between us and the Americans ; no 
fuch peace and terms, as fubfifted front 
the firft foundation of the colonies until 
within thefe very few years; until the 
ftory of the ftamps ana afterwards from 
the repeal of that adt to the projedt of the 
tea; no fuch as does at this time moft 
happily obtain between us and Ireland : 
I fay, that a figure has been formed, by 
which all this is found to be utterly im- 
poflible under the prefent planet and we 
are given to underhand inftead; that no 
alternative is left for us; but either to 
bring them into abfolute fubjedtion, that 
is, in plain Englilh to cut tiieir throats 
or elfe to caff them off. The turn is in 
the mean time to revile and to abufe the 
Americans; that fo our wife and merciful 
adminiftration may be fupported firft in 
trying the bloody experiment and then in 
lofing our colonies.; if that fhall not fuc- 

ceed. 



I l7 4 J 

cecd. It is never thelefs but a very fliort 
time, not above three or four years at 
moil ; fince that rivers of gold and of fil- 
vei kept condantiy, quietly, gently flow¬ 
ing from that continent into the mother 
country and the feat of empire. Things 

might have fo continued : the caufe of 
rupture did not come from their part: it 
proceeded from Great-JBritain. Why 
might not we then have let them gone on 

pouring their millions into our laps; at 
lead; while they were willing ? What has 
on a fudden brought us into this new 

and this defperate dilemma; if we are un¬ 
de i fuch a one ? Undoubtedly, our own 
extreme folly and madnefs and nothing 
elfe. This is as certain ; I will not fay, 
as demondration ; but as matter of fadt 
can make it. So much for the time pad 
and concerning that to come-; fince the 
making of peace is certainly, as cheap and 

as eafy and probably as fure likewife ; as 
cutting the throats of hundreds of thou- 
iands of armed men: why diould we in 
the fil'd place not employ that means and 
do thele Americans the honour to accept 
from them fome further quantities of that 
trafh ; for which they fubditute paper in 
their country, but which Englifhmen 

have 
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have a wonderful fondnefs to handle iii 
fpecie ? Why will it not be time enough 
for telling them to let up for themlelves ; 
when we do not want or are not willing 
to meddle with any more of their mo¬ 
ney ? Will not the propofed expedient be 
at all times ready to our hands without: 
trouble ? But quid non mortalia pedtora 
cogis—What will not the talle of lome 
preferment and the defire of more in¬ 
duce men to advance ? We are however 
to conceive no fuch caufe in the cafe of 
this gentleman ; lor non vult EpiJ'copari. 
I lay, and I acknowledge that whoever 
prelumes to propofe himfelf to the pub¬ 
lic lor a guide; does certainly and of 
courfe intitle them to enquire into the 
grounds of his conduct for lo doing. No 
man deals about him more freely or more 
plentifully his hard words than this 
writer. That they break through every 
tie oj honour, honejiy and conference-, that 
they forge, lie andfaljify* make but a mighty 
fmall part of the compliments -, which 
he bellows upon thole, with whom he 
declares himfelf to be in controverly. He 
is therefore on a double account the ob- 

Scc Addrefs and Appeal, p-^e 8 
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jeft of that maxim. It has not pleafed 
the Maker of men ; that they fhould ab- 

foiuteiy loointo the breails of one ano¬ 
ther ; as they do into a book : but if it 
was not for a learning difclaim, the fince- 
nty of whien I do not cpiciiion • I fliould 
lhrewdly fulped myfeif to fee in the wri¬ 

tings of this gentleman the very ftrongeft, 
outward f.gns of leeking preferment. 
There are various and different wavs of 
doing this; but perhaps fewfurer or bet¬ 
ter tor the purpo-fe, than pamphleteering 
after a proper manner. I with however 
this gentleman fidcerely- and heartily a 
Bilhoprick, whatever he may do for him- 
fell; if the opinion promoted by b m 
ihall prove true of the little importance 
of North-America to Great-Britain. God 
is my Judge; that I leek only truth and 
the good of my country. It is neverthe- 
lefs to be earneftly hoped; that i proper 
period and a due time may be taken for 

the experiment and til t neither he nor 
any man will in the lace of a difraded 
public wear a mitre; as tne reward of his 

having contributed to their conhifion. 
But this gentleman is not fatisfiea with 
one civil war in America: lie beats the 

drum 
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drum for another in Ireland. He pro- 
poles to unite likewife that ifiand under 
the Parliament of Great-Britain ; which 
he fays has long been the ardent wijh of every 
true patriot oj both nations * W e ihall then 
have all the irilh, as we have now all the 
American throats to cut. I will for one 
however venture to advife ; that we frit 
finilh our prelent, before we begin upon 
luch another bufnefs. Does the gentle- 
man mean there likewile to recommend 
his noftrum of calling them off; if they 
lhall after the fame manner prove llub- 
born and backward upon the experiment? 
They have rich biihoprieks in that coun¬ 
try ; however llupia the Americans may 
have been inputting by fuch an eflablifh- 
ment; when it has been prefed upon 
them. I dare fay that no ecclefiaftical 
pique or fpirit on any account of that kind 
ever makes a part of the prefent fubject; 
but lurely all men of every or of no pro- 
fef ion mull with us well to reflect; be¬ 
fore that we fling away our inellimable 

poffeffion of Ireland after North-America 
already gone by the very means propofed 
for tlie other. What could induce any 

man 

* See ditto, page 42. 
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man in his fenfes to found at this inftant 
an alarm Jikewife for that ifland and to 
threaten them there with the attempt of 

a Britifh taxation in their ■ turn ? Is not 
this doing the work of the Americans 
with a witnefs ? It certainly could not be 
intended to flatter the views of fome men 
in the moll remote recedes of their minds 
or to make a merit of avowing an extrava¬ 
gance beyond what our minifters have 
hitherto publicly at lead appeared to de- 
flgn or to defire upon their own princi¬ 
ples. This would indeed be bidding high 
for advancement; could it be the mean¬ 
ing : but whatever may be the motive; it 
becomes in fo great a crifis, a good and a 
faithful Englifiiman not to fcruple faying ; 
that this writer feems in fadt molt wan¬ 
tonly to play with the fafety and the wel¬ 
fare of his country. 

Some grofs accounts of our exports to 
America, to Holland and to Germany are 
by the fame perfon produced out of the 
Cuftom-Houfe books and comparifons 
made upon them. I will not enter into 
that fubjedt: I will fay nothing about the 
authority of thefe books nor how confi- 

derable or how improving our North- 
American 

1 
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American trade was according to thofe 
accounts themfelves: it would not pay 
the pains. We ought for the purpofe of 
forming by fuch a means any proper opi¬ 
nion concerning the value of our late con¬ 
nexion with that country to have before us 
all the true particulars of every thing really 
brought in and carried out between us in 
any way and on whatfoever account. There 
would then be feen, what might perhaps 
amaze fome men; but which will infalli¬ 
bly be found by the effeXs. Our North- 
American trade was undoubtedly both 
mod: important in itfelf and likewife com¬ 
plicated with a great part of our whole 
commerce. We fee what has by its fai¬ 
lure already happened with regard to the 
African; but which muff in thofe books 
be entered under its own head and not 
that of America. This fmgle inftance 
fully proves the fallacy of all fuch con¬ 
fined obfervations and reafoning. Our 
Colonies and Great-Britain however are , , '. 

to be compared in a very different manner 
befides; as dependencies on one hand and 
as the feat of empire on the other. All 
the treafure, all the gold and the filver 
however procured, all the fpare produce 

of that vaft continent came on this ac- 
N count 
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count to us and centered here. So likewife 
would it in great meafure have done had 
it been ten times as much and whether or 
no one word was written about it in a, 
book. What mines of money have by the 
fame means our Weft-India iflands been 
to us ? But go and confult the Cuilora- 
Houfe books on the fubjett and the ba- t 
lance of trade with them will of courfe and 
from that very circumftance there appear 
againft us. J vvonder what book contains 
an account of the prodigious profit recei¬ 
ved by us every year from Ireland. I can¬ 
not likewife help obferying here; that the 
fame reafoning holds good with regard to 
England and to Scotland; where however 
no book is kept and of which there does 
not always feem to be the jufteft fenfe; but 
men are eagle-eyed to their perfonal and 
abfolutely blind to their general in ter efts. 
No fmall Ihare of the fubftance of thefe 
countries is by our dominion and our go¬ 
vernment drawn hither: the lefs that they 
receive from us in return, the clearer are 
our gains apd the more remains with us 
to fend and to fell to others. When this 
gentleman comes toconiider the advantage 
of our imports from North-America; he 
admits only of two heads; Raw materials 
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of manufaBures and taxable objects * This 
feems very firange. Suppofe Corn, a com¬ 
modity not taxed, fent from thence hither 
to the amount of a million of money, the 
produce of which is without return or ex¬ 
change to difcharge the demands of go¬ 
vernment, of abfentees &c. is this no¬ 
thing nor worth the reckoning ? He feems 
to objedt to rice being a taxable objedt. 
He fays, it ought not to be taxed. Sup¬ 
pofe then neither that nor tobacco to be 
fo; but remitted hither for the end and 
in the manner before mentioned: fuppofe 
them however to be purchafed at the foun¬ 
tain head of our plantations with our ma- 
nufadlures; inftead of being paid for at 
foreign markets with our money: fuppofe 
again neither the one or the other; but 
that they were only a profit to our mer¬ 
chants and an employment to our feamen 
by being imported and exported. Would 
they in all or in any of thefe cafes be of 
no confideration ? I will not dwell on this 
fubjedt: but it feems to me that the gen¬ 
tleman himfelf mull on further refledtion 
fee the deficiency of his own argument. 
There are indeed perfons, who appear to 
think the reft and the bulk of mankind 

N 2 made 
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*u iLu only to be taxed; but that cannot 
*iere ue the cafe. Thefe cuflom-houfe 
books however having thus come in my 

I oelire to be indulged in throwing 
out an aenigma concerning them; which 
I Hi all not Hay to explain, but the mean¬ 
ing of which 1 trull myfelf well to un- 
demand. The bell meafure pofiible to 
puiiue with relpedt to them would per¬ 
haps be; it the Legillature was pleafed to 
command them all to be burnt in one 
common pile and never to be again begun, 
vv hat a noble facnfice and offering would 1 
tnat be upon the altar of commerce ! It 
would be a flame of a very different kind 
iiorn that, which is now kindled between 
-Dfitain and America. Our merchants 
might perhaps take no great pains to ex- > 
tinguifn it. I hat point however lies out 
of my prefent road. 

? But we are told; that if we ranfack hif- 
tory, records, Hatutes, books and writings, 
we may muiteritrange charges againft thefe 
Americans. They lometimes winched and 
f uu hed under government, at other times 
tiicy filluggled and contrabanded in trade, 
i hele are truly mighty matters. Were not 

i hey upon thev/hole mofl obedientfubjedts 
"n peace ? It was as rare to find a rebel as 

a phoe- 
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a phoenix among them. Were they not 
zealous allies in war ? It is but between 
ten and twenty years, fince they hdoed 
us to iubdue no final! portion of the globe. 
Did not we to a great degree dired their 
trade ? We have received from them 
mines of riches by that means. What 
mal wrong did they ever once offer us ? 
They planted themfelves at their own ex¬ 
pence and are neverthelels known and ac¬ 
knowledged among mankind for the moil 
noble and moil beneficial colonies ever 
fubjed tt any nation. Why fhould we 

then trouble ourfelves about trifles or make 
mountains of mole-hills; when the whole 
went fo very well ? Do we exped, that 
nature fhould to content our humours 
have made millions of men without the 
paffions and the fenfations common to our 
f aecies or are we ourfelves exempt from 
thefe at home? Such things, it may be 

faid, betrayed however a lurking and a la¬ 
tent fire; which might one day flame 
foitn. But I afk when and how, in what 
manner or at what diilance? Any fuch 
pretence is as to the prefent time totally 
groundless, contradidory both to the fad 
and to our own condud. If a fpirit of 
rebellion or of fedition was fpread and 

rife 
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rife throughout our provinces} how came 
our cunning men with all their lights to 
be ignorant of it or knowing that a num¬ 
ber ot barrels of gunpowder were ready 
heaped up and prepared ; did they them- 
lelves with their own hands lay the trains 
and put the match to them ? This would 
have been full as abfurd in adtion; as 
their friend’s paradox is in reafon. The 
truth is; that inftead of owning and of 
amending our errors; now that they are 
become fo plain, as to be perceived both 
by ourfelves and by the whole world; 
fome of us feek or encourage others to 
feek thefe poor, paltry, contemptible fub- 
terfuges; as a colour or an excufe for our 
crying injuftice and ingratitude with re¬ 
gard to the Americans and our molt wret¬ 
ched and ruinous condudt with refpedt to 
our country at home. 

But Methodifm has entered the lifts 
againft liberty and againft property. We 
are from that quarter told; that it is only 
a few deep, fecret, covert, Englilh Re¬ 
publicans ; who have raifed up this civil 
war in America and who oppofe all mea- 
fures of reconciliation. Thefe Republi¬ 
cans therefore palfed or executed the adts 

relating 
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delating to the ftamps, the tea, the port 
bf Bofton,. the charter and the govern¬ 
ment of MalTachiifets-bay, the fisheries 
and the commerce of America: they fent 
^n army to that country laft year and they 
doubled it this together with fleets, artil¬ 
lery and all fit means of mifchief to at¬ 
tend it: they rejected, refuted or negledted 
all applications and petitions lor peace 
from New-York, from the continental 
congrefs, from the city of London, from 
Various parts of America and of Britain; 
as like wife the proportions of Lord Cm, 
of Mr. B. and of other perfons for thd 
fame purpofe. One part of thefe mea- 
fures have been the certain caules of our 
civil war and the other part the opposition 
to reconciliation. Is it the fame Repub¬ 
licans, who have garriloned Gibraltar and 
Minorca with Hanoverians and who have 
publifhed a Crufado calling all men and 
all nations to the deftruftion and the 
plunder of our colonies and who are to 
tranfport them thither for that pious and 
that beneficial purpole? 1 am tired with 
reckoning j but how horrible a lift it is 
and what wicked men muft thcle Repub¬ 
licans be ! Thefe few, covert Repub licans 
muft furely have been very crafty ;o to 
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have baffled and to have over-reached 
om many oilenilble miniflers, who be¬ 
ing able to afi openly and avowedly have 
no doubt, good men, taken ten times 
t ie pains to keep things right • that 
thefe abominable Republicans have'to put 
them wrong. How unlucky is it, that 
either our minfflers were not as cunnina 
as thefe Republicans or thefe Republicans 
as honed: as our minifters: in either of 
whicn cafes we and our colonies might 
have continued towards one another in the 
lame Rate, as we were three or four years 

peaceable, contented and quiet f J 
cannot however but congratulate man¬ 
kind, that there were not more of thefe 
Republicans: thefe very few have, it 
leems, dung into confufion one of the drft 
ftates in the world and, it is to be hoped, 
as wilely governed, as it is high in other 
regards—& duo praterea tales—If there 
had been a dozen more fuch and efpeci- 
ally if they durft have proceeded by day- 
lght, what part of Europe might have 

efcaped ? Republics do not rife or fpring 
up like mulhrooms, but who knows, 
whether they might not have been, as 
thick, as idands in the Archipelago? An 

-uropean could then have hardly gone to 

Court 
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Court for Republics. There would have 
been no King s Chaplains—Du meiiora 
pits-—l wonder, what theKing of Cochin- 
China would have thought concerning 
fuch a condition of our quarter of the 
earth; who, a Dutch traveller tells us, 
had like to have choaked himfelf with 
laughing only on hearing; that there was 
a people in Holland, who lived without a 
King. This Reverend Gentleman tells 
us in his Calm Addrefs; that thefe Re- 
pubhcans are endeavouring to divide our 
colonies from us in order to bring about 
by that means their favourite fcheme of 
a commonwealth in England; another 
charges upon them in his Humble Ad¬ 
drefs; that they are endeavouring to keep 
us and our colonies together for the very 
fame evil end. This argument is then a 
two-edged fword with a witnefs; which 
cuts the republican fingers both ways. 
I don t know; whether I may not compare 
it to Scylla and to Charibdis: that if a 
poor Republican happens to efcape the 
one; he is lure to be fwallowed or to be 
devoured by the other. I don’t pretend 
to reconcile thefe two Reverend Gentle¬ 
men: unlefs we may fuppofe; that it is 
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poffibly fome honed, moderate, well- 
meaning men, whom they both concur 
to abuie, but in this mod; contradictory 
manner; men who defire nothing but the 
peace and who heartily abhor on any ac¬ 
count whatfoever the very idea of the dif- 
tra&ion and the confufion of their coun¬ 
try, who never entertained for a mement 
the lead intention towards an Englifh or 
a Britifh commonwealth in their lives 
and whom thefe Gentlemen make fo bold 
to charge only from their love of the 
public and at the mod: perhaps fome 
didant, fpeculative, Utopian opinions, 
which are many and various among 
mankind. The fame Apodle in Poli¬ 
ticks, as well as in Religion, Angles out 
Venice, Genoa and Holland, as three the 
mod: defpotic Rates under heaven. It is 
a pity, that he did not likewife favour us 
with his patterns of the freed: it is to be 
prefumed; that they would have been 
Prudia, Rullia and Turkey. Hypocrite, Bi¬ 
got or Enthudad or a compofition of thefe 
three characters, do you in your dotage 
likewife long after the fleih-pots of Egypt 
or are you afraid; led that the light of 
reafon and of liberty fliould baniih your 
cant and your jargon out of America ? Be 

fatisded 
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fatisfied with puzzling or with milleading 
yourfeif and your followers about free¬ 
will, grace, fpirit and other fuch fubjedts 
comprehended neither by you nor by 
them nor perhaps by anybody elfe: you 
cannot at the bottom but be lenlible; that 
truth and reafon will not afford grounds 
whereon to perfwade a great people; that 
they have nothing belonging to them of 
their own: other means mu ft be employed 
for that purpofe; to which however you 
are willing to become a trumpeter. All 
government whatfoever is founded in con- 
fent or in force : all lawful government 
is fo in con Tent; from which alone can 
arife any obligation to obedience. They 
who fcorn to require on their fide confent; 
neceflarily leave againft them the right of 
refilfance. Where club-law is the prac¬ 
tice of the Sovereign; the fame code is of 
courfe open for the ufe of the lubjedts; 
when they can execute it. Slavery de¬ 
pends upon the will and the pleafure of 
the matter; but liberty and property reft 
in the concurrence of the governed. You 
tell us; that the Americans and their an- 
ceftors had a right to be taxed by the Par¬ 
liament of England; but that they never 
had any other. I fay; that they had a 

right 
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right to liberty and to property, to the 
lubftance and not to the fhadow, to the 
matter and not to the form only: they en¬ 
joyed thefe by our parliament; when this 
was the proper method for that purpofe: 
but lince it has ceated to be filch; they 
ftill retain their right to thofe ineftimable 
bleffmgs to be enjoyed by fuch means and 
in iuch manner; as their new circum¬ 
stances and condition do belt admit. But 
you and many more in England, you fay, 
have no votes for Members of Parliament 
and where is the difference between fuch 
perfons and the Americans ? Let me try 
to tell you; if you do not already know. 
You are exadtly in the fame fituation, 
with thofe who have votes; law for law, 
tax for tax, benefit for benefit, burthen 
for burthen. Thele cannot preferve or 
profit themfelves without doing pre- 
cifely the fame by you; they cannot en¬ 
clave or empoverifh you without fuffering 
the like fate and fortune themfelves. The 
Americans are under very different and 
in l'ome refpedts contrary circumftances. 
They are abfolutely with regard to this 
great point of taxation in the oppofite 
Scale. Every fingle fliilling levied on an 
American weighs on the Britifh fide and 

faves 
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laves juft the fame fum to the perfons im- 
poiing it upon him or to thofe ehufing 
fuch, as do fo. This argument is hourly 
hackneyed in our ears; but how few 
woids afford it an anlwer in appearance 
beyond reply ? You tell us; that it will 
be no harm for America, if it is taxed 
like Scotland. I anfwer, that Great-Bri- 
tain now raifes for the year at three £hil- 
lings in the pound upon the land about 
eleven millions fterling • the collection 
included. Scotland is favoured in the two 
taxes of the land and the malt; that is 
in two millions and a quarter of this fum; 
but with refpect to the remaining eight 
millions and three quarters the North- 
Briton pays alike and exactly, as the South. 
This is your pattern for a people; who 
now plainly appear to have neither gold 
nor filver among them and whole com¬ 
merce is confined by ouneives. I think; 
that you can hardly be acquainted with the 
meaning and the extent of your own words 
on this fubject. You mention Ireland, as 
another example for America. That feems 
as ftrange as the other. Could it mils vour 
memory; that Ireland is actually taxed by 
their own reprelentatives in the very man¬ 
ner; which the Americans delire ? Every 

man. 
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man, you fay, may fit under his own vine 
and his own fig-tree. But how can that or 
to what purpofe will it be; when another 
may come and cut it down or take the fruit 
of it at his pleafure ?—But that has not 
been fo hitherto—no nor this taxation. 
Pali parliaments have undone our coun¬ 
try at home by taxing: what ground 
then can there be to imagine; that thofe to 
come would not do as much by America ? 
You may quibble and chicane, as long as 
you will; but you had need to pull down 
the pillars of nature; before you can over¬ 
turn the great principles of liberty and of 
property. You are faid to have ftrangely 
contradicted yourl'elf on this fubjeCt; but 
I little trouble myfelf about that: you con¬ 
tradict the cleared; reafon; after which 
you may for me make as free with your- 
felf befides as you pleafe. Your conduit 
however does in one refpeCt a credit t® 
this people; if that the charge of fanaticifm 
often laid upon them by their adverfaries; 
was as well founded, as is fometimes pre¬ 
tended ; they would hardly have had you 
for an enemy. You remind us of the 
great rule to fear God and to honour the 
King: when all will be well; but no o- 
ther way. I fay, reverence God; fear to 

offend 
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offend his laws; love him, as far as our poor 
and our weak faculties can lift themfelves 
up towards his incomprehenfible nature: 
honour the King, when he is a good one ; 
think defervedly ot him when he is other- 
wife. Truft conftantly to the truth; never 
wilfully be deceived yourfelf nor deceive 
others. A good King is truly a great blef~ 
fing of Heaven; the contrary is a fcourge 
and a judgement. _ Plagues, peftilence 
and famine are the bites of a fly in compa- 
rifon of a bad prince; as the ftate of man¬ 
kind and the hiftory of the world will well 
inftruCt us. Let us not afteCt to couple 
together two Beings infinitely diftant from 
each other, infinitely more diftant than 
the vaulted Iky lometimes called Heaven 
is from our earth; I lay, to couple them 
with an affectation of equality or perhaps 
with fome preference of the mortal to the 

v eternal: fince to be honoured is certainly 
before being feared. Methodift, metho- 
dift, do not you with all your pretences 
of piety about you compliment your Kino 
at the expence of your God; however co¬ 
vertly or indirectly. I hope to fee no Me¬ 
thodift on the throne of England: it 
might be a fad prefage, Three of our 
prince? have particularly given into l'u- 

perftition 
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perflition and their reigns have in a lin¬ 
gular manner been marked with misfor¬ 
tunes. Let us on all occalions feek and 
purfue the happinefs of mankind. That 
is the real rule given by God to all men 
and all nations: it is plain to every appre- 
heniion: it is more or lefs within the 
power of .every one to perform and he is 
the word; of impoftors; who perverts to 
any other purpofe our mod; benevolent 
religion. Why did not you endeavour to 
induce the governors of our country to 
cad; the weapons out of their hands; where 
peace has ever ftuck from the beginning 
and where it yet flicks; if that they have 
not themfelves made it too late ? Why 
did you not fet forth the prefent ftarving, 
wretched condition of the poorer people 
of England? Is this no grievance or does 
it according to your general pretence not 
lubiid; or is it no confequence of national 
meafures or is it an improper fubjedt in 
this American difpute or are you unac¬ 
quainted with it? You can tell it loudly 
enough, when you are talking to the lower 
rank themfelves; but fo do you likewile 
know how to whifper it; when you lpeak 
for fome others to hear and for whole 
ears your addrefs was in all appearance in¬ 

tended 
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tended and not for thole of the Ameri¬ 
cans to whom it is for form fake fuper- 
fcribed. "Y*our zeal is now not without 
knowledge; whatever it may be at fomc. 
other times. 
/ 

It is lbmetimes laid in defence of the 
minifter, that the prefent meafures are 
not according to his own opinion or in¬ 
clination ; but that they are impofed 
upon him from another quarter. No ■ 
fuch difeourfe deferves a moment’s delay 
or attention. If the nation is undone,, 
what does it matter by whofe means? 
Whether any one hurried and blinded bv 
his own paffions ftrikes with a bold and 
a defperate hand his dagger into the heart 
of his country or whether he contents to be 
made the cool and the abandoned inftru- 
ment of another in the doing of it; either 
the one or the other crime is of fuch a 
magnitude; that the whole world is hard¬ 
ly capable to hold a balance wherein to 
weigh it. I do not doubt; but that 
many a man has in different llations con¬ 
curred on this occalion with a moll un¬ 
willing mind: the few at the helm 
however have from the beginning to the 
prefent inftant carried on all the procels 

O of 
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ox thefe milerablc meafures fo roundly, lb 
readily, fo earneltly, fo violently and with 
lo little appearance of backwardnefs or 
of fcrupuloufnefs ; that their willingnefs 
towards the work and not the contrary 
ppears the only wonder to be accounted 

It hurts me to take notice} that a 
call and colour of cruelty feem to dye 
the whole of thefe proceedings. But 
the attempt to llarve the inhabitants 
of our colonies by prohibiting the import 
tation ol provilions} which is waging war 
with the poor and the helplefs, with wo¬ 
men and children, on whom only fuch 
a meafure mull fall: the defign of ex¬ 
citing, of arming and of leading againll 
our countrymen nations of lavage Indians} 
who do not in their hoftilities aft like 
men, but who feek with a horrible bar¬ 
barity to imbrue their hands in the blood 
of that defencelefs fex and their harmlefs 
little ones: the endeavours to debauch 
Haves for the purpofe of dellroying and 
of butchering their mailers; the fend¬ 
ing armies of Hrangers and of barbarians 
to walle with fire and with l'word that 
country} which was within theie three 
years iubjedl to us and which we pre¬ 

tend 
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tend to delire and to expedl fliould be 
fo again : the wanton dellrudtion of 
towns and of dwellings and, I hope, that 
I may not join the unbecoming treatment 
of brave men under the pretence of their 
being rebels: the general hardnefs and 
ingratitude of doing thefe things and 
much more to a people; who ever bore 
us the moll lincere and the warmeft af¬ 
fection and from whom we have received 
unfpeakable benefit; mull, I fay, furely 
move every one, whofe nature has in it 
any mixture of the milk of humanity. 
Cruelty has hitherto been never charged 
upon us, as a nation: do not let that 
likewife be now thrown into our mea— 
fure; as if it was on this occafion not 
fufficiently heaped up and full without 
any fuch addition. 

Our adminillration however, we are 
told, has been deceived. That matter 
will not be difputed with them; but if 
any one neither knows of himfelf how to 
chufe fit meafures nor to confult proper 
perfons upon the fubjedl of them nor to 
adopt them; when they are pointed out 
and prelfed upon him by thofe, whom he 

O 2 does. 

' R 



[ J98 3 
does not confult ; for the love of heaven 
what has he to do at the head of a State ? 
C an fuch a perfon poflibly find no other 
way of fpending his time? If any thing 
can add to the enormity of the prefent 
proceedings themfelves; it is the headlong- 
manner in which they have againtt fo 
much advice and admonition and from fo 
many quarters both at home and abroad 
been prefixed and purfued. It was not 
particularly pointed out; that Lexing¬ 
ton would be the beginning of blood 
or Bunker’s-Hill the °field of battle : 
the names of Putnam and of Washing¬ 
ton were not written down; but I can¬ 
not recoiled; fo much as one fingle ma¬ 
terial circumftance, which has taken 
place and of which our rulers were not 
fairly and timely forewarned. Every Step 
might readily be reckoned up; if it wras 
not too Stale and too well known a Story 
to be now repeated. Have not we fought 
and bought and paid for deception? Was 
not it publicly understood to be the high 
road of preferment for our governors to 
flatter our power and our meafures and to 
make mifchiet between us and our colo¬ 
nies ? When we had thus purchafed mis¬ 
information and evil counfel were we not 

our 
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our own dupes and did we not greedily 
fwallow and believe, what we had our- 
felves fo procured with our money? Why 
is however not fome fmall fatisfadtion at 
lead given on this fubjedt ? Why are fuch 
wretched advifers, the ill-fated indru- 
ments of this mod ruinous civil war, buf¬ 
fered to continue crawling about our 
councils or feeding upon the blood of the 
public ? But wherefore do we talk of the 
counfels or the information of men; when 
Providence, fate, events themfelves have 
in the dronged manner admonifhed and 
difcouraged the authors of thebe misfor- 
tunes; but with no more effedt, than it 
fuch circumdances had only concerned 
the lfate of affairs and fome Iquabble in 
China or in Japan. There is not a deafer 
adder upon earth than a minider of date; 
when you would charm his paffions, his. 
pride, his ambition or his avarice: but 
Heaven have pity upon that poor people; 
whofe adder is blind, as well as deai; who 
will neither hear the cleared reafon nor can 
fee the plained facts, when they dare him 
the mod fully in the face. It now rains 
addreffes; as fome people fay, that frogs 
drop from the clouds. To addrefs is un- 
derdood to be the means of finding fa- 
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vom at court and in the cabinet. Thefe 
addrcfles let forth the iiourifliing ftate 
of the kingdom, of our commerce and 
our manufactures and how little the war 
and the revolt of America are yet felt. 
Men may put their confidence in this fine 
account; who have a mind and are deter¬ 
mined to be deceived: but our minifters 
furely cannot be fuch children, fuch chic¬ 
kens, lucb innocents as not to be fenfible, 
that there has hitherto been no time for a 
full and a fair trial of the effedt. W hile our 
colonies kept paying their debts and fend¬ 
ing plentifully of their own produce to 
us and took from us little or nothing of 
ours: what muff be the wifdom of thofe 
flatefmen or of any other perfons; who 
could fancy that to be the period, in which 
we were likely to feel their lofs ? If the 
importation from thence into Britain 
flopped on the Monday, did any one 
dream; that our government would be 
bankrupt or our people all be flarved or 
our country be in diftradtion on the Tuef- 
day? The proverb fays, that opportunity 
flies apace; hut fuch great events and the 
fate of nations demand time and matu¬ 
rity. The fadt neverthelefs does already 
begin as much to fhew and to develop it- 
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felf; as could in fo flhort a fpace have 
been feared or ex petted. Manchefter and 
fome few other of our manufacturing pla¬ 
ces may perhaps maintain their former 
ground; but it is too lure a truth, that 
the body of our poorer and our lower 
people, our labourers, our handy craft linen 
and our manufacturers themlelves are in 
general throughout the nation now funk 
and reduced to a degree never experienced 
before among us. What a material, what 
a melancholy circumftance and coniidera- 
tion! This our minifters might know 
without ftirring out of their own faction 
for information. How can then fome men 
read or hear without bluffing thole pretty 
compositions of their own procuring or 
encouraging ? Come our misfortunes in¬ 
fallibly will and but too fait, if we con¬ 
tinue ourattual courfe; when court-adula¬ 
tion, addrefles and flattery will little avail 
to defend us from them. Would to God, 
that fome men would have more patience 
on the fubjctt and not fo haften them 
upon us; merely becaufe they are not here 
at this moment! They will not come like 
a flafh of lightning; but let me add, nei¬ 
ther will they fo pals away. When we 
produce ourfelves the caufes, do we hand 

O 4 flaring 
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ltaiing and enquiring ; whether it is to be 
expected, that the effects will follow? 
VVhat fort ol an hufbandman mufthe be; 
who having with his own hand fown the 
leed fhould doubt; whether he was in due 
time to reap the fruits and the harveft of 
it, or who made a wonder; that his corn- 
was not in the ear and the grain at Chrift- 
niuS ? ^ Oui minifters have immoveably 
hxed tiieir eyes on one favourite pointy 
the abfolute fubjedlion of America; they 
will believe in the moft abiurd propoli- 
tion, opinion or plan; which appears to 
lead or to contribute to it; but they feem 
neither to fee or to hear or to underhand 
anj< one objedt in the whole world lying 
out of that line. Deceived no doubt wc 
have been and moil grolsly and moft 
grievoufly. But by what means? Our 
own paflions have impofed upon us; our 
contempt of the perfons, our averlion to 
the liberty and our rapacioulnefs after 
the property of others. Thefe are the 
councilors which have miflead us and 
what is worfe; we yet continue to be ad- 
vifed and to be diredted by them; we 
have no more difcharged or difcarded 
thefe, than we have done B. and H. 

Can 
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Can it then be conceived, fays fome 
one, that a number of unreafonable and 
of ill-judging men fhould at one time 
be all fo oddly jumbled together at the 
head of any ftate or government ? The 
chance would have been much ag-ainft 
luch an unlucky combination; if that its 
inhabitants had in common drawn lots 
or caft the die on the occafion. The pre- 
lent times muft fpeak for themfelves: I 
fnall anfwer nothing as to them. I may 
however endeavour to explain ; how 
things have heretofore come to pafs and 
poflerity will be more fortunate than 
their fore-fathers; if they lhall never 
happen again after the fame manner. 
A Prince often empowers fome par¬ 
ticular perfon to chufe or to controul 
all the other counfellors and officers 
of his kingdom. Such a one will pro¬ 
bably pick them out according to his 
own pattern or expedt them to con¬ 
form to it; when the difficult and the 
difobedient will of courfe be difcard- 
ed the company. It is an old faying; 
that all life is a ftage play: but where 
a firft miniller rules every thing, the com¬ 
panion may perhaps rife no higher than, 
to the humble reprelentation of a pup¬ 
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pet-fhow: in which however the figures 
nicy llrut, flare or look big upon the 
outward flage and whether they add 
tragedy, comedy or farce; they dance 
and they fpeak and they iqueak, only as 
their mailer behind the fcenes moves the 
fprings and the firings and the wires. 

I delire however to fay fomething upon 
the fubjedt of fuch a firft or prime mi- 
nifler. I have ufed the expreflion after 
others: but it is not the language of the 
conflitution. We are not a race of Turk- 
ifh flaves to be governed by a Grand 
Vizir nor is our nation a province of 
France, where the pradtice and the abufe 
of many ages have accuflomed the Mo¬ 
narch to delegate his power and his au¬ 
thority to a fubflitute. I do not know 
how to perfwade myfelf; that a Prince 
reigning in a land of liberty can be in- 
titled or warranted to deliver over his 
people into the hands of any fingle fub¬ 
jedt. A Parliament, I fay, a free Parlia¬ 
ment, a Parliament eledted and adting 
without corruption is by our conflitution 
appointed for the chief council of the 
King of England and not fome one mi- 
nifler, flatterer or favourite. Our com¬ 
mon people are apt to complain; that 

their 
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their betters fometimes ape the modes 
of a neighbouring nation : but if this of 
a firfc minifler is a French fain ion, any 

bold to far; that it is the >e one may L>< 
* 

woril cultom ever copied by us from that 
people. The political habits of that 
country are of late however much chan¬ 
ged. The writer is not a very old man 
and he remembers when the Parliaments 
of Paris were a bye-word for their mean- 
nefs and their abjedtnefs towards their 
Prince. That matter however is now 
totally altered. I wonder what Parlia¬ 
ments will in time to come be the proverb 
for comp'iaifance and dudlility. The 
Trench have learnt a firmnefs and a fleadi- 
nefs and to look in cafe of exigency their 
King and his minifler in the face. This 
is affirmed to have been formerly a good 
old Engliffi faffiion. When will our 
travelled gentry bring it with them back 
again to.their own country ? I trull; that 
I may anfwer, as foon as reafon and oc- 
cafion lliall require: although the happi- 
nefs of the times may not now demand 
any fuch prefent pradtice. How would 
it other wife appear in the eyes of pofte- 
rity; ffiould the abjedt Haves of a prime 
mini Her be the defpotic mailers of North- 

America ? 
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America? Non bene conveniunt nec in nnd 
Jtde mo? antur—Y am perfectly perfwaded, 
that two fuch diredly contradictory cir- 
cumltances will never happen or be u- 
nited in one and the fame body of men. 

There is a circumltance, (which how¬ 
ever contemptible in itfelf,) I do not 
know how to pafs over in lilence; as it 
lies in my way and as it explains the tem¬ 
per of fome men. The minilterial wri¬ 
ters have on this occahon already begun 
to cry out for forfeitures and againft nox¬ 
ious and erroneous clemency.* Can then 
the imagination and the ambition of our 
philofophers carry them acrofs the At¬ 
lantic in hopes of farms and of planta¬ 
tions there for themlelves or do thele 
things tempt their patrons and their pay- 
mafters; in whole praiies and for w.iole 
pleafure they tune their lyres ? Some Eng- 
lilli hiftorians tell us, I will not warrant 
how truly; that the French played be¬ 
fore the battle of Agincourt at dice for 

their 

. Taxation no Tyranny, p. 87.-—Nothing can be more 
noxious to lociefy, than that erroneous clemency; which 
when a iebellion is fupprefled exadts no forfeitures and efta- 
blifhes no fecurities, but leaves the rebels in their former 
liate. 



[ 2°7 } 

their prifoners; but who were neither 
then taken nor ever afterwards. We read 
of aimies ; that have brought along with 
them chains to bind their enemies : by 
whom they have themfelves been foundly 
beaten for their pains. The learning of 
thefe authors might at lead; have furniSh- 
ed them with the fable; whofe moral ad¬ 
monishes us not to be over-forward to di¬ 
vide the bear-Skin, until we have Sirff 
maftered the bear. What is this but 
warning the Colonies to hold out to the 
utmoSt and in cafe of neceSTity to feek fo¬ 
reign aSTiStance; rather than to forfeit 
their eftates to perfons at home: whofe 
fancy feeins fo forward to give them li¬ 
very and feiJin on the occasion. It may 
perhaps be a problem not unworthy the 
lolution of thefe ingenious gentlemen 
themfelves; whether the policy or the 
humanity of this proceeding the'moSt de- 
ferves to be approved of and to be com¬ 
mended. 

I have formerly touched upon Ire- * 
land. They have not there our debt ; 
they have a different government and they 
are by the fea feparated from us. They 
may poffibly fwim, when we Sink ; but 

tli at 
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that mull depend upon the utmoft uncer¬ 
tainty or chance. They are a people moll 
iingularly and peculiarly circumftanced a- 
trion^ themfe Ives and with refpedt to one 
another; more fo, than I will endeavour 
to explain nor which is necellary, it being 
well known and underftood. Hiftory 
can hardly trace; when they were com¬ 
bined under one head or had any form of 
civil lociety of their own. Their prefent 
government originated many centuries ago 
from England; where its connection and 
its dependance have ever lince continued. 
If the guiding reins lliould through weak- 
nefs or through diforder drop out of our 
hands; they cannot but run the moll dan¬ 
gerous rifque of falling under tire com¬ 
mand of lome foreign nation or of their 
Hate being totally turned up-lide-down 
or of both milchances. Thofe perfons 
then muft furely be doubly polfelfed; 
who having a Hake in each of thefe illands 
have neverthelefs prelled and urged the 
prefent proceedings. I think, that fuch 
men mull by this time begin to grow lick 
of their own work: in which cafe it is 
undoubtedly their higheft duty to retract 
or to foften, what they have laid and to 
the beft of their power to repair and to 

amend 
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amend what they have done. There is 
however another part of our country; 
which if I have before approached on this 
fide, it was yet in a more diffant manner 
and whofe condition is in almoif every 
refpedt diredtly contrary to that of Ire¬ 
land j I mean, Scotland. They are of 
one ifland with us; but they had for many 
ages within thcmfelves their Kings, their 
Lords, their Commons, their Parliaments, 
their Courts and their Officers of Juftice, 
their Laws and every other circumftance 
of a perfedt, compleat, feparate govern¬ 
ment. They have made with us many a 
war and many a peace ; they had an ally, 
who did not ufe to fail them in time of 
their need and to whom they were them- 
l'elves according to theconjundhire of that 
period faithful in return. It has not been 
two centuries ; lince that we firft had the 
fame prince nor one lince we have had the 
fame legiflature. This lalt union was the 
adt of the Scottilh not people, but par¬ 
liament : were it to-morrow to be voted 
there by every man of twenty-one years 
of age; he is ill-informed; who believes, 
that it would not be diffiolved by a very 
great majority. They are a people per¬ 
haps, as much and as remarkably united 

among 
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among themfelves as they of Ireland are 
divided. What fhould then hinder; but 
that they may in the cafe of an utter dif- 
ioiution or diilradtion of our government 
cut all the ties, the links, the chains, 
which now hold and fallen us together ; 
I fay, that they may leave England to 
link alone into a bottomlefs abyfs with 
a debt of a hundred and forty millions of 
pounds fterling, hanging like a mill-ftone 
about its neck ? I lhall not here be mif- 
underftood, as if I was meaning any re- 
fedlion upon a people; to whom I have 
from my youth up ever borne refpedt. I 
am moll fenlible of many and great ad¬ 
vantages received by England from the 
union with Scotland. If they have no 
more gold and filver in North-Britain it 
is, becaufe that their nobility and their 
gentry prodigal them away after their 
pleafures and their ambition in the South. 
They people us in the mean time with 
men, as good as ourfelves; as even our 
maidens and our widows feem fometimes 
to bear witnefs. I verily believe them to 
have no more idea of a prefent divilion 
from us ; than of a feparation from the 
fun or the moon. I am in my own mind 
fully Satisfied ; that the Americans enter¬ 

tained 



Mill W *1 II SI 11 IMP TTIJIJJJI llllllJJUililiiilJj; ITT I II ip ft n ft ft ft || || f liliiiliUiillUlillllinil 

f 211 ] 

tained five years pall no fuch intentions; 
whatever pretences the authors of thefe 
mifchiefs may in defence of themfelves 
and of their milerable mealures now in¬ 
vent or propagate. It is my particular 
perfwafion; that no people realonably hap¬ 
py will for the fake of diflan t and of un¬ 
certain fancies ever break or dillurb their 
real and their adlual felicity. I fpeak on 
a luppofition therefore of a fincere and an 
abfolute neceffity; to which the proudefl 
muft bend and which the mofl powerful 
mull obey. They may perhaps be then 
more willing to allow of its law in their 
own cale •, than they feem to he now in 
that of lome others. When their only 
alternative left lhall be to perilh with their 
neighbours or to preferve themfelves with¬ 
out them ; they may conceive, that there 
is but little either of cafuillry or of policy 
required to refolve the queltion. Why 
is luch a pofiibility much more dillant or 
different from the Hate; in which we now 
are: than our prefent fituation is from 
that; in which we were at this time five 
years ? I refer to five years ago, as to a for¬ 
mer period ; before that thefe troubles broke 
out: our adive governors however have 
jn fad employed but about two revolving 
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kins in performing the firft half of their 
work. They truly have in a fhort fpace 
of time deftroyed the temple of peace; 
but their wonders feem to be of a very 
different iort from building up again with 
the fame hafte. I prefs the rather thefe 
points in hopes of bringing certain per- 
Ions to fome fenie of the circumftances 
about them, oi inducing them to conii- 
Her on what ground they ftand, of ma¬ 
king them refledt; that it is not every 
man, whom they meet in the ftreets or 
whom they converfe or they confult with; 
whofe fortunes and whofe affairs are on 
th is fubjedt in the fame bottom with their 
own. There are who may get and may 
gain; who may lofe one half and may hold 
the other; who may fuffer much and may 
neverthelefs fave a remnant: but they, to 
whom I would at this moment particu¬ 
larly apply myfelf, have no Hake but in 
one fpot, have their all in one veffel or, 
to fpeak a plain language, in England. 
I am fully perfuaded; that there are fome 
perfons, whom it mofl behoves and mold 
concerns; but who are even yet not aware 
upon what an adventure they have em¬ 
barked themfelves, their families, their 
country and their King. 

■■ ■ What 
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What then are we in this difficult ftate 
of our affairs moft to wifli and to defire • 
the victory of adminiffration and the de- 
vaftation of America or the fuperiority 
and the liberty and confequently to us the 
lofs of our colonies ? This may not be the 
ealieff of quelfions to anfwer. He was a 
wife man ; who prayed his God to fend 
him, what he knew in his wifdom to be 
good for him; although he did himfelf 
not delire it: but to keep from him, what 
was evil; although he did defire it. Should 
Providence for our penalty and our pu- 
nilhment fufferus todeitroyour colonies; 
we lhall bite the dud: together and France 
and Spain and perhaps lelfer people belides 
take the fpoils of both. Many men and 
tome nations would commiferate Ameri¬ 
ca : they would recoiled her former af¬ 
fection, attachment and lervices to us; 
although we forget them. Great-Britain 
would perilh unpitied and unlamented : 
our fall would be attributed to ingrati¬ 
tude and to injuftice united with folly and 
with phrenzy. This however does not 
appear to be the probable train of future 
events : we feem on the contrary to be by 
force driving our Colonies into indepen- 
dance and into greatnefs. The common 

P 2 courfe 
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courfe of hiltory has hitherto been; that 
little fcattered fparks of liberty have fal¬ 
len^ as it were, from Heaven on particular 
fpots; by virtue of which fome Rates 
fmall at the beginning have wonderfully 
fpread abroad their name and their power 
among mankind. It was neyer before 
known in the civilized world: that this 
holy flame blazed brightly and inipired 
with an equal ardour every part through¬ 
out a great and a moft extenfive continent. 
The effects of this phcenomenon in poli¬ 
ticks are yet to be experienced. Athens 
is well underftood to have been a demo- 
cracy managed in great meafure by its ci¬ 
tizens in their collective capacity and it 
fhone ; as a light among nations. Rome 
was likewife a republic ; but chiefly con¬ 
ducted by an eleCted fenate nor need it to 
be faid; how it over-fhadowed the world. 
Thefe were however Angle cities; within 
whofe walls were confined their govern¬ 
ments and their elections. There have 
hitherto been among men no inftances of 
large, numerous and civilized nations ■, 
where the whole people ruled themfelves 
without a monarch by the means of re- 
prefentative bodies appointed fairly, e- 
qually and frequently for that purpofe. 

/ This 



This will probably be one day a new form, 
of government and an improvement in 
democratical conftitutions. It feems pe¬ 
culiarly well adapted to promote the in- 
terefts and the happinefs; as well as to 
unite the inclinations and the opinions of 
all its members: it admits by an equal 
election and a real reprefentation every 
man to a juic lhare in the management 
and the adminiftration of the whole. Per¬ 
fection is not to be expected in the affairs 
of men nor will I now enquire ; how far 
this may or may not within its province 
approach to it or partake of it. Holland 
copies in fome meafure this pattern by ex- 

ft°er acics and is in comparifon 
of its territory the firfl country on the 
globe for trade, tor opulence and for num¬ 
bers of inhabitants : the Swifs come yet 
more nearly to it; although neverthelefs 
ftill at a conliderable didance: thefe want 
the fea, the fcene of commerce and the 
fource of riches; they are however a hap¬ 
py people. It is perhaps referved for our 
Ameiican Colonies to efedt the frit re¬ 
publics on this plan and who knows; but 
that they may m confequence thereof toge¬ 
ther with the other improvements to 
expedled among mankind arrive one day to 
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a degree of happinefs and of profperity 
and may enjoy a ftability hitherto un¬ 
known and unexperienced in civil govern¬ 
ments ? Can any one pretend to explain ; 
whether Providence is not in his unfa¬ 
thomable wifdom and by the means of 
our conduit, however flrange and unac¬ 
countable upon any plan of human pru¬ 
dence or reafon, at this infant railing in 
America the ftandard of liberty and pre¬ 
paring a refuge and an afylum for the en- 
flaved and the oppreffed of different parts 
of the earth ? The governments there 
forced and broken off from us will at 
their command have vaft traits and regi¬ 
ons fufficient to receive and to accommo¬ 
date a good part of Europe; whofe do- 
mefiic oppreffions and miferies will not 
fail to drive them into countries fo much 
freer and fo much happier than their own. 
It is not neceffary; that there fhould be a 
leader efpecially commiffioned from Hea¬ 
ven or that the waves of the Atlantic 
ocean fhould be divided and fhould ftand 
on an heap for that purpofe : the defire of 
good and the averfion to evil perpetually 
prefent in every human breaft will be a 
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night 
to conduct them thither. Are the Ger¬ 

mans 



mans at this time ignorant of the chart 
of that country or do the Irifh, the Eng- 
lifh and the Scotch leaving their taxes and 
their burthens behind them not crowd al¬ 
ready the fame road ? Were it culhomary 
to magnify thole ; who ferve or whb ag¬ 
grandize us with an evil will and againft 
their intentions : fome men might per¬ 
haps be then celebrated, painted and fta~ 
tued for the fathers and the founders of 
American Commonwealths; whd now 
bid fair to be only heard of in hiftory, as 
having ruined and overturned their own 
monarchy. I fpeak with the moft pro¬ 
found reverence ^ but I do not believe it 
to be the ultimate end and purpefe of an 
all-benevolent Providence : that fo great 
a part of the human fpecies fliould per¬ 
petually remain under their prefent bon¬ 
dage and that civility and fJavery (hall for 
ever be almoft conftant companions of 
each other. Clouds, will a idle in the po¬ 
litical, as well as in the natural world ; 
but fo will they likewife pafs away or the 
funfhine of liberty will break forth in o- 
ther parts. I tfuft; that the civilized 
portion of our ipecies is upon the whole 
notwithftanding foitfe crofs and untoward 
occurrences happening at times and at 
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places constantly advancing and improving 
in their ireedom. The condition of our 
eartn is undoubtedly new, new in com¬ 
panion not only of eternity ; but of time. 
It is but little more than twenty centu¬ 
ries, not more than the fucceffive lives of 
fifteen fuch perfons as our countryman 
I arr; fince that the firft human hiftory 
was written. What a fpan ! Men are but 
beginning to emerge out of their natural 
barbarity into national communities and 
focieties : we are as yet perfect novices in 
the. ai t of framing or of modelling infti- 
tutions of that fort. Our inward nature 
inuft ever remain the fame : the feeds of 
ambition, of avarice and of the other 
felfiih paffions having been fown in our 
bieafts fiom the firfl will in all appearance 
never be rooted out; but the outward cir- 
cumftances of things will very much vary. 
Mankind will in time grow more upon 
their guard againft one another: nations 
v\ ill by degrees learn how to provide more 
effectual defences and fecurities again ft the 
defigns and the attempts, the force and 
the artifice of thofe; to whom they confide 
their governments and by whom it is, 
that they are moft commonly undone. 
Letters may do much: they enlighten the 

world : 



world : the prefent, frequent, increasing,- 
public and private ufe of them muft not 
only inform and inftrudt the multitude 
and the many ; but muft likewife enable 
them better to move and to a<ft together 
for their common interefts and concerns ; 
than they formerly did or could without 
any or with but little of fuch communica¬ 
tion. America is now arming and mufter- 
ing, almoft to a man ; we alike catch good 
and evil of each other. Who knows ; 
but that this may become the practice 
of nations? On that rock will then be 
founded the freedom of mankind: This 
feems to be the means by which defpo- 
tifm muft one day receive its mortal 
blow. A few bearing the fword do ever 
opprefs the helplefs public; but how 
can one man tyrannife over millions 
of his equals, all of them armed and 
ready for their own defence ? Whatever 
country defires to maintain its indepen- 
dance againft foreign foes and its free¬ 
dom againft domeftic ones; let it copy 
the prefent conduct of the Americans 
and keep the whole body of its people 
armed and muftered: in which cafe, if I 
may make bold to ufe fo high an expref- 
lion, the gates of hell will not be able 
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to prevail again# its liberty. But what 
will then become of Great-Britain in 
thefe halcyon times of America or of 
mankind ? Who knows whether the may 
not with to take fhelter under the fha- 
dow of flutes, io lately her own provinces 
and her own dependencies ? Whether 
our only poffible means of efcaping the 
la# di#refles and calamities incident to 
a nation may not be; if that they fhall 
protedl us from the creditors of our go¬ 
vernment, from our neighbours, from 
our rivals and from all others; who may 
be willing to intuit a fallen, an abjedt 
and a helplefs people: I fay ■ if that their 
own reafon or, I am very forry to add, 
the unhappy precedent of Great-Britain 
fhall teach them of what extreme, mu¬ 
tual utility, advantage and affiftance two 
great branches of the fame nation may 
be to one another: when united and con¬ 
nected by confent in their mtereftsj how¬ 
ever di#ant and divided by the ocean in 
their dwellings. This will indeed be a very 
different fituation from having America at 
ourfeet; but we may well becontentto turn 
our backs on that fentence and leave it 
to be engraven on the monument of him, 

from 
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from whom it came. It is furely a moft 
unfit and moft unbecoming exprefiion 
and which all parties fhould wilh to be 
buried in oblivion; but how different 
a temper feems to prevail in fome men, 
from that: when fchemes are at this 
moment laid and means are now pre¬ 
paring to wafte with fire and with fword 
and to deluge with blood that continent 
for the very end of carrying it into exe¬ 
cution ? Great-Britain however had need 
both then and at this time to fee to her 
own concerns. Foreign reliance is but 
a flender reed in the hands of thofe; who 
have ruined themfelves. That the fyf- 
tem of benevolence is a right and a real 
policy in the conduit of nations and in 
their government of others; may perhaps 
be believed by a few philofophers in their 
clofets ; be reprefented by a fmall num¬ 
ber of moralifts in their writings; be 
preached from the pulpit by fome one 
truly worthy to attend at the altars of the 
Divinity, one happily blending the pub¬ 
lic fpirit of patriotifm with the charity 
of our holy religion : but it is to be 
feared ; that the hiftories, the examples, 
the experience of many ages to come 
are yet required; before that great dates 

and 
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and empires /hall actually and effectually 
adopt it into their practice. Should thefe 
dreams and theie vifions ever be l'ooner 
or later in any degree realized; we /hall 
find and our former provinces will find ; 
that profperity and fuperiority readily for¬ 
get the rules and the refolutions made 
or approved in adverfity and in humi¬ 

lity. Our condition however demands in¬ 
fant affiftance: the clouds are collected : 
the ftorm is about to burft upon our 
heads: the thunders begin to roll and the 
lightnings to ily : our minifters are not- 
withffanding leading us further into the 
wildernefs: it is high time for the col¬ 
lective wifdom of the nation to exert it- 
felf and the conftitution: peace, peace, 
peace is the only protection held forth to 
us by Providence in this great and this 
dangerous conjuncture. 

What methods can we then take to¬ 
wards that defirable end ? To which I mult 
anfwer; that fome men affeCt to talk fo 
harlh a language and feem fo fond of every 
means to dilfever us from our colonies; 
that I hardly know, whether it is lawful 
for me to fignify my with : that there was 
preferved a conjunction, a connection, a 

corre- 
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correfpondence between honed: and well- 
intentiuned men of England and of Ame¬ 
rica the better to counteradl the enemies 
of both countries and for watching every 
opening and opportunity to reftore the an¬ 
cient harmony and tranquility between 
us. It is certainly our true intereft in- 
t tend of prohibiting to encourage in con¬ 
tinuing an intercourfe with their friends 
and their families over the Atlantic fuch 
perfons ; as having property and polfef- 
fions there neverthelefs remain with us at 
this moment out of a fort of affedtion and 
of attachment to Great-Britain. Thefe 
are fo many links and chains holding toge¬ 
ther us and that weftern continent: they 
may poffibly be one day by prudent and by 
proper means made of eflential fervice be¬ 
tween us j but the fame infatuation feems 
to a ike ft all our meafures from the drib 
and the higheft to the fmaileft and the 
lowed. As to what we are to do more 

immediately within ourfelves; the advi- 
fers of war and the hounds of blood lead 
us the way. Let us follow their foot- 
deps, purfue their paths, but for the con¬ 
trary purpofe; for the preferving this great 
empire, which their endeavours tend to 
confound and to dedroy. One body of 

men havefince the Revolution chiefly had 
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poiTeiTion of our government: they Tapped 
by corruption all the outworks of the 
constitution: liberty was perpetually in 
their mouths and their difcourfe; but 
prostitution was in their hearts and their 
actions. The wind has lately veered and 
another fet have fince. fucceeded to the 
helm. Thefe are now endeavouring to 
make up for the time paft by outdoing 

their predeceffors : they are flinging down 
the fences, which the others had under¬ 

mined to their hands : they have revived 
the principles of Slavery and have added 

them to an increafe of the fame deteStable 
Decuniary influence. Both thefe were 

.lowever only two venal factions} who 
perverted in their turns the facred name 

of government to their own corruption: 
the public continued in the mean time 
an helplefs prey without power between 
them. But endeavours are now ufing to 
involve the nation itfelf and to make them 

« ' » > 

confenting and concurring to their own 
ruin. What will then remain; except 
that we Shall be totally ripe and ready for 
destruction with none left among us to 
lift up their hands towards heaven and to 
alk even, how they have deferved it? ouch 
are thy ways, O Providence, while men are 

diSputing; 
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difputing; whether it is thy moft wife and 
moil: juft laws or their own folly, phrenfy 
and tyranny, which do and which ought 
to govern the world ! ° 

* • ■ f 
4 

Let us however hope for fome happier 
dfue. The vaft powers of the crown and 
the very free ufe of them confidered. 
where is the wonder; if a few thoufands 
of men are iubfcribing of papers to pleafe 
and to flatter an adminiftration ? What 
proportion or what comparifon do thefe 
bear to the whole body of the kingdom ; 

no moft undoubtedly and moft ardently 
delire an end oi this word of all wars and 
tneie^ molt ruinous of all meafures ? It is 
our filence and our acc uiefcence, which 
make us acceflaries to the guilt of thole; 
who are going to give the laft ftroke to 
oui countiy. God and men require of 
every people to reftrain within due bounds 
their own rulers. Governments direht 
under the appointment and the authority 
of the people ; but the people abt and 
execute with their own hands : the peo¬ 
ple man the navies and compofe the ar¬ 
mies; which carry fire and fword, devafta- 
tion and deflation over the earth ; the 
people are the immediate inftruments in 

¥ 
mifehief 
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mifchiefand fo are they likewife the main 
victims of it: the calamities confequent 
to a public mifcondudt ever fall chiefly 
and moll; heavily upon their body. What 
are the misfortunes of a few men or a few 
families differing their portion of the 
evils caufed by their own counfels in com- 
parifon of the general didrefs and miiery 

of a whole people j although I do not at 
all mean j that even the others commonly 
do or that they will on this occafion in 
particular efcape a fhare of fuch mifchiefs 
fully fufficient to make likewife them ear- 
neftly to repent of their part in the produc¬ 
tion of them ? Why are then fo few found 
who fet their hands to the having of their 
country; when fo many are figning to 
their ruin ? If we approach with peti¬ 
tions the Royal prefence ; the cry of the 
public could not but dart and drive away 
any one, who lurks behind the throne 
^nd who poifons with evil counfels the ear 
of our Prince and if that there is fuch a 
perfon. If we prefume to apply to our 
Parliament; that powerful body is able 
to bind certain madmen in the chains of 

. t 

the conditution and to make them con¬ 
duct themlelves at lead with lefs danger 
and lefs damage to the public : whether 

or 
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no they will ever be turned into very deep 
politicians or very difinterefted patriots. 
What witholds then, the cool and the 
coniiderate and (I am perfectly perfwaded 1 
by much the major part of the nation, 

. ends and the favourers of peace from 
ottering in their turn to our King and to 
the other branches of our legiilature hum¬ 
ble ; but general and earneft petitions for 
the purpofe of faving the whole, of faving 
even thofe who are endeavouring to de- 
ftroy both the reft and themfelves? Thefe 
are the proper prayers for drawing down 
once again the dove of Heaven amon^ 
us ; but which due means if we neo-Jed^ 
vve ftiall no more delerve her happy^pre- 
fence; than we did, when die was of late 
lo raftily and fo fatally and no one knows 
why driven away from this empire. 

On what conditions then can peace be 
made ? In anfwer to which I muft in my 
turn afk; how vain is it for individuals 
to be propofing plans on that fubjedt in 
oppontion to the obftinacy of thofe; who 
polfefs all the power of the nation and 
who appear plainly to have no fuch inten¬ 
tions ? The door of that bleffed Temple 

°uld readily have been thrown open to 

Q*_ US ; 
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us; if we had ever iignified any fincerc 
deiire of entering into it: but nothing of 
that fort has from the beginning of thefe 
broils to the prefent moment come from 
our minifters, nothing but a conftant de¬ 
mand of an abfolute fubjedtion on the 
part of the Colonies; however fome men 
at a distance from our counfels may at 
times have deceived themfelves on this 
head. As to that crude, indigefted, per¬ 
plexed, obfcure parcel of words compli¬ 
mented by fome with the title of a con¬ 
ciliatory plan; it appears proper only to 
expofe the poor conceptions of its authors 
and how very far thefe were from having 
any ideas fit for the compofing our pre¬ 
fent moil high and moll unhappy trou¬ 
bles. It met accordingly with nothing, 
but contempt in the country; which it 
concerned. It l'eems to have fattened and 
to have riveted to the general union the co¬ 
lony of New-York ; which it was in all 
appearance particularly intended to divide 
and to feparate from the rett and which 
was fuppofed to be at that time wa¬ 
vering and doubtful. It could not but 
operate in the like manner with our other 
Colonics; as it plainly betrayed how lit¬ 
tle was to be expedted towards peace from 

the 
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^q-!fr of adminiftration. The fame 
cale hill continues. The Continental 
Congrefs Tent by Mr. Penn their la ft ad- 
dreis and application. . It is publicly un- 
derftood, that they will on the news of 
its being negledted take fome verv vigorous 
fteps towards independence. We are in 
the mean time purpofely fufferingthe pre- 
fent moll precious feafon to elapfe and to 
pafs by without moving hand or foot to¬ 
wards an accommodation. We declare • 
that we will have nothing to do with the 
bodies particularly delegated by the Ame¬ 
ricans and m whom they efpecially con- 
fide. We talk of treating only at the 
point of the fword. We affedt to make a 
myltery of our terms. No hints are fluno- 
out of confenting to recall on any condi¬ 
tions whatfoever the adt altering the char 
ter of Maffachufets-Bay or ofgiW fc- 
cunty and fatisfadtion to our Colonies in 
general concerning the boundaries or other 
grievances- of the Quebec-bill; without 
wmch points it is not to be expedted, 
hat a Angle man in America wiil lay down 

his arms. , What does all this mean and 
muc more that might be mentioned; 
but a xull determination to march with¬ 
out turning to the right or to the left di- 

redlly 
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reftly forwards in our fir ft road; to try the 
whole chance and to rifque the worft con- 
fequences of a civil war; to flake the all 
of England on the caft in hopes of bring¬ 
ing America to bend under our abfolute 
power : although there is at the fame tim© 
no more probability of fucceeding in that 
project, than of obtaining the command 
of the moon ? Good God in Heaven; 
how do fome men trifle with the fate of 
this nation! 

A . . 

But a numerous commifiion is to be 
named ; which will do wonders. I will 
not now inquire after what manner fuch 
perfons are likely to be received in A- 
merica; if they fhall refufe to treat with 
the reprefentatives of the country, when 
they come there. But my anfwer is; that 
our Colonifts muft have liberty and pro¬ 
perty in its fubftance and its effence nor 
•yvill they on any other terms be conten¬ 
ted : we mull confent to pafs that point; 
if we mean ever to have peace with them 
more. A child may be the tale-bearer, 
if fuch is our real purpofe and refolution; 
but no commiflioners in the world will 
be equal to the work; it it is only in¬ 
tended to out-wit them by treaty into 

what 
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what we have in vain endeavoured to force 

Zlth the f7°rd i if our defign is at 
the bottom no deeper or no better than 
under the colour and the cover of neeotia- 
ting and by the means of certain Engliffl 
arts of bribing, of corrupting, of hold¬ 
ing forth perfonal or provincial advanta- 
ges to make fome weak attempts for the 
disjoining and the dividing thofe ,• whom 
our own adts and our own meafures have 
molt itrongly united and cemented. What 
a poor, pitiful, cobweb policy and ha¬ 
ving in it, full as little ftrength, as ho- 
nefty; are all fuch methods ? The Ame¬ 
ricans will in that cafe baffle or avoid our 
artifices even with more facility ,• than 

ey ave restrained and refilled our arms 
Our commiffioners had much better be 
content at home than to expofe us and 
themfelves beyond the Atlantic ; if fflch 
only are to. be their errand and their in- 
itructions. 

It may here be repeated j let us never- 
elels draw nearer to the very terms of re¬ 

conciliation: but Imuft again afkj whydo 

f r,°P.er perl'ons in9uire after them 
at Philadelphia; where men are metqua- 
hhed and commiffioned to anfwer any due 

Q~3 queflion 
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queition on that fubjeCt ? The writer can 
only pretend to point towards the ground; 
which very many before him have already 
marked out in vain. We are however 
taught; that the fmallefl mite offered 
with a fit intention will not be refufed 
even of the higheft. It becomes no man 
to be backward at doing his duty towards 
his country in its laft moments. Where 
will fie the great damage of giving a few 
words to the wind, after numberlefs o- 
thers far more worthy than mine gone the 
fame way and on the fame occafion ? I 
will therefore not fcruple to exprefs at 
leaft the with of one individual and what 
he believes would in the prefent cafe be 
moft for the benefit of Great-Britain and 
perhaps not very far from the acceptance 
of the colonies.* We muff in the firft 
place recall our fleets, our armies, our 
martial governors and put. an end to all the 
apparel and appearance of war there. This 
needs no explanation. We muff more¬ 
over- fully, effectually, perfectly convince 
all that continent; that we retain not the 
leal! intention of ruling them for the fu¬ 

ture 

* This was written before it was known ; that the Ame¬ 
ricans had made thcmfelves mailers of any part of Canada. 
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ture by military means. No peace can 
be expedted for us with America either 
now or in time to come; except on that 
ground. We can after certain events with 
hut an evil grace force our troops upon 
them under the pretence of protedtion 
nor can they with a much better demand 
them of us, as neceflary for their defence. 
We ffiall by this means fave both our men 
and our money; neither of which can we 
well Ipare. Let us likewife fling upon 
them the expences of their own civil go¬ 
vernments ; let them pay their officers on 
that eftabliffiment more or lefs and in fuch 
manner; as theypleafe themfelves. They 
cannot then pretend difcontent on that 
head and what is it to us ? Here will be 
another ceconomy. I will give the au¬ 
thority of a minifterial writer ; that thefe 
favings will according to a common and 
current calculation amount to no lefs than 
300,000 pounds a year :* but who would 
know, at what rate to reckon them; 
if the prefent job was to be taken into 
the account ? We firfl; run ourfelves into 

Q^4 enormous 

* Dr. Tucker's Humble Addrefs, p. 83. America 
drains us for thofe purpofes [to maintain its civil and mi¬ 
litary cftablifhmentsj of upwards of 300,000k annually. 
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enormous expcnces for very bad purpoies 
and we then make the matter much worfe 
by unjuft and by opprefiive means of fup- 
paying them. This is one article. The 
next is ; a compleat, intire, unreferved, 
unexcepted repeal of all the offenfive and 
obnoxious adts of parliament palled fmce 
the pi elent peace, the declaratory bill in¬ 
cluded. How happy muft every Englilh- 
man be to fee them expunged out of our 
llatute book ! It will be like flinging out 
of a houie the brands, which are fetting 
it on fire. The language to us laft year 
of the continental Congrefs was ** place 
us in the fame fituation, that we were at 
the ciofe of the laft war and our former 
harmony will be reftored.”* What could 
we have expedted more; if an angel had 
delcenued from heaven and had delivered 
an^ olive branch to America; who had 
held it forth to Great-Britain ? Are not 
tliele the very terms; which every pru¬ 
dent man would have defired i had we 
been ourleives to have dictated them ? 
What planet has been uppermoft or how 
has the moon erred for thefe three years ? 
I have here offered my two firft articles : 

unleft 

# Sec their Letter to the People of Great-Britain. 

% 
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unlcfs we confent to which; we had need 
to fpill aim oft every drop of blood in A- 

^ca. There remains then, one more 
Pomt- The wounds of* that country jure 
now open and bleeding nor will be healed 
without leaving ftrong marks and fears. 
Our defire of a revenue is yet unfatisfied. 
Suffer the writer here to repeat a former 
propofition of his own. To open and to 
enlarge the commerce of our colonies is 
the true means of our mutual content¬ 
ment. It is a fure refource to enrich us 
and the fit falve for their fores: it will 
be the bed adt of oblivion to induce a for- 
getfulnefs of all pad injuries and offences. 
I mean nothing which fhall fow a jealoufy 
or diffention between our dependencies; 
but a general meafure, that they fhould 
all be afiided according to the efpecial 
occafion and exigencies of each. I will 
not now dwell on this fubjedt. I have 
formerly done it more fully.^ How very 
rar greater profit and benefit mud: to our 
treafury arile from the favings and the 
means here mentioned; than from all 
what we could hope to have levied by odi¬ 
ous and by vexatious taxes laid upon a 

country • 

* Sec Considerations, &c. p. 130 & feq, 
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country; which now plainly appears to 
have in the laft necefiity no gold or filver 
even for its own ufe ? We have had our 
project: we have made a mod unjuft at¬ 
tempt : we have been beaten and been baf¬ 
fled for our pains : wefhall neverthelefs gain 
in the end and in this manner what we 
wanted and we defired; although fo very 
undefervedly. Some perfons will poflibly 
refledt here; how much better all thefe ' 
things might have been obtained in peace; 
but let us draw the veil over that point: 
difcontent and perhaps defpair lie that 
way. Thefe are then my three propofi- ( 
lions for the re-union in prefent and the 
harmony in time to come of our empire : 
to withdraw our forces and to leave our 
Colonies to their own civil governments; 
to recall our late American laws; to in- 
ereafe the commerce of that country. But 
if we do not purfue this or fome fuch 
plan, what is on the other fide; except 
dotvn right madnefs, the diftemper of 
Moorfields and the politicks of Bedlam ? 

But will fuch terms be fufficient and fa- 
tisfadory in the fight of our countrymen 
over the Atlantic ?-It is but a fhort 
time paft; tha,t peace was in our own 
keeping: we wantonly broke it then : the 

con len t 

4 



eonient of others mu ft now be required, 
before it can be reftored. We certainly 
might with our Colonies have again coa- 
lefced on thefe conditions within the pe¬ 
riod of the prefent year j but every moon 
widens the breach between us and adds 
to our own difgrace and mifcarriage. We 
do ourfelves make it difficult to anfwer 
for the immediate moment, I truft how¬ 
ever, that preliminaries nearly refembling 
thofe now mentioned might at leaft ferve 
for a foundation; whereon to build up once 
more the temple of peace among us: if 
that fome men at home were but half as 
much inclined j as they feem to be averfe 
to that meafure. A great deal would de¬ 
pend on the manner in which thefe things 
were done and every honeft man mull 
hope: that our reconciliation Ihould be 
made, as lincerely and as cordially ■, as 
our quarrel was occalioned ralhly and in- 
conliderately. I muft however add, that 
the time now prelfes no moment is to 
be fpared ; we Hand upon the brink of a 
gulph; the ground crumbles under our 
feet; no man knows how foon we may 
link to rife no more. If the next vernal 
requinox (near as it is) does not find us 
entered into fome hopeful and fome pro¬ 

bable 
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bable treaty of accommodation; we lhall 
in all appearance never fee again our late 
provinces under our dominion : but they 
will hoiA the flags of their riling Repub¬ 
lics they will fet up the Aandard of 
their new nation: we mult wage war 
with them, as with a feparate people; 
the next convention between us will very 
likely be upon a level and an equality or 
Great-Britain or England may poflibly 
receive from them the law of the Con¬ 
queror. I don’t know; whether the con¬ 
dition of thefe times is not fuch; that 
even a MiniAer may be too big to be ap¬ 
proached by fincerity; that he may be 
lurrounded with a circle of flattery ; al¬ 
though not quite fo wide and lo impene¬ 
trable, as that of his IVlaAer. I enow 
ftill lefs ; whether thele poor proverbs of 
mine will ever find their way to any levy 
ol the great: lhould fuch a chance how¬ 
ever happen; they may poflibly tell a per- 
ion truths; which they about him maybe 
backward to fpeak. The writer will not 
icruple faying to fuch a one; that an in- 
ftant reconciliation with our countrymen 
of America on the terms of maintaining 

, and 
-j— 

Some of thefe things have already happened. 

t 
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and of allowing to them their liberty and , 
their property is the only probable expe- ! 
dient under heaven to preferve his coun¬ 
try and perhaps himfelf. It is however 
to be feared; that there is little likeli¬ 
hood of lb prudent a ftep being taken: 
but this caution may then be poflibly one 
day remembered; when it will be too 
late and when the ruin at lead: of the one, 
if not of both, lhall be irrevocable. If 
the clock has already ftruck the lad: hour; 
if the moment of accommodation is even 
now no more; what have not lome men 
to anfwer for ? 

Suppofe however that America Ihould 
make an offer or a tender of lome fixed, 
certain, annual contribution r I anfwer; 
that any end may perhaps be better than 
our prefent proceedings; but that we have 
on our great occafions and exigencies ever 
received from thofe provinces mod: ample 
help and affiftance : whenever we have 
required or requefted it of them. They 
have equally fupported us with their men 
and their money in war; as they have 
benefited us with their trade and their 
commerce in peace. They are an impro¬ 
ving people and our advantages by their 

means 
* 
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mean^ might therefore be expected to in- 
creafe in proportion. Shall we then aban¬ 
don this bountiful and this plentiful ftream 
conflantly flowing in the time of our 
want and our neceflity like the river Nile 
for fome mean, pitiful, artificial rivulet : 
only becaule we can meafure or can com¬ 
mand the waters of the one; when it is 
our particular happinefs ; that thofe of 
the other know no bounds ? What will 
pofterity in that cafe fay of us j but that 
as this meafure was begun in madnefs, 
fo it was finifhed in folly ? 

So much for an immediate accommo¬ 
dation ; but our mifchief lies deeper: 
there remains more to be done, if we 
would employ the fit and the effectual re¬ 
medy. Our reprefentation is loft or is at 

• leaft in iufpenfe. It need not be repeat¬ 
ed, that a majority of the members of our 
Houle of Commons is named by a fmall 
part of the people in comparifon of the 
whole : their actions and their refolutions 
have therefore no necelfary connection 
with the fentiments and the inclinations 
of the nation at large. The hatchet of 
this prefent American war might be bu¬ 
ried or be hidden, the fubjeCt of our ac¬ 

tual 



i‘l1 j1 **f* n ** ff |? B |P,f H >**n ?»$ »PI IP *P »i ii i| I* ii If |{ || if || t» |f « u |f «• t 

[ 241 ] 

tual contention might be dropped or be 
fettled; but the pride of a prince, the 
refentment of a favourite, the rapaciouf- 
nels of a minifler, the violence of a fac¬ 
tion or any other equally trifling and in- 
ignificant caufe will ever be fufficient to 

kindle again the fame flame: unlefs we can 
for a check and a contronl in fuch cafes relv 
upon the independence and the fteadinefs 
or our reprefentatives. The two bodies 
or our people will at their own choice 
never wage war with each other and im¬ 
brue their hands in the blood of their 
brethren: their interefts are too much 
united and their mutual affedtion is over¬ 
well founded ; but what is the caprice of 
a Angle perfon governed by his paflions 
and having perhaps his head turned with 
an opinion of his power more to be de¬ 
pended on, than a weather-cock moved 
with the wind? The circumfcance is very 
little different of a few men; whole ac¬ 
tions and whofe motions all refer to thofe 
of one. The proper redrefs for this is an 
equal repiefentation: give me leave to re¬ 
peat; that it is our original and our fun¬ 
damental light. It might have been moll 
happy for our empire in general and for 
Britain in particular; if a demand of this 

■ 
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great right could in fome proper and fome 
peaceable manner have been blended with 
the juft claims of the Americans : that 
the reftoration of our own conftitution at 
home might have gone hand in hand with 
the re-eftablilhment of the franchifes of 
our fellow-fubjedls beyond the Atlantic. 
We might then have hoped for the peace, 
the union, the harmony of the parts and 
for the grandeur, the fplendor, the prof- 
perity, the liability of the whole I will 
not fay until time lhall be no more, 
which is not the lot of mortality; but 
perhaps with a duration and to a degree 
hitherto unexampled in the hiftory of 
mankind. We Ihould then have had rea- 
fon to blefs the unfathomable wifdom of 
Providence for leading us by thefe broils 
to fo fortunate an end; although not to 
thank thofe thoughtlefs and headlong 
men, who were the authors of them. But 
thefe unhappy troubles exceeding the 
common courl'e and the peaceable bounds 
of our conftitution feem to have made any 
fuch meafure now impoflible; even if it 
was not fo before. Should however in 
the future revolutions of fate our late pro¬ 
vinces ever come to a conliderable power 
and to an extenftve influence among na¬ 

tions ; 
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tions; the beft boon, which they can con- 
fei upon their dependencies and at the 

thZ hme %moA probable to a^ch 
J by a col|formity of government to 
themielves, will be legiflative bodies truly 

and really reprefentative of each refpedive 
people. This important objed is how- 

f?! JT^ ? Great-Britain not to 
be totally deipaired of and abandoned or 

eaft not on the account before men¬ 
tioned: it is neverthelefs left for us to 
purlue among ourfelves. Thefe diliurb- 
ances are now but beginning: but there 
arena all appearance before us other events, 
other trials, other exigencies, which will 
demand all the united wifdom of ourna- 
tion; the moft perfed fidelity of thofe 
intruded by us; the fulleft confidence of 
the public in our parliaments; I fay, will 
require thefe things on account of the 
crown, as well as of the country , of the 
prince, as well as of thefubjed. Nothin? 
can give us a government attended with 
thefe advantages and adequate to our dif¬ 
ficulties ; except an equal eledion. It is 
our bufinefs to avail ourfelves of the od- 

portumty arifmg from the perfonal virtue 

ot the members compofing our prefent 

^ Houfe 

I 
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tfoufe of Commons to apply for and to 
obtain this point. I am perfwaded, that 
we (hall not be refufed it upon petitions 
from different parts of the nation, fuch 
as become the lubjett humble, dutiful, 
refpebtful; but at the fame time exerting 
the whole force and influence of the.con¬ 
stitution. Our prefent and cur approach¬ 
ing Situation Suffers us no longer to reft in 
a State of indifference. Corruption has 
ruined itfelfj it can no longer retain its 
rule and its command: that molt filthy 
monfter has devoured its own vitals, as 
well as thole of the government. The 
nation Stands at this time on fuch terms; 
that we muSt either perifh immediately 
and defervedly or mult recover the con¬ 
stitution for ourfelves and for thofe to 
come after us: we have however no rea- 
fan to refuSc this condition; the future 
welfare and greatnefs of our country are 
placed before us, as a prize; if we will 
attempt and will obtain it by means, 
which are perfectly within our own power. 
J trult, that the author has no neceffity to 
explain which way are his wifhes on the 
occasion and the heart of every honeSt 
man muff Surely attend him : I cannot 

however 
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however deny but that my mind much 
nufgives me, while I am writing thefe 
words; the profpedt appears very faint 
on the lide of this delufive paradife • 
would to Heaven; that our real evils and 
misfortunes were but half as uncertain, 
Halt as far removed from effcdt; as are 
any fuch flattering but it is to be feared, 
only vain and fanciful conceptions. 

It is time, that I fhould come to my 
conclufion. I may be told, that I have 
written freely. I have certainly written 
from my heart and, I truff, with no more 
freedom; than is becoming and is de¬ 
manded by my fubjedr. When the trum¬ 
pets found and the drums beat to battle; 
he had need to fpeak aloud, who defires 
to e heard; efpecially if he preaches 
peace. When the fea rages and the tem- 
peft roars, every one muff raife his voice; 
unlefs he means to give his words to the 
winds and the waves. Did a paffenger 
fee the fhip ready to run upon a rock, in 
which he was embarked with his all; 
would it at once not be his duty, his right 

•and his interefi to warn the company of 
their danger and to call upon the pilot to 

^ 2 avoid 
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avoid it ? How ftrange rauft it be; if it 
was permitted for fome perfons to deftroy 
the date and forbidden for others to re- 
prefent to them, that they are fo doing r 
There is in poetry a beautiful fable of one 
faid to have palled fafe through the world 
below by virtue of the golden branch of 
a certain tree; which he carried before 
him. I will not now enquire critically; 
whether truth is under a fine allegory 
there figured; but 1 trull, that whoever 
holds in his hand that powerful charm 
and bears in his bread; the love of his 
country ; may march free from mifcbief 
in any world governed by a benevolent 
and a beneficent Providence: the writer 
defires no longer the regard of mankind 
or the protection of the laws•, than he 
fir all continue to be conducted by thofe 
two facred guides nor does he know the 
prefervation of the Britifh empire to be a 
lefs noble objeCt, than the foundation of 
the Roman. He rifques his reputation 
and the ridicule of his neighbours who 
ventures to fpeak frankly about events to 
come and remaining in the womb of 
time : that is furely flake enough for any 
honed man to hazard. The adminiura- 
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tlon have however taken extraordinary 
care of our credit on this account. It is 
Arrange, with what rapidity they have rea- 
lifed the many expectations and appre- 
henfions fignified to them of approaching 
mifchiefs. I don’t know to what they 
can in that refpeCt be compared; except 
to a pilot, who fhould run upon every 
beacon placed on purpofe to warn him of 
his danger. "Where would then be the 
wonder* if any one fhould be embolden¬ 
ed by events; if he fhould believe him- 
felf intitled and warranted to fpeak freely 
in future upon the experience and the au¬ 
thority of what had already proved true 
and taken place ? Why do our minifters 
not make advantage of thefe circum- 
ftances and look into their own conduft; 
why do they not fleer clear of the rocks re¬ 
marked to them or at leaf! learn to be 
more wife and more cautious by tneir 
errors ? V/hy do they not falfify what peo¬ 
ple pretend to forefee or to foretell about 
the evil effects of their meafures and fi- 
lence iuch perfons by fhame and by the 
difappointment of their opinions? The 
paralites and the fycophants, tnc place¬ 
men and the penfioners of minifters will 

r 3 hy 

41411 liill 11111111 iTim 



M
iH

fw
if

W
ff

fi
w

w
w

ii
ii

n
H

 

t hs ] 

by means of the power behind them ever 
fb.nd on higher ground, than the friends 
and the advocates of liberty and of the 
public. Should any one be offended at 
freedom, let him refledl on the mifchief 
done by flattery; whole poifon time-ferving 
and felf-interefted men are perpetually 
pouring into the ears of thofe, where it 
is molt noxious. Let every one prove 
himfelf ready to hear the gentle voice of 
reafon ; before he blames or impeaches 
the bolder fpeech of liberty, . 

* * t * . s * 

a My race is at length nearly run. Pro¬ 
vidence fuperintends all, things and all 
nations. The eternal purpofe of that 
tranfcendent exiftence appears to be the 
general and the univerfal happinefs of the 
whole. He feems to have in the diffufion 
of his infinite benevolence ordained cer¬ 
tain rules and laws, connedted certain cau- 
les and effedts before the birth of time, 
without beginning and without end. 
Thefe promote and enfure that moft blef- 
fed objedl; their foj*ce and their influence 
can be avoided or eluded by no beings- 
whatfoever: from their fountain flow two 
Important duties among men; that na¬ 

tions 
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lions fhould govern with mercy and with 
moderation thole dependent upon them; 
that they fhould in a proper manner pre¬ 
vent from disturbing the peace of man¬ 
kind thole entrufted by them with their 
public, combined ffrength and power. 
Thefe are perpetual and unalterable rules 
of right; they obtain in all places, at all 
times, on all occafions, whenever and 
wherever they are applicable ; they par¬ 
ticularly and elfentially concern us at this 
inftant: we fhall ferve the fupreme pur- 
pofe in leading others to their fafety and 
their welfare by the example of our mis¬ 
fortunes and our naileries; if we fhall neg- 
led or fhall counterad them: we fhall ferve 
the fame in our own enjoyment of benefits 
and of bleffings; if we fhall obferve and 
fhall purfue them. Which of thefe means 
we fhall chufe depends upon ourlelves: our 
prelent fupinenefs and indifference in A- 
merican affairs will fatisfy the one; a more 
adive condud and exertion of the confd- 
tution will be required for the other. We 
are on the verge of fate ; we are already 
late in the day : there remains for us no 
more than a moment of which to avail 
ourfeives : that we may do what will mo t 

contribute 
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contribute to the prefervation, the prof- 
perity, the felicity of our empire in ge¬ 
neral and of Great- Britain in particular 
is the earned: prayer and delire and, let me 
be permitted to add, the only defign of 
the writer. • 

Dec. 1775. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

ACCOUNTS come from America 
during the printing of the prece¬ 

ding papers are fo material and fo impor¬ 
tant and have in fomerefpects fo changed 
the hate of my fubjed; that I would 
willingly offer a few words more, before 
I finifh. Our countrymen there are now 
known to have in great meafure poffeffed 
themfelves of the province of Canada, to 
have taken prifoners the chief part of the 
regular forces ftationed by us in it for its 
defence and to have been left befieging 
Quebec. The war at land feems to be 
already decided. Some men may be fo 
obftinately bent, as neverthelefs to perfifl 
in proceeding with it; but it muff furely 
be even in their own conceptions without 

any 
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any hopes or almoft poflibility of fuccefs. 
Our thirteen Colonies are now become 
fo many independent commonwealths and 
we may perhaps hear before long 4, that 
a fourteenth French one is joined and af- 
fociated to their union. We have our- 
felves by a late ad; of parliament very much, 
treated our own, as fuch: it muft be ex- 
oeded; that other ftates likewife will 
foon begin to look upon them in the fame 
light. It is power; which gives refped 
to a people. The Americans will from 
this time underhand themfelves to be 
mailers at home and will moll likely ad 
in that manner and talk in that tone. 
They will believe it to depend on them¬ 
felves ; whether they lhall again fubmit 
to what they will perhaps call our yoke 
and tell us, that we have made it too heavy 
for them to bear. Thefe are the adions 
of our Herculean colonies in their cra¬ 
dle : they have been done by them 
in the courfe of„one campaign or in 
lefs than a twelvemonth ; with almoll 
no lols, without allies, without the ufe 
of gold or of filver. They cannot have 
been the lingle efieds either of the 
wifdom of their counfels or of the weak- 

mefs 
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nefs of ours : both the one and the other 
undoubtedly have in a great degree con¬ 
tributed to them. , The winter is withal 
not weathered : who knows what further 
events it may yet produce ? Will it be 
owing to our forefight and our prudence; 
it that neither Halifax with our dores nor 
Bolton with our troops follow the fate of 
Canadian forts ? As our Colonies have ri- 
fen, fo, I am forry to fay, mult Great- 
Britain be funk; which we fhall cer¬ 
tainly find by the dfedts. We are now 
by no means the lame nation, as we were 
three years ago. It will be well; if we 
fhall not loon feel fome diftrels even at lea. 
The Americans have hitherto refrained 
from meddling with our mercantile vef- 
lels.. Will not the late adt of parlia¬ 
ment expofing all their commerce to out 
holtilities let them likewife looie upon 
ours ? Does not it almolt feem to be a 
meafure contrived for that very end ? 
Might we not have waited and have feen; 
whether they would have begun this new 
kind of enmity between us ? Would not 
tnat have been at leal! lo much time got 
and gained to our merchants ? We have 
declared war again!! their trade, which is 
none,, and have by that means commil- 

fioned 
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lioned them againft our own, which is 
great. What has at the bottom then been 
the caufe of our many mifchiefs ?—I will 
make bold to reply ; corruption.—What 
is the remedy for them ?—He muft perhaps 
be more than man who fhall anfwer that. 
The writer however will for one in this 
perhaps the laft crilis of our country pre¬ 
fume to fpeak his humble opinion : he 
means his fentiments on a fuppolition; 
that the ftate of things is and will on a 
fair experience or examination be found 
much fuch, as has been here reprefented. 
Let us then make in the firft place inftant 
peace with our Colonies on the terms of 
our giving or our leaving to them a full 
and a free traffic throughout the world, 
but of their returning again under the 
former fyftem of our government reftrain- 
ed however from excefs; if that they will 
accept of fuch conditions. Let us allow 
the fame liberty of commerce to our 
Iflands of the Weft-Indies and to Ireland. 
Let us make Great-Britain from one end 
to the other an intire free port for unex¬ 
cepted importation and exportation: let 
us for that purpofe aboliffi all our cuf- 
toms and raiie our whole revenue by in- 

1 ternal 
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ternal means. Let us by a real militia 
arm all our people and not a fmall part of 
them only by a Handing army under the 
name of one : let us in this refpedt imi¬ 
tate the Americans and defend ourfelves 
againft others by the fame means, as 
they have defended themfelves againft us. 
Laftly let us eftablifti general and equal 
elections of the members of our Houfe of 
Commons. Let us do thefe things with¬ 
out the Americans and on condition only 
of their affiftance againft other nations; if 
that they fhall decline coming once more 
to any nearer connexion with us: their 
aid and their help we may one day enough 
want; whatever we now think on that 
head. We may by thefe means hope to 
preferve under heaven and at all probable 
events our King, our government and our 
country : but whether we are likely fo to 
do without taking all and the whole of 
thefe fteps, it may become me to pull the 
veil over my opinion; efpecially as the 
truth urges and prefles me raoft unwil¬ 
lingly to fay; that there is at prefent 
hardly the lead: appearance of our purfu- 
ing any or at bed: more than one of them. 
Here then I take my final leave, truding 

that 
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that no offence will arife from the offer 
of fit advice: but may the counfels given 
by every man among us for his country 
be upon himfelf •, whether they fhall be 
good or fhall be evil. 

' . i • " 

Jan. 1776. 
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